
The purpose of the Deacon Board of EMPC is to provide a caring 
ministry:  to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those who need us. During 
our monthly meetings we pray for special needs of the 50 people we visit or 
call.   Monthly, we visit people in their homes or wherever they make their 
homes.  An important ministry of the deacons is to provide and serve a 
meal following a funeral or memorial service; this provides a time for family 
members to interact with one another and with friends from in-town and out 
of town in a comfortable setting, usually in Fellowship Hall.  Several people 
in the congregation have volunteered to help the deacons with funeral 
meals. One of our deacons sends cards to commemorate birthdays or 
other happenings to people in the congregation but definitely to those with 
whom we interact. One deacon arranges rides for those needing 
transportation. We greet new baby families with gifts including The 
Storybook Bible.  One of our ministries that has been put “on hold” because 
of the pandemic is hospital visitation; we hope the hospital visitors will be 
permitted to do so again soon. 
  
Throughout all of 2021 and in January 2022, the deacons met in the church 
living room and gave members the opportunity to meet via Zoom.  In that 
way we had almost 100% participation. (We thank Corrie, Melissa and 
Luke for their help with Zoom!) The deacons deliver flowers to shut-ins both 
at Christmas and Easter when flowers ordered by parishioners are 
designated to be delivered.  At Easter we delivered 18 plants that were 
very appreciated by the recipients. Additionally, for Easter, we delivered 
candy treats to the 50 people whom we visit or telephone;  the ladies 
received a small, crocheted basket and the men received candy cups.  We 
were careful to give sugar-free treats to those who needed them. One of 
our church members made the baskets- a special thank you to Kate 
Phipps! 
  
If anyone in the congregation has the names of people who may benefit 
from one of the deacon services, please contact Ruth Leo at 724-458-
9165.  She will arrange for someone to contact that person. 
 


