
  What is baptism?  
 

The Greek word is baptidzo. It’s a Greek verb that was actually never translated, the Greek word actually 
made its way into the English text, and it’s where we get the word “baptism” or “baptize”.  It means,  
to immerse or to dip.  Baptidzo had all kinds of uses, and until New Testament times, it was consistently 
used to refer to taking something and immersing it, dipping it, in a liquid.  Until the time of Christ, it was just 
a common, everyday word.  It didn’t have any religious meaning.  It meant to immerse, dip, or submerge.   

But around the first century, the Jewish community had begun to use this word to describe a practice they 
started in a religious context.  It was a process that a non-Jewish person could go through in order to be-
come a Jew, and at the end of the process, you were baptidzo… but no one baptized you, you baptized 
yourself – you would immerse yourself in water, and your coming out of the water symbolized that you were 
dying to your Gentile heritage and practices, and you were coming alive to your new-found faith in Judaism. 

Then one day in Matthew 3 something very unusual happened.  Down by the Jordan River, a man named 
John was heard saying, “Repent! Repent!  Make way for the Messiah!”  And people began to realize they had 
abandoned God.  They were Jewish by name but they were not Jewish by practice, so they began to repent.  
And then they came to John, and John did something that had never been done before.  John took people 
down into the water with him, and he dipped them, and people said, “He’s baptizing them!”  And they didn’t 
know what to say, they didn’t know what to call it, this had never been done before, and so they just used a 
common word, and they said, “He’s immersing them, he’s dipping them, he’s baptizing them.” 

They came to John, and they said, “I believe what you’re saying is true, and I’m going to show allegiance to  
your teaching, and I’m  going to go public with my personal beliefs by allowing you to dip me, to immerse 
me, to baptize me in this water.” And this went on and on, until finally, since he was the only person doing 
this, he got a title… They started calling him John the  Baptizer. 

All that to say:  the reason that we baptize by immersion at Faith Community is because that is what the 
word means.  The reason we immerse is because, historically, that’s the practice that John the Baptizer  
started, and that’s what was modeled for us in the first century. 

 
“Why does my church or denomination baptize by sprinkling?”  
The answer lies in what was happening in church history at the time when there was a transition from  
immersing to sprinkling. We believe that the Scripture teaches immersion, so we immerse. 

 
“Did my baptism count?”  
The mode of baptism is important, otherwise we wouldn’t have been given as much detail as we have in  
the Scripture – but the most important thing isn’t the mode so much as it is the meaning that you attach to  
your baptism. 



 

“What is the meaning of baptism?”  
Why do we even do this?  Why did Jesus pick this up after John the Baptizer?  And why did he include it 
in his great commission to the church? 

First of all, baptism is a sign of identification.  When you come to be baptized, you are going public 
with Jesus Christ, you want everyone to know that you are a follower of Jesus Christ. 

Second, baptism is symbolic of death and resurrection.  When a person is baptized, he is saying,  
“I have died to my old life, I have come alive to new life in Christ.”   
It’s symbolic of a change that has already taken place. 

And third, baptism represents a cleansing, a washing away of sin.  We don’t believe it happens during 
the baptism, but it’s a public expression of the fact that “because I’ve accepted Christ, my sins have 
been forgiven, my sins have been washed away.” 

 

What it doesn’t mean: 
Baptism is not part of the salvation process.  A person isn’t saved when they’re baptized, or because 
they’re baptized.  Baptism is an outward expression of an inward connection.  Baptism is an expression 
of something that has already taken place in you. 

It’s not about joining a church.  In some churches, baptism and church membership are very closely 
associated.  That’s not the way it is at Faith Community.  

So, “Have I really been Scripturally baptized?”   
If you were christened as a baby, then you haven’t been baptized according to the Scripture.  Although 
you don’t remember it, it was a very meaningful event.  Your parents dedicated you to God, they may 
have believed that by having you baptized you became a Christian at that point – they were doing what 
they thought was right, and it probably helped them focus on being better parents and setting a godly 
example for you.   

But here’s the bottom line why infant baptism isn’t Scriptural baptism:  because as a baby, that wasn’t 
your decision;  it was a decision that your parents made on your behalf.  And we simply can’t make the 
baptism decision on behalf of anyone else, because it’s about a heart change that has already hap-
pened.  It’s an outward expression of an inward heart change.   

It’s about coming to a place in your life where you have trusted Christ, and you’ve dedicated your life to 
him, and now you want to say to friends and family and anyone who will listen, “I’m ready to go public 
with what Jesus Christ has done for me!” 

It’s symbolic of the fact that you’ve died to an old way of life and come alive to a new way of life.  And 
it’s symbolic of the belief that you have been washed by the blood of Christ, and your sins have been 
washed away, and your heart is clean! 

 

You can hear more about baptism here:  https://bit.ly/2oaoJI4   

 

If you’re not a Christian, we would love to help you take the next step.  Maybe you’re not even sure 
what the next step is.  Why don’t you come talk with one of our pastors after this Sunday’s Celebration 
service.  (info@faithcommunityfellowship.com;  669-2182) 

Or maybe you’re ready to go public.  Listen within your spirit, and pray, “Lord, is this something I need 
to do?” and if God’s Holy Spirit tugs at you, and you find you’re ready to go public, come talk with us.  
We want to help you take the next step. 

https://bit.ly/2oaoJI4?fbclid=IwAR0jI_Qry8IKYxnX2wLsMWMGmW9A5H3iSVAndkE8ampfKc5iQhxT1JEe6ME

