
 Minutes of the June 15,2021 meeting of the EMPC Deacon Board 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by the Deacon President, Ruth Leo.  Members were in 

attendance in the EMPC Living Room and on Zoom and were introduced to Dr. Don Opitz who will be 

pastor-in-residence during Rev. Hoffman’s sabbatical leave of 10 weeks. The Opening Thought was led 

by Dorothy McMillen.  (Shortly, thereafter, persons on Zoom could receive only garbled voices.  Despite 

using the techniques used previously by Melissa Danielson and John Horne prior to the meeting, we could 

not continue with including deacons on Zoom. An apology email was sent to the deacons who had tried 

to attend on Zoom.  Neither Melissa nor Corrie Brown could determine the reason for the glitch.  This had 

happened to some previous groups as well. The deacons were fortunate as we had had meetings in-

person and on Zoom in Jan, Feb, March, April, and May.  The conclusion:  Zoom is tired of us!!)  

Minutes of April and May meetings were approved and seconded. (Attached) 

John Horne gave the Treasurer’s Reports for April and May (Attached) that were accepted.  The 

remaining balance is $574.  The Donovan Family gift to Deacons of $150 found a home.  In speaking with 

Novie Donovan about the potential gift of money to World Vision for Food Relief, especially in South 

Sudan, was one Novie felt the whole family would want (see attached email explaining details).  As this 

is a gift in Jere’s memory given on his birthday (June), Novie added another $150.  Because of matching 

gifts at World Vision, the $300 became $1500.  John explained that per the decision of Trustees and 

Session, in the future the church cannot act as an intermediary between individuals and mission groups.  

The original money gift came to deacons over a year ago prior to the decision. 

 In April, the Corresponding Secretary (Tammy Williams) sent 5 Birthday cards, 53 Easter cards, 1 

Sympathy, 2 thinking of you.    In May: Six Birthday cards and 4 Thinking of You cards. 

The Driver’s Report (Tammy Williams): In late March and early April : Seven rides were arranged; in May: 

2 were arranged.  This does not reflect total rides as some people arrange with their deacons for rides. 

The Funeral Coordinator, Dorothy McMillen, reported on the May 13,2021 Funeral Meal for the friends 

and family of Tim Wilson; 56 were in attendance in the Welcome Center as the Fellowship Hall was in 

use. Deacons were thanked for providing food and for serving in many ways. (Report attached) 

John Horne, Chairperson for the 2022 Senior Celebration reported on plans. (Minutes attached) John 

and Ruth Leo had a very brief meeting with Pastor Hoffman.  The date of August 14,2022 was chosen.  

On that Sunday, there will be one service followed by an All-Church Reception during which those over 

80 will be recognized. Those in their 90s and 100 and above will receive special recognition.  John plans 

to have a meeting in September 2021.  Additional persons for the committee should contact John. 

Becky Rider, Visitation Coordinator, lead the discussion about those whom we visit or call. This gave Dr. 

Opitz the opportunity to learn about parishioners he had not met as yet.  Deacons who could not attend 

sent reports to Becky.  As there will be not meeting in July, communicate concerns to Becky or Ruth. 

Heather Hough led us in Prayer for Special Needs. 

Attendance:  All deacons were either in attendance or had reported in. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ruth Leo for Mary Markley, Secretary  


