
May Minutes of EMPC Deacons

May 17, 2022

Attendance:

Present: Howard Glass, Bob McConnell, Dorothy McMillen, Donna Miller, Becky Rider, Rick
Blackburn, Don Faulconbridge, Gisela Goetz, John Horne, Ruth Leo, Beth Dickey Dan Ritenour.
Excused: Jack Jones, Teri Ketler, Lynn Bashew, Nancy Hazy, Amy Hoffman, Bob and Ellie
Smith, Larry Fleming, Tom Gregg, Heather Hough, Mary Markley, Kim Peterson, Jeff/Joan
Weinel
Absent: Dave Dayton

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Ruth Leo, Deacon President. The Opening Thought
was presented by Rick Blackburn. The April Minutes were approved following a Rider/ Horne
motion.

Announcements:
*The deacons were thanked for their assistance with the funeral meal for the Lippold Family
following the service for Ted Lippold.  The family members were very appreciative for the meal
and the opportunity to fellowship with friends and family.
*Post-pandemic, Deacons have permission to visit parishioners at AHN-Grove City.  At the June
meeting, Jeff Weinel will provide an orientation to deacons interested in serving as visitors.
*Resignation:  Camille Taylor has resigned from EM Deacons.  She will be marrying Wesley
Farra this summer; they will be living in the Cleveland area. Best Wishes to Kim and Wes!
Thank you for having served as a deacon for 2.5 years, Camille.

Treasurer’s Report: John Horne reported that total remaining balance is   $ 693.00.  The money
set aside for the Senior Celebration is: $1109.00

Senior Celebration Report: John Horne:  The committee met before the deacon meeting and
made plans for the August 14 th Senior Celebration. Most biographies have been submitted and
are being proofread by Mary Sodergren, Ellie Smith and Dorothy Lippold.

New Babies: There are no new babies to report. Melanie Ritenour has agreed to serve as the
liaison between new baby families and the deacons.  She will be oriented to the supplies etc.

Corresponding Secretary: Donna Miller:  19 cards were sent: 10 Bd, 7 Thinking of you, and 2
sympathy cards.  Please notify Donna if you know of people needing an encouraging card.

Drivers Report:  One parishioner was transported to a medical appointment.

Funeral Meal Report (Becky Rider for Heather Hough) an extensive report detailing food,
deacon participation, suggestions for future meals and more is on file.  Thank you, Funeral Meal
Committee!

New Opportunities: There was discussion of the possible Deacon -Supported Event for the Men
of the Church. The Deacons voted to proceed with the idea. We will work with Rev. Hoffman



and Luke Fugate as well as volunteers from the church; Deacon volunteers: Rick Blackburn and
Bob McConnell.  Please send all ideas to Ruth Leo who will communicate to appropriate people.
There should be a report of more plans by the June meeting.

Visitation Reports: Deacons will be asked to communicate their preferences regarding staying
with the same people to visit, adding on someone etc. Notify Beth Dickey or Becky Rider.

There was discussion of special prayer requests of those we visit as well as a monitoring of the
needs of individuals that we may help.

Prayer for Special Needs: Becky Rider facilitated the prayer.  We remembered needs of several
deacons experiencing illness as well as the requests of those people whom we visit. We prayed
for a solution to the crises in the world.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20.

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Leo for Lynn Bashew


