
    

 

 

“Digging Deeper” into Romans 8:18-25. 

  

 Many students of the Bible consider Romans 8 one of the great chapters in all of 

Scripture.  As you read the entire chapter, what parts especially stand out to you?   

- In vs. 18-25 what words, phrases, ideas stand out?  

 

 Starting w v. 18 Paul compares “present sufferings” with “glory that will be revealed” 

(see 2 Corinthians 4:17 where he does this in a different way).   

- How does the picture of childbirth pains (v. 22) help explain this?  

 

 Paul says that the whole of creation “was subjected to frustration” (19) and “has 

been groaning as in the pains of childbirth” (22).    

- What evidence would you cite for the claim that the created world is broken, bent, 

or as biblical theologians put it, fallen?   

- Most N. Testament scholars believe that Paul is referring to God as the one who 

“subjected” creation to its present frustrating state, though some believe he is 

thinking of Adam, and others Satan.  Consider the difference it makes for how one 

answers this question. 

 

 Vs. 23-25 are about our experience as Christians.   

- Paul says we are waiting eagerly for our adoption as God’s children, yet in v. 14 he 

says Christians are already God’s children.  How do you understand this?   

- What does it mean to “have the firstfruits of the Spirit’? (v. 23)  

- Note that part of what Paul says Christians are waiting for is “the redemption of our 

bodies.”, an indicator that the life to come includes a physical, bodily dimension. 

 

 To what extent does – and doesn’t it – help you in present difficulties when you 

believe that the future will be better?   

- What else can help you cope with suffering in the present?   

- On what basis does Paul believe – and can we believe - in a glorious future for 

himself and other Christians?   


