
    Digging Deeper. 

 Observations and questions for personal reflection and/or discussion with others. 

 May 17 message on Jeremiah 29:10-14 and John 17:13-19. 

 

Jer. 29:4-14.   These are words that Jeremiah received from the Lord for the Jews living in 

exile in Babylon. 

- What instructions does God give to the exiles about how they are to live and relate 

to the pagan city of Babylon?  (vs. 4-7) 

- V.11 is a well-known passage that we easily take out of context as a promise for 

God’s people in various situations; can you think of examples? 

- What is the relationship between “prosper you” in v. 11 and the “prosperity of the 

city” in v. 7?   

 

John 17:13-19.  Note Jesus’ use of “the world” 8 times in this passage.   

- How is what Jesus says here about “the world” like and different from what he says 

about the world in John 3:16?   

- What would be the contrast with “the world” in John 17?   

 

The goal of the Christian being in the world: to INFLUENCE. 

- John 17:18.  What is the difference between simply being in the world and knowing 

oneself as having been sent by the Lord into the world?  

- See Matthew 5:13-16, 28:16-20, John 20:21-23. What do these passage say or imply 

about the Christian’s goal in relation to the world?   

 

The standard for the Christian in the world: GOD’S WORD. 

- John 17:14 & 17.  What is Jesus’ relationship to God’s word, and what does he say 

God’s word is and does?   

- Ps. 119:105, 2 Tim. 3:14-18.  What do these passages say or imply about how God’s 

word can keep a person from becoming “of” the world?   

 

The attitude of the Christian in the world: HUMBLE LOVE. 

- Philippians 2:5-11.  

  

              Which is more of a challenge for you: to be in the world influencing people toward 

Jesus, or keeping yourself from becoming too much like the world in your values, priorities, 

passions, attitudes?   

 


