
 

 

 Digging Deeper note for message on 1 Kings 18:1-21, July 25-26, 2020. 

  Context. 

Skim 1 Kings 17 and the rest of ch. 18.   What especially stands out to you as significant 

about Ahab, Elijah, and the people of Israel?  About the LORD?   

 

  18:1-21. 

The big question this chapter poses – and definitively answers – is: who really is God, Yaweh 

(the LORD) or someone/something else?   How would each of the 3 people we meet in this 

passage answer this question?   

1) Ahab.  (see also 1 Kings 16:29-32). 

- Elijah issues Ahab a biting rebuke in 18:18.   What evidence is there that Elijah 

spoke truthfully?   

- Ahab foolishly believes the situation of drought and famine can be redeemed 

without repentance and obedience to the LORD.   What are some ways that 

people today avoid this fundamental step in attempting to solve problems that 

require this?   

 

2) Elijah.   

- In vs. 1-2 Elijah doesn’t hesitate to do what the LORD tells him.  Why might he 

have had reason to do so?   

- How much time has passed between chs. 17 & 18?  What do you imagine Elijah 

did during that time?   How might this relatively private time have helped 

prepare him for the highly public ministry of ch. 18?   

 

3) Obadiah (vs. 3-14).   

- What does the text tell us indicating that Obadiah was a faithful servant of the 

LORD?    

- Vs. 9-14.  Based on his response to what Elijah asks of him, would you say 

Obadiah was filled more with faith or with fear?   

- Vs. 12-14.  Obadiah seems to believe his faithful and courageous action in the 

past gives him some leeway for saying no to Elijah’s present request.   Can you 

think of examples in which God’s people do this today?   

 

 Elijah first challenges Obadiah and then all the people (v. 21) to get off the fence and 

commit to following the LORD with both feet.  In what situations or areas of your life do you 

especially need to hear that challenge?    


