
June Minutes of EMPC Deacons

June 21, 2022 @ 7 PM in Fellowship Hall

Attendance:

Present: Howard Glass, Donna Miller, Becky Rider, Gisela Goetz, John Horne, Ruth Leo, Beth
Dickey, Ellie Smith, Bob Smith, Amy Hoffman, Tom Gregg, Terry Ketler, Dave Dayton, Mary
Markley, Jeff Weinel, Joan Weinel, Jack Jones, Lynn Bashew, Pastor Bill Hoffman
Excused: Larry Fleming, Nancy Hazy, Rick Blackburn. Dan Ritenour, Don Faulconbridge
Absent:  Bob McConnell, Dorothy McMillen, Kim Peterson

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Ruth Leo, Deacon President. She greeted Pastor Bill
Hoffman (guest), who thanked the Deacons for all they do. The Opening Thought was about Our
Daily Bread, a devotional available at the church entrances. EM Deacons contribute $125/year to
the organization.  Ruth explained that we should consider taking this publication with us to leave
with the person whom we are visiting.  Ruth read a letter from a prisoner who has been blessed
through the years by having received Our Daily Bread which helped her to change her life.

The May were approved following a motion and a second.

Announcements:
*There will be no July Meeting but stay in touch with those whom we visit.  Contact Becky or
Ruth with concerns.
*VBS starts on Monday, August 8 th and ends with an Ice Cream Social on 8/11.
*There will be a wedding at the church on August 12 th.
*The Senior Celebration will be August 14 th.

Treasurer’s Report: John Horne reported that donations of $650.00 were received and expenses
totaled $530.00 for the month.  The remaining balance is $813.00.

Senior Celebration Report: John Horne reported on the plans for the August 14 th Senior
Celebration.  He has received all the biographies and they are being proofread by Mary
Sodergren, Ellie Smith, and Dorothy Lippold.  John will have the booklets printed and sent out
by the middle of July. Stacy has volunteered to handle the RSVPs.  Dorothy and Ruth will meet
tomorrow to work on the invitation.  Rev Chris Weichman and his wife Karen will attend the
event, Chris will be interviewing participants during the event; many people will remember Chris
as he was the Associate Pastor at EM from 1998-2005. Chris is now Pastor and Head of Staff at
the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant in Erie. John has arranged for Jacolyn Majure to
work with some of the youth this summer to make nametags and place cards. As the Senior
Celebration is a Deacon event, please sign up to help.

New Babies: A blanket and Children’s Storybook Bible were delivered to Charles and Michelle
Clauss’ granddaughter, Penelope Rose Roup.  Penelope’s parents are Victoria and Gib Roup.
Melanie Ritenour, our new Baby Family Coordinator and a former active deacon, is now
oriented to our supplies.



Corresponding Secretary: Donna Miller reported that she sent 14 cards: 4 birthday, 5 Thinking of
You, 3 Get Well, and 2 sympathy cards.  Please notify Donna if you know of people needing an
encouraging card.

Drivers Report:  No one was transported in May.

Funerals: There were no funerals to report.

New Opportunities:

* As a follow-up to our discussion at the May meeting about a possible Men’s Event, there will
be a Men’s Breakfast on Saturday morning, Nov 19.  The speaker will be Bill Newton, a pastor
and author from Mars Hill, NC.  Bob McConnell and Rick Blackburn have volunteered to help
with this event. Pastor Hoffman will contact Bob and Rick about committee activities later in the
year.

* There will be a Widows’ Luncheon in September after church. Deacons will assist with this
event.

*Jeff Weinel reported on recent changes concerning Deacons’ visits to AHN—Grove City
Hospital.  Deacons may now make hospital visits, assuming the person doesn’t already have two
visitors.  Jeff would like to start a list of Deacons who would be available to make hospital visits.
He already has five volunteers on the list. Volunteers are Dorothy McMillen, Becky Rider, Gisela
Goetz, Jeff Weinel and Ruth Leo.  He will make a rotation schedule (two per week, in the event
someone is not available that week).

Visitation Reports: Becky Rider facilitated the visitation reports.  There was discussion of
special prayer requests for those we visit as well as a monitoring of the needs of individuals that
we may help.

Prayer for Special Needs: Howard Glass facilitated the prayer.  We remembered needs of several
deacons experiencing illness as well as the requests of those people whom we visit.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Bashew, Secretary


