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Reconciled To God Through Christ 
By Pastor Superintendent Charles Davis

Reconciliation, in Christian theology, is an element of salvation that 

refers to the results of atonement. Reconciliation is the end of the 

estrangement, caused by original sin, between God and humanity.

For centuries, people have wrestled with the idea that the believers 

enjoy union with God through Christ. Jesus promised to dwell in 

those who follow Him, during His conversation with His friends 

after they ate supper together, He assured them that He wouldn’t 

leave them as orphans but would come to them (John 14:18), and that because He lives, they 

would live. “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am 

with you.” Just as Jesus and the spirit dwell with the Father, so we are in Him, He is in us.

No wonder we need illustrations from ordinary things. It’s mind blowing to consider that God 

through Christ and the spirit would dwell within us! What does this mean for us in our daily lives? 

Everything. With Jesus living within, we find comfort when we face uncertainty and peace when 

we feel anxious. We can stop ourselves from overreaching if someone slights us. We can speak out 

against injustice, using our voices for those who are oppressed.

Christ dwells in you spiritually. As you ponder that truth today, ask Him to show you how He can 

change you from within. It can be difficult to follow God and to always desire what He desires, but 

He hasn’t left us alone to figure out how to do this better. We can be sure of our UNION WITH 

CHRIST - that He dwells in us through His spirit, and we’re united with Him. 

I trust you learned more about what it means to be united with Christ.



1

Is it true that life and death are in the 
power of the tongue? 

By Mother Deloris Davis 

Answer: “The tongue” is used throughout Scripture in both literal 
and metaphorical ways, especially in Psalms, Proverbs, and James. 
The tongue is a “small part of the body” (James 3:5), yet Proverbs 
18:21 says it “has the power of life and death.” This holds true 
whether we’re speaking of spiritual, physical, or emotional life 
and death. Proverbs states, “A deceitful tongue crushes the spirit,” 
tongue is a metonymy. Obviously, a literal, fleshly tongue cannot 
crush the human spirit, but the words the tongue produces can.

Spiritual:
What our tongue produces has eternal implications, for it reveals what is in our heart. Jesus said 
that “the good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings 
evil things out of the evil stored up in him” (Matthew 12:35). Isaiah places words on par with 
actions for displaying a sinful heart (Isaiah 59:2-3). “Men will have to give account on the Day of 
Judgment for every careless word they have spoken” (Matthew 12:36). In and of ourselves, we are 
utterly unable to “tame the tongue” because “it is a restless evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:8). 
A tongue under control is a mark of the Spirit’s power. Apart from accepting Jesus’ atonement on 
the cross, we will be judged according to our words: “For by your words you will be acquitted, and 
by your words you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:37).

Physical:
In order to take Proverbs 18:21 literally – that the tongue can cause physical life and death, know 
that words create actions, good and bad. A judge or jury, by simply saying a word, can cause a 
person to be killed or to live. Words often save lives: a doctor advises surgery, a weatherman issues 
a tornado warning, a counselor gives hope to a suicidal person. On the other hand, words can also 
kill: murders are often initiated because of arguments or verbalized hatred. In the sense of causing 
action, then, the tongue does indeed have the power of life and death.

Emotional:
Emotions are powerfully affecting, yet they are vulnerable to injury. James describes the tongue 
as “a fire” (James 3:6) – and who has not been burned by it? Proverbs 15:4 describes a “healing” 
tongue as “a tree of life.” As much as love is an action, what would romance be without words? 
Encouragement often comes through spoken words. So does discouragement. “Reckless words 
pierce like a sword” (Proverbs 12:18). The wound is emotional, and it is deep. What we say can 
have a profound effect on others.

God made us expressive beings, so we are nearly lost without communication. That is why we 
have audio recordings and Braille for the blind and sign language for the deaf Speech has huge 
implications, especially as a vehicle for sharing the gospel (Romans 10:14). Therefore, we are 
commanded to control the tongue, to “keep [it] from evil and your lips from speaking lies” (Psalm 
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34:13). A Christian’s speech should consistently honor the Lord: with the tongue “we praise our 
Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the 
same mouth come praise and cursing. College Hill, this should not be” (James 3:9-10). 

“The tongue is the only tool that gets sharper with use.”
“A slip of the foot you may soon recover, but a slip of the tongue you may never get over.”                                                                       

Benjamin Franklin
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Technology in Financial Stewardship
By Missionary Carol A. Minor

Good financial stewardship begins in the heart, in our desire to be good 
stewards of what God has entrusted to our care, no matter how great or 
little. Today, there are many technological tools available that can be used 
in the management of our finances and contribute to our good financial 
stewardship. The pandemic forced us to use and adapt to technology faster as 
we were forced to use platforms and apps we may not have previously used 
or understood. In our “new normal”, there have emerged many technical 
financial tools to help consumers to manage their finances without leaving 
their home. These tools are lumped together under what is called Financial 
Technology or FinTech. 

FinTech is used to describe new technology that seeks to improve and 
automate the delivery and use of financial services. FinTech includes different 

sectors and industries such as education, retail banking, fundraising and nonprofit, and investment management 
to name a few and describes a variety of financial activities, such as money transfers, depositing a check with your 
smart phone, bypassing a bank branch to apply for credit, raising money for a business startup, or managing your 
investments, generally without the assistance of a person.  

The key to a proper use of any of these tools is a right understanding. Put first things first, always seek Gods direction. 
Read and ask questions, learn the tool before using and adapting. Proverbs 4:7 says Wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore, get wisdom: and with all your getting get understanding. Seek knowledge, wisdom and understanding.  

The following is a partial list of FinTech apps and websites that you may or may not be familiar with. 
Research for understanding.

FinTech Apps and Websites

Affirm  - Affirm helps you to never owe more than you agree to up front. Instead, you’ll always get a flexible, 
transparent, convenient way to pay over time.

Apple Pay - Apple Pay is a mobile payment and digital wallet service by Apple Inc. that allows users to make 
payments in person, in iOS apps, and on the web using Safari.

Cash App -  Cash App is a mobile payment service developed by Square, Inc. that allows users to transfer money to 
one another using a mobile phone app.

Chime - Chime is an American financial technology company which provides fee-free mobile banking services 
provided and owned by The Bancorp Bank or Central National Bank.   Account-holders are issued Visa debit cards 
and have access to an online banking system accessible through the company’s website or via its mobile apps. 

Cooper - Copper teaches teens how to make smart financial decisions by developing patterned behaviors in 
our supervised app experience. 
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Current - Current Bank is an online-only bank that you access using a mobile app. It offers some unique 
features competitors don’t including fast direct deposits, instant credits for gas holds, special accounts for 
parents and teens, and Savings Pods to make putting money aside for a variety of goals easier.

Earning - Earning is a financial services company that provides earned wage access services.

Givelify - Givelify is the leading platform for Nonprofits and Churches to collect donations online, through 
dynamic websites and the best rated mobile app.

Google Pay - Google Pay is a digital wallet platform and online payment system developed by Google to power 
in-app, online, and in-person contactless purchases on mobile devices, enabling users to make payments with 
Android phones, tablets, or watches

Greenlight - Greenlight is the debit card and money app for families where kids earn 1% cash back. Get started 
today! Kids earn 2% on all savings – Greenlight empowers parents to raise smart spenders. 

Klarna - Millions of people have discovered the benefits of online shopping with Klarna payment plans. Try 
before you buy, or pay over time. No matter what you need, we’ve got a flexible option to fit your budget.

Venmo - Venmo is a mobile payment service owned by PayPal. Venmo account holders can transfer funds to 
others via a mobile phone app; both the sender and receiver have to live in the U.S.

Take your time and do some research yourself. Good use of FinTech can help you to be a good financial steward.

And that’s my two cents!

College Hill Missionary Board
By Missionary Barbara Mathis

Needless to say, it’s been a trying 16 months for everyone. I would like to take this time to praise a core 
of Women, Godly Women, and Sisters in Christ. The Bible calls them Cunning Women. Smart Women, 
Seasoned Women, Strong Women, Mature & Maturing Women, Praying Women, Women of Faith, 
Working Women, Winning Women, my Sista-Women. They are all Women of God, whether fully active or 
doing the best they can with the help of the Lord! They reminded me every day that GOD is in Control, and 
HE will see you through.

During the entire Pandemic they have been encouraging each other, praying for each other, praising with 
each other, crying with each other, keeping each other informed, P U S H ing (Pray Until Something 
Happens) each other to hang on. We were the first in our church to Zoom a meeting (no small task).
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We don’t always get it right. But we accept responsibility for our actions. We repent, we forgive, we love (as our 
Senior Sista-Mother says, “I Love You and ain’t nothing you can do about it.” Our main purpose is to please 
GOD. Move when and do what the Lord would have us to do. Live peaceably with men (women). (Roman12:18)

Can we do better? Sure! We will! We can do all things through Christ, who strengthens us. Here are 
some faces of the women that I admire, appreciate, and love more than they know. Not all are licensed 
Missionaries by the church, but I’m sure they’ve all been called by God, to leave their communities better 
than the way they found them. To God be the Glory for the things He has done!                          

Here are a few of the Missionaries and Board members. I have been surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnessing women! As Missionary Gardner would say, “POW WOW!”

As we come upon Our 49th Board Anniversary, September 2021, please celebrate and pray for these Sistas of 
mine. Please encourage these Sistas of mine. Honorable mention: Jackie Taylor, Carol Grant and  Glendora Ghani

We Got Much Love for Yah, Honey!
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COGIC Preschool Welcomes Special Visitors for 
Black History Month

By Sister Toni Boyd

Every year during Black History Month, COGIC Preschool celebrates the many contributions that African 

Americans have made to this country throughout history. Posters, signs and photographs of some of these 

phenomenal people, past & present, adorned the walls of the school’s entrance. 

This year, the Preschool students were surprised by visits from three special guests. Astronaut Mae Jemison, 

baseball player Jackie Robinson and Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall stopped by the school to 

meet the children and tell them a little about their lives. The children were excited to meet all the guests and 

enjoyed learning about their lives. 
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Brother David Northern Retires!
By Missionary Chloe King

Brother David L. Northern, Jr. recently celebrated his retirement.

The United States Special Operations Command recognized this momentous occasion on May 14, 2021, at 
MacDill Air Force Base.

A brief program commenced with the arrival of several military officials followed by a rendition of the 
National Anthem and an invocation by Pastor Charles Davis.

Brother Northern served in the United States Air Force for over 26 years before retiring at the rank of 
Master Sergeant. After retirement from active military duty he was employed with the United States Air 
Force Regional Hospital/Plant Management Section at MacDill. 

From 1985 until 2021, he was employed with the Head Quarters United States Special Operations Command 
Engineers Office, where he enjoyed many years of success. In that capacity, he spearheaded various 
maintenance and renovation projects.

During the ceremony Brother Northern received an award along with special presentations and 
congratulatory remarks.

A reception followed the ceremony where co-workers, family and friends along with members of the church 
offered their congratulations and best wishes.
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Tomlinson Dental Tooth Tips:  
Maintaining Oral Health & Connections to 

Overall Health 
Written by Dr. Angella Tomlinson (JUNE 2021)

The health of your mouth is very important to your overall health. Consider this, the healthy food that you 
eat cannot be absorbed properly if you cannot chew well. Chewing your food properly requires that you 
have “back teeth” (molars) that you can crush the food with. Food that has not been crushed well will not 
digest well. This can lead to constipation and poor nutrition. Constipation can lead to colon cancers and 
poor nutrition can lead to diabetes, heart problems and other medical conditions.

Healthy gums are also important to overall health. Gum disease (periodontal disease) is a bacterial infection 
under the gums. This infection causes the bone that keeps your teeth in your mouth to loosen and the teeth 
eventually fall out. Research has shown that gum disease has been linked to medical conditions such as 
diabetes, stroke, cancer, Alzheimer’s disease, dementia and arthritis. 

Some signs that you may have gum disease include: bleeding when brushing and flossing, bad breath, sore/
swollen gums and loose teeth. Gum disease can be treated in the early stages. Waiting too long will put 
you at the risk of losing your teeth. This makes it more difficult to eat properly, which as mentioned before 
affects your overall health. Cavities, if left untreated in the early stages, eventually lead to tooth loss.

It is, therefore, very important to develop good oral habits such as brushing at least two times per day and 
flossing at least once per day. Annual oral examination along with x-rays is needed to detect problems such 
as cavities and gum disease. Taking care of your teeth and gums will lead to a healthier you. It has been 
shown that people who have teeth live ten years longer. You deserve a beautiful, healthy smile for a long 
healthy life! 

For more information, please visit  www.mouthhealthy.org

101 Reasons to have Legalshield
Submitted By Brother Hildra Allen
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