
EMPC Board of Deacons 

Meeting Minutes 

December 20, 2022 @ 7:00 PM ~ Fellowship Hall 

 

Present:  Lynn Bashew, Bev Bell, Amy/Alayna Bishop, Gail Chutz, Beth Dickey, Howard Glass, Gisela 
Goetz, Tom Gregg, Nancy Hazy, Bill Hoffman, John Horne, Heather Hough, Jack Jones, Ruth Leo, Tom 
Majure, Mary Markley, Donna Miller, Bob McConnell, Becky Rider, Dan Ritenour, Bob Smith, Ellie Smith, 
Lisa Smith, Carly Stillwaggon, Jeff Weinel, Joan Weinel 

Excused:  Beth Beatty, Dave Dayton, Don Faulconbridge, Larry Fleming, Amy Hoffman, Dorothy 
McMillen 

Absent:  Rick Blackburn, Teri Ketler 

 

Call to Order & Welcome:  Ruth Leo called the meeting to order and introduced the new deacons:  Carly 
Stillwaggon, Amy/Alayna Bishop, Lisa Smith, Gail Chutz, Tom Majure, and Bev Bell.  Tom Gregg gave a 
synopsis of the Deacon’s Brainstorming session and the plans to go forward with some of the ideas 
presented in order to make the Deacon’s Board a more effective ministry.  Ruth passed around a sign-up 
sheet for volunteers to distribute poinsettias. 

Opening Thought/Prayer:  Jeff Weinel 

Minutes:  The minutes of the November meeting were approved and seconded. (Horne/Rider motion) 

Treasurer’s Report:  John Horne reported a balance of $144.00 in the Deacon’s Fund.  There were no 
receipts or expenses for December.  John reported that donations totaled $3,300 and expenses were 
$3,126 thus far in 2022.  The Deacon’s Fund will be replenished to $1,000 in January, as is standard 
practice. 

New Babies:  Melanie Ritenour reported that she visited the Faulconbridge family:  Greg and Emily 
Faulconbridge and their new baby, Rosalee Mae.  Big sisters Ella and Lily enjoyed sharing their baby 
sister with the Ritenours.  Melanie reported that she also got gifts of hats, blankets, and the Children’s 
Bible for Laurie Kildoo’s grandchildren, Perla Camilla and Laura Mae Schell-Gonzales, who were baptized 
at East Main.  The Schell family (Laurie’s son) is here from China because of Covid in China.  Mr. Schell is 
teaching English in China.     

Corresponding Secretary:  Donna Miller reported that she sent nine birthday cards, six thinking-of-you 
cards, one get well, four sympathy, one thank you, and 49 Christmas cards.  She read cards from Drew & 
Nicole Logue, and Greg & Emily Faulconbridge.    

Driver’s Committee:  Nancy Hazy reported that there were no ride requests this month.  She suggested 
that perhaps this ministry should be announced to the congregation and added that it should be 
promoted more. 

Funeral Coordinator’s Report:  Heather reported that there were no funerals this month.  The last 
funeral meal was in September. 

Hospital Visitation:  There was nothing to report this month.  



Senior Celebration:  Ruth announced that Dan Ritenour has volunteered to chair the next event.  The 
Senior Celebration Committee will pick a date for the next event.  There was discussion about whether 
this event should be on a four or five year cycle, with a final decision to be made at a later date. 

Announcements:   

• The Men’s Event, held on November 19, was a huge success with many men in attendance.  The 
possibility of a follow-up event(s) is being discussed for the future. 

• Jeff Weinel reported that hospital visitation has been slow.  He suggested that we let the 
congregation know that the deacons are once again allowed to make hospital visits.  This 
information will be included in the Friday email newsletter to the congregation. 

Visitation Reports:  Beth Dickey facilitated the visitation reports.  Ruth asked that the deacons should 
only report changes and prayer requests.  

Prayer:  Ruth Leo led the prayer for special needs and asked everyone to please pray for the people we 
visit throughout the month. 

The next meeting will be held on January 17, 2023.      

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Bashew, Secretary  


