
EMPC Board of Deacons 

Meeting Minutes 

September 19, 2023 @ 6:30 PM ~ Fellowship Hall 

Relational Meeting 

 

Present:  Lynn Bashew, Beth Beatty, Bev Bell, Beth Dickey, Don Faulconbridge, Howard 
Glass, Gisela Goetz, Nancy Hazy, Heather Hough, John Horne, Ruth Leo, Mary Markley, Bob 
McConnell, Donna Miller, Dan Ritenour, Bob Smith, Ellie Smith, Lisa Smith, Jeff Weinel, Joan 
Weinel 

Absent: Amy Bishop, Gail Chutz, Alayna Bishop, Dave Dayton, Larry Fleming, Tom Gregg, 
Ruth Leo, Tom Majure, Dorothy McMillen, Kim Peterson, Carly Stillwaggon 

Call to Order & Welcome:  Nancy Hazy called the meeting to order and opened the meeting in 
prayer.   

Opening Thought/Prayer:  Nancy Hazy introduced Ilma De La Rosa, Children’s Director.  
Ilma gave a devotion about creativity. 

Reports that cannot wait until the next “business” meeting:   

• Minutes from August 15, 2023:  Bob Smith requested that we adjust the minutes to 
reflect that the Missions Committee of EMPC (not just EMPC) sent $500 to World 
Vision.  The text was adjusted and a motion to approve the minutes of last month’s 
meeting was made by Ellie Smith and seconded by Don Faulconbridge.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 

• Communion:  There were none to report in the past month, however Nancy Hazy 
reported that she will be giving communion to Margaret Ann Paxton and Bev Bell 
reported that she will be giving communion to Derryl Lynn Gullo.   

• Removal of Deacon:  Nancy Hazy announced that Rick Blackburn has moved to 
Alabama and a motion is needed to remove him from the EMPC Board of Deacons.  Bob 
McConnell made a motion to remove him (with regret), and the motion was seconded by 
Nancy Hazy.  The motion was unanimously approved, and Nancy thanked Rick for his 
service.   

Announcements: 

• Floral Arrangements:  Nancy announced that Bonnie Lin has donated floral 
arrangements which may be taken and distributed to those whom we visit.  She thanked 
Bonnie Lin for the lovely arrangements. 

• Card Ministry:  Donna Miller announced that she will now be including on-line access 
information for Sunday services to out-of-town folks receiving cards. 

• Women’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study:  Nancy announced that there will be a 
Zoom option for any women wishing to attend this study which begins on October 11.  
Please let Ruth Leo or Mary Wike know if you are interested. 



• Help Needed:  A deacon is needed at each service to be a greeter/life operator assistant.  
Donna Miller is there for the 9 AM service most of the time.  Melissa Danielson 
confirmed the Welcome Team would “welcome” the additional support from the 
Deacons.  A sign-up sheet was passed around. 

Visitation:   

• Visitation Assignment Changes:  Beth Dickey reported on updates.  
o Don Faulconbridge:  Arnie Sodergren 
o Dave Dayton:  Bob Helfinstine 
o Ellie Smith:  Dee Wetzel 

Someone is still needed to visit Kathy Webb (College View Towers).  Nancy asked the 
Deacons to please pray about whether they can take this assignment.  Dan Ritenour said 
that he can help Kathy with transportation to the grocery store.   

Small Group Prayer:  The Deacons broke into small groups and prayed for people on the 
September prayer list. 

Other Business: 

• John Horne reported that Ruth Leo left some items on his porch (a little house that plays 
hymns and a remote speaker for a TV).  If anyone can use these items, they are welcome 
to take them. 

• Lynn Bashew passed around a bag of tissue packs (sewn by her mother) and said that 
Deacons can take these for their visitations.   

• Lynn Bashew shared a newspaper article about a student at Grove City College who was 
named “Top 5 Founders Under 25” by Pittsburgh Inno, an online outlet focused on the 
region’s tech and startup sectors, for his business, Resense, a company that produces and 
markets products to improve the lives of people with dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, 
as well as their caregivers.  Lynn had previously shared Resense’s products (coloring 
books, word search puzzles, etc.) with the Deacons and handed them out for distribution 
to whomever wanted to take them on their visits.  

• Beth Beatty announced that Lois Hamilton is attending another church because she goes 
with a friend.  Beth will ask her if she wants to be removed from the EMPC Deacons 
Visitation list. 

• Nancy announced that a Deacon is still needed to give a devotion at the October meeting 
and said to email Tom Gregg if you are available. 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 17 @ 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Bashew, Secretary 
East Main Church 
Board of Deacons 
 


