
   

Digging Deeper notes for July 5 message on Isaiah 7:1-9 

 

Background:  from the period of the divided kingdom.  Ahaz is king of Judah from 735-715 

B.C.     The northern kingdom of Israel and the nation of Aram, which borders it, form a 

defensive alliance in the face of the looming threat of Assyria from their north.  They want 

Judah to join their alliance, but Ahaz resists, therefore they are preparing to attack Judah 

and lay siege to its capital, Jerusalem.   The northern kingdom fell to the Assyrians in 721.    

 

Notes from Alec Motyer’s commentary. 

 Key thrust of passage: trust in the LORD and His promises is a practical approach to 

life, however great the crisis.      

 Overview in context:  

1. The word of God comes to the king and his people (7:1-19). 

2. Rejection of God’s word will bring disaster (7:18-8:8). 

3. But within an unbelieving nation there are those who personally embrace faith and 

base their lives upon God’s word (8:9-22). 

4. For those who do exercise faith, there is light/hope beyond the present dark 

moment (8:23-9:7).   

 

For reflection: how have you seen the above thrust and overview at work in a) a nation or 

large group of people?   And b) in the lives of individuals?   

 

Looking more closely at 7:1-9. 

 v.  2:  Ahaz’ reign is referred to as “the house of David”, implying that this is a threat 

to the dynasty of David and his line.    

 v. 4: Put yourself in Ahaz’ shoes hearing these words from the prophet.  Would you 

have believed Isaiah?    

 vs. 7-9: A 6 line poem in which the Israel/Ephraim and Aram are analysed, and 2 

conclusions are drawn, 1, that the northern kingdom is doomed, and 2, unless Ahaz trusts 

the LORD he has no future.   

 

For reflection: compare & contrast the end of v. 2  

 “.. so the hearts of Ahaz and his people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are 

 shaken by the wind.” 

  With the end of v. 9 

             “If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.”   

- What helps you to “stand firm in your faith” in God?   


