
Digging Deeper:  John 21:15-17 

Read the whole of John chapter 21.  

Vs. 1-6.  What details about the setting and action here strike you as interesting or 

significant?   Some possibilities: 

- Why these particular disciples?  Why fishing?  

- What is Peter’s role?   Where does this take place?  

- That they don’t recognize Jesus’ voice; yet they listen to His fishing instructions.  

- That Jesus cares about them catching fish; & He knows where the fish are. 

 

Vs. 7-14.   Notice that John is the first to recognize that it’s Jesus, but Peter is the most eager 

to actually go to Jesus.  

- Jesus already has fish and bread and serves them breakfast.   Do you think there’s 

any significance to this?  

- Why do you think John includes details like the precise number of large fish (153) 

and that the nets were not torn?  

- How does this third appearance of Jesus to His disciples after His resurrection 

compare to the first two?  (see John 20:19-29) What’s similar & what’s different?  

 

Vs. 15-17.  While Peter had been present before when Jesus appeared to the disciples after 

He’d risen, this is the first recorded one-on-one conversation between them since Peter 

had, as Jesus predicted, denied Jesus knowing Jesus three times (see John 14:36-38).  

- What do you imagine Peter might have thought and felt as this conversation began? 

As it unfolded? (Note: many N.T. scholars think Jesus orchestrates this conversation 

in such a way as to remind Peter of his previous failure to acknowledge Him.) 

- What is the significance of Jesus charge to Peter to “feed/take care of” “my 

sheep/lambs”?  

- Why do you think Jesus asks “Do you love me?”  What else might you have expected 

that He would ask Peter?  (Note the slight variations in the ways Jesus asks the 

question and tells Peter what to do in each of the times he does so.)  

- In the past I – like most other preachers – have emphasized that Jesus is here 

forgiving Peter for his previous failure and restoring him to a useful role.  For whom 

might that message be especially encouraging?  

 

Vs. 18-23.  What is Jesus telling Peter about his future?  

- “Follow me!” (v. 19) According to the other Gospel writers this was how Jesus 

initially called Peter when He first met him (Matt. 2:19).   How does this call “follow 

me” relate to the call to “feed my sheep”?  

- Is it wrong of me to find it annoying that John likes to refer to himself as “the disciple 

whom Jesus loved” (vs. 20 & 7)?!  (I bet Peter found this annoying too!)  

- Why do you think Peter wants to know about what will happen to John?   Put into 

your own words Jesus response in v. 22.  When – if ever – might it be healthy to 

compare ourselves to others, and when not healthy?  

 



Some big picture questions. 

         What does this passage teach, illustrate, and/or imply about: 

- Who Jesus is and what He is like?  

- Failure and forgiveness? 

- Leadership?  

- Being a disciple, a follower of Jesus?  

- (About fishing!!!!)  

 

 


