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Bushfire Ministries Guidance for Worshippers and Visitors  

IMPORTANT: Please read this before attending a Sunday service 
 

Should you wish to read the Governments guidance yourself please visit www.gov.uk: 
COVID-19: Guidance for the safe use of places of worship from 4 July (Published 29 June 2020) 

 
Please note: 

 Whilst every effort will be made, we may not be able to enforce social 
distancing at all times. Please bear this in mind when deciding whether to 
attend or not. 

 If you or family member displays symptoms prior to coming to church please 
DO NOT attend, instead isolate for the specified amount of time. 

 If you or a family member displays symptoms whilst at church return home 
immediately and isolate for the specified amount of time.  

 We will keep a record of all attendees for 21 days to assist the NHS Test and 
Trace should it be required. 

 If you are aged 70 years and over, clinically vulnerable, extremely clinically 
vulnerable or shielding, please continue to follow the government’s advice / 
guidance for your group. 

 Whilst on site please socially distance at all times and adhere to any notices or 
floor markings. 
 
Upon Arrival 

 You are required to immediately follow guidance on hand hygiene by either 
hand sanitising (available by entrance and at various other marked ‘sanitising 
stations’) or washing your hands for 20 seconds using soap and water in the 
toilets. 

 
Social Distancing 

 You will be allocated a specific seat when you arrive as the hall has been set up 
to help us fit in all those that want to attend whilst maintaining social 
distancing. 
 

We have risk assessed with mitigating circumstances* to have social distancing of 
2 metres between households sitting next to each other and 2 metre between each 
row (in reality this means the distance between individual’s heads is 
approximately 2.5 metres if both are seated due to the additional distance created 
when sitting back on a chair).  
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If you are not comfortable with this please STAY at home and enjoy the live 
stream/Zoom instead. We are aware people have different opinions on what is 
sensible and the risk they are happy to take and we fully respect this. 
*Mitigating Circumstances (these are some of them) 

 There is NO face-to-face seating. 
 There is NO singing or raised voices coming from the worshippers during the service. 
 There is lots of ventilation. It has 2 fire exit doors that will also be opened, with 

further ventilation.  
 Face masks will be made available to worshippers and visitors who require one, 

although we expect most worshippers and visitors to already have their own. 
 Seats will be pre-arranged and allocated.  
 Church members will be staying in/at their seats during the service unless visiting the 

toilet or in the case of an emergency (i.e. Fire or monitoring of children outside in the 
gardens). 

 Hand sanitiser, tissues and bins will be provided at appropriate locations within the 
hall. 

 
 Toilet Facilities   

Please use hand sanitiser prior to using the toilets and wash your hands 
afterwards for 20 seconds using soap and water and the paper towels 
provided. 

 
 Worship - singing 

YOU ARE NOT PERMITTED TO SING OR RAISE YOUR VOICE DURING THE 
SERVICE, SO PLEASE DO NOT ATTEMPT TO DO SO! We realise this may be 
frustrating for many, but we need to adhere to it and would ask that you 
worship in your hearts and with a normal speaking level.  

 
 Children and Children’s Work 

Children are to be supervised by their parent(s) or guardian(s) at all times who 
will also be responsible for making sure they follow guidance on hand hygiene. 

 The children’s room at the back of the hall is presently out of bounds, and not 
to be accessed, unless in the case of an emergency. 

 We will NOT be running children’s work as normal.  
 Parent(s) or guardian(s) will also be able to use what we call our ‘Outside 

Garden’ whilst maintaining social distancing. The area can be reached by using 
the front right fire exit 
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 Tea, Coffee & Biscuits 
We will not be providing teas and coffees at this stage. However, you may want to 
bring in your own tea/coffee to the meeting but please keep your flask and mugs 
in hand and do not wander around with them, and keep them in your allocated 
seated area.  
At the end of the meeting, please take your drinks outside at which point you can 
remove your mask, while maintaining social distancing. 
 
Departure 

 Please leave the building via the front right hand fire exit whilst maintaining social 
distancing and hand sanitise on the way out. 
 

 Fire Procedures  

In the unlikely event of a fire please follow the instructions of the Fire Marshal 
whilst maintaining social distancing as much as practicably possible. 

 First Aid 

Should you require First Aid a first aider wearing a face mask and gloves will take 
care of you.  

 Personal Spaced & Cleanliness 

Please remember that a group of volunteers have cleaned and sanitised the 
building prior to our meeting and will do so after the meeting. Please help them 
by being mindful of what and where you go. Please leave the areas of use as clean 
and tidy as possible thus making the cleaning teams work as simple as possible. 
Please leave your seated area and tables as clean as possible, taking all your 
belongings. Mugs/drinking utensils and any that are left will be disposed of 
outside of the building in a safe manner. I understand this might seem harsh but 
we cannot allow any chance of cross contamination.   

As much as we want things to be as normal as we can possibly make it, we do 
however have to adhere to the COVID-19 health measures.  
 

It will be fantastic to meet up and worship and love on Him in Spirit and Truth. 
We are looking forward to seeing you all on Sunday.  

God bless you, 
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Andy and Heidi Tiplady 


