
  

 

Digging Deeper notes for message on Jer. 2:1-13, Aug. 30, 2020 

Background for Jeremiah.  

- Jer. 1:1:  son of Hilkiah, a priest, from Anathoth, a village north of Jerusalem. 

- Prophesied in Jerusalem, beginning in 626 B.C. (Jer. 1:2) during the reign of King 

Josiah.  Career as prophet spanned over 40 years, through the fall of Jerusalem to 

Babylonians in 586 B.C.  

 

Jer. 2:1-13.    This is Jeremiah’s first sermon.  Put yourself in the shoes of someone in 

Jerusalem hearing it: what words/pictures/phrases would especially stand out?      

- Vs. 1-3: an encouraging start.   

- Vs. 4-7: accusation. 

- V. 8: indictment of leaders.  

- Vs. 9-12: how appalled the LORD is.   

 

Reflect.  

- How would you respond to someone who said that idolatry was an issue in the 

ancient word when people worshipped human made figurines, but is not relevant 

today?   

- Most people prefer sermons that comfort rather than those which challenge and 

convict.  How do you typically respond to the latter type?   

 

v. 13.  Put into your own words the contrast Jeremiah is drawing here.   

      -    What – if any – application do you see in this verse for a) a nation like ours, b) a 

 church like ours, and c) your own life.   

     -     What is it about idolatry that a) dishonors God and b) is contrary to our self-interest?   

 

Reflect.     

- If (as Bill suggests) we often turn God’s good gifts – jobs, studies, relationships – into 

idols, what’s the difference between enjoying these as gifts and serving them as 

idols; and what are some indicators that we’ve crossed the line into idolatry?   

- Jeremiah’s desire was that people would repent and turn back to the LORD  (see 

3:12-15).   What can help you to a) avoid idolatry in the first place and b) repent, turn 

back to the LORD when you become caught up into it?      

 

 


