
This Month // 

news 
October 2017  

Pastor’s Message 

Sunday Services at 7:45 AM (30 Minute Service), 8:30AM (Classic), and 11:00AM (Contemporary).  Fellowship at 9:30AM.   

Educational Hour from 10:00AM-10:45AM: Adults (Fireside Room), IKON YOUTH (Ikon Room—6th-12th grade), Kids (GS Kids 

Room—age 2 years - 5th grade).  Library open on Sundays 9:30-11:00AM.  Prayer Room open 7:15AM-12:00PM. 

As we come into this special month that will include the commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the 
beginning of the Protestant Reformation I hope you will enjoy the special events that have been planned 

and that you can read about in the newsletter. 

I have said this repeatedly: Lutherans won’t be this cool again for another 500 years! 

But I want to make this historical event something very personal to our congregation and invite you to do 

something very specific that you will remember for the rest of your life. 

I am asking you to make a financial offering above and beyond your regular giving to Advance the       

Legacy.   

The Lutheran movement changed the course of human history by changing the Christian church. The best and lasting legacy of Lutheranism 
are congregations that proclaim Jesus boldly with an emphasis on God’s pure grace and Lutheran people who wake up daily with a sense of 

calling to live out their responsibilities with a focus on loving the neighbor. The legacy is simply godly and glorious.  

And here in America the on-going blessing of this legacy is threatened with extinction. 

The average congregation in our denomination baptizes 2.85 people a year.   

Armed with that information let me tell you some specific realities about our congregation:  

In the last 8 ½ years by my count we have lost 72 members to death or by moving away to be nearer to family due to age and disability. And 

these people were not members in some technical sense; they were all faithful Sunday worshippers and generous financial givers. 

These people were simply outstanding and faithful Lutheran Christians. 

With this kind of loss, a congregation must be baptizing new people constantly to keep our precious Lutheran movement alive. But as you 

learned above the number of people being baptized is pitifully small in most Lutheran congregations. 

So, what about Good Shepherd?  How many people are we baptizing? 

I give all praise to God as I tell you that by the end of this month we will have baptized 21 people so far, this year. 

The conclusion is obvious: If this rich reformation legacy is going to continue to bless more generations it is going to happen through          

congregations like Good Shepherd.   

That is why I am inviting you to give an extra one-time gift this month to advance the legacy. 

Your elected leaders have set the faith goal of $50,000 in extra offerings by Reformation Day which is October 31. 

Please pray about giving any amount that the Lord lays on your heart and if you like you can use the number 5 to guide you. 

Perhaps you could give $500 or $50 or $5000 or $5?   

Whatever you give will make a direct difference because the need for strong generosity for the rest of this year is very real for Good        

Shepherd right now. 

It is simply a very special time to be a Lutheran congregation but these moments quickly pass. 

I ask you to do your part through regular and now additional financial giving so that this movement, this legacy, will remain strong and        

advance through this congregation for generations to come.   

In Christ, 

Pastor Todd Wallace 



From The Council // 
Hospitality = hot coffee and snacks on a Sunday morning, conversation with old friends.  This has become a 

tradition here at Good Shepherd, enjoyed by many of you.  Joanne Johnson has been sharing her talents to 

organize this service for the past three years.   Thank you for your service Joanne! Take a moment and 

share your appreciation to Joanne, and another moment to consider your role in continuing hospitality.  

What can you contribute? 

Is there more to hospitality than coffee and snacks?  Absolutely!  Remember that the first of our core values 

is love.  “Hospitality is  rendering unto others what God has given us, including comfort, and the sharing of 

our food and friendship. It is often considered to be a Spiritual Gift. As a Spiritual Gift, Hospitality is the      

ability to provide an open house and a warm welcome to those in need of food and lodging (Acts 16:14-15; 

Romans 12:9-13; Romans 16:23; Hebrews 13:1-2; 1 Peter 4:9). Many Christians use the excuse, since I do not have the Gift of          

Hospitality I do not have to welcome others. This is a very dismal view, and totally goes against the precepts of  Scripture. It is, in fact, 

sin to think this way! Yes, it is a Spiritual Gift, and those who possess it will be extra diligent to put it into practice, and network with 

others to make this Gift function in abundance. It is like love; we all are called to love (1 Corinthians 13).”1 

The next time you are enjoying your cup of coffee, take the opportunity to look around.  Is there a face you don’t recognize? Have you 

met Vickie, Simone, Sylva, Sara or Michelle? “Our skills of being friendly will make the difference in whether a person makes this 

church a one-time visit, or returns to become an active member (Proverbs 17:17a)”1 

“For someone to feel comfortable at our church, he/she needs to make a connection, build a relationship, and feel welcomed. People 

need to feel that this church is their church.”1 

We have a designated Welcome Team on the front line that is a valued ministry asset. However, to be truly effective each one of us 

needs to accept the individual responsibility to be a “welcoming team” member, sharing our first core value of love. 

In the spirit of love, 

Doug Stewart 
916.488.2637 stewartd@winfirst.com 
1Implementing Hospitality, Dr. Richard J. Krejcir 
http://www.churchleadership.org/apps/articles/default.asp?articleid=42354&columnid= 

Stay Connected! // 
Stay connected to your church by following us on Facebook. 
Search Good Shepherd Sacramento in the search bar and “Like” 

our page!  

Enjoy easy access to our calendar, sermons, and more by 
downloading our free mobile app! Search Good Shepherd 

Sacramento in the App Store or Google Play Store.  

October 2017 



GS LIFE // 
October 2017 

GSLife allows our Good Shepherd family to securely communicate with one         
another. It brings together a church directory, calendar, group information,  service 

opportunities, event signups and more. 

WHY USE GSLIFE 

 Access our church directory 

 Connect with groups  

 Find ways to serve 

 Manage your giving 

 Update your personal information 

 Direct your church communication 

 Sign up for events and classes 
 

HOW TO ACCESS GSLIFE 

Three different ways! 

 App: GSLife icon in the Good Shepherd Sacramento app 

 Website: GSLife link at gschurch.us from the MORE tab 

 Internet: GSLife URL at https://gschurch.ccbchurch.com  

 SIGN UP for a username on the login page. You will receive  

       an email response to set your password  

 
 

WHAT TO DO NEXT 

 Review your personal profile 

 Update information for you and your family 

 Adjust your communication settings 

 Assess your privacy settings 

 Manage your service schedule 

 Explore groups 

 Set up a recurring gift 

 Find tips in HELP and on the HOME page 

 

Is my information secure? 
The information contained in GSLife will not show up in any search engine and can only be viewed by members with a login and      
password.   
 

Who can use GSLife? 
Church members are the only people who can view the online directory. Attenders may be granted GSLife logins, but with absolutely 
no access to people information.  
  

What can others see about me? 
Church members can see your name, contact phone, email address and gender until you update your personal privacy settings.  Your 
picture will also be visible if one is uploaded.  You will only be identified with a group or class you participate in if you are the leader of 
that group. 
 

Why should I add personal information? 
There is a difference between what you put in GSLife and what you choose to share.  What you put into GSLife is important for our 
church records, but you may choose to display as much or little of your personal information to other members in GSLife as you prefer. 
 

Is information about children protected? 
Children under the age of 14 are only visible in GSLife to their parents and appropriate church leaders and staff.   
 

Who can see my giving? 
Only you and appropriate church leaders and staff can view your personal and family giving records, or download your giving        
statement. 
 

What if I don’t have internet access? 
Inside News is available weekly inside your worship program.  Our monthly publication, Good Shepherd News, is available in the       
Welcome Center.  Contact the church office to receive a printed member directory. 
 

Who do I contact with questions? 
Call the church office at 483-0451 or email  info@gschurch.us with any questions. 

FAQ 

Good Shepherd Church * www.gschurch.us * 1615 Morse Ave, Sacramento, CA 95864 * 916-483-0451 

mailto:info@gschurch.us


May 2017 Looking Ahead // 

10/6/17 & 10/7/17 — Fall Rummage Sale from 9:00AM-3:00PM. Items can be dropped off to the 

Fellowship Hall beginning 10/2/17 @ 8:00AM. 

10/8/17 — New Members being received at 8:30AM & 11:00AM. 

10/15/17 — GS Kids Choir Performance @ 11:00AM.  

10/10/2017 — Living and Learning With Purpose Event with Pastor Joe Johnson from       

10:00AM-3:00PM. Sign up on Sunday morning or at gschurch.us. 

10/14/2017 — Dr. Hans Wiersma presents: “Luther’s Reformation and the Future of the American 

Church.” Join us here at Good Shepherd @ 6:30PM.  

10/19/2017 — Taste Of Luther: Wine. Event @ 6:30PM at a private home. Sign up @ 

gschurch.us. 

11/2/17 — Taste Of Luther: Beer. Event @ 6:30 at 19 Handles Pub. Sign up @ gschurch.us. 

 

October 2017 

Good Shepherd Church * www.gschurch.us * 1615 Morse Ave, Sacramento, CA 95864 * 916-483-0451 

The 2017 Fall Rummage Sale is the first weekend in October. Join us on Friday 10/6 &    
Saturday 10/7 from 9:00 to 3:00 for great deals! 

The Preschool Bake Sale is on Friday 10/6! 

Donations can be dropped off between 8:30AM & 6:00PM from Mon10/2 to Wed 10/4! 



October 2017 

Pray For Our Men and Women in the Military// 
Ryan Baker * Heather Campbell * Christopher Day * Blake Fair *Joseph Fullerton *  Michael Harrison *           

Gregory Houghtby * Zachary Jensen * Cody Johnstone * Alex Kraal * Christian Lucero  * Cosme Munzo *              

Michael Nolan * Liam O'Brien * Matthew Sirko * Eamon Turnbull * Nathan Wallace * Noah Wallace *  

Special Events //  

 Saturday, October 14 — Dr. Hans Wiersma presents: 

“Luther’s Reformation and the Future of the American 

Church” @ 6:30PM at Good Shepherd 

 Thursday, October 19 — taste of Luther (wine):  

      Pastor Todd presents Martin Luther’s Three Treatises 

 Thursday, November 2 — taste of Luther (Beer):        

      Pastor Todd presents Martin Luther’s Three Treatises 

 Thursday, November 16— taste of Luther (coffee):  

      Pastor Todd presents Martin Luther’s Three Treatises 

Sign up @gschurch.us 

Our GS Kids Choir is performing on Sunday, 

October 15th @ 11:00AM.  

You don’t want to miss this! 



Good Shepherd Preschool // 
October 2017 

Hello Friends of the Preschool 

October is a busy month for your Church Preschool. 

We are going to Fog Willow Pumpkin Farm on Wednesday, October 4th.  This is an annual field trip for your preschool.  We will 

learn about farm animals, pet some goats and sheep, take a hayride and of course find the perfect pumpkin to bring home. 

We need bakers for our FALL BAKE SALE on Friday, October 6th.  If you can help us, please bring your bake sale item on 

Thursday, October 5th or early Friday, October 6th.  Our bake sale runs in conjunction with the Church Rummage Sale.   

Want to take a peek at your Preschool?  On Thursday, October 19, 2017 from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. your preschool will 

hold an OPEN HOUSE.  This is an opportunity for you to see and meet the preschool staff, and families that attend Good         

Shepherd Preschool. 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED TO SPREAD THE WORD…  Please help us increase our enrollment!  Good Shepherd has a hidden 

jewel here on the corner of Arden Way and Morse Avenue.  We need your help to help spread the word about our Church          

Preschool.  Can you hang a flyer or post about your Church preschool at your jobsite or website?  Tell your neighbors with small 

children about our Church’s Preschool ministry?  Or do you have other ideas on how we can get the word out?  Let me know. 

Thank you for your Thrivent Choice Dollars and designated church offerings to your Preschool.  Your generosity is greatly          

appreciated. 

Thank you for your continuing support for your preschool ministry.  Through your support we are able to keep Jesus in our young 

friends’ hearts and minds, to make a better future for all of us. 

preschool@gschurch.us   916-483-0466 

Sandy Oakes, Director   

Sunday Services at 7:45 AM (30 Minute Service), 8:30AM (Classic), and 11:00AM (Contemporary).  Fellowship at 9:30AM.   

Educational Hour from 10:00AM-10:45AM: Adults (Fireside Room), IKON YOUTH (Ikon Room—6th-12th grade), Kids (GS Kids 

Room—age 2 years - 5th grade).  Library open on Sundays 9:30-11:00AM 

mailto:preschool@gschurch.us
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Operation Christmas Child // 
We are packing boxes for Operation Christmas Child 
EARLY this year and we have some big goals!  
Operation Christmas Child is a program where churches 
send boxes full of goodies and the love of Jesus to kids 
(ages 2-14) around the world at Christmas time. 
 
The GS Kids are celebrating the Reformation by packing 
shoe boxes on a Service Sunday on October 29th. This 
means we need your donations of toys, school supplies, 
and hygiene products to the donation table by October 
22nd (or at the very least to the church office by October 
25th). 
 
We are hoping to have enough donations for the kids to pack 100 boxes.  This means we need enough "wow" items, toys,            
hygiene products, and school supplies to pack shoe boxes for 100 kids.   
 
If you would like specific ideas for what to donate, please pick up a list from our information table in the Courtyard, or check for a 
link in our weekly email. 

iMPACT Staff Highlight // Sway Phal 
 

Hello. My name is Sway. I am a husband and father of two month old baby 
Elijah, as well as a musician, athlete, home cook, and tech geek. Here at 

Good Shepherd, I am the Youth Minister and one of the Sons of Thunder. 
 

God has directed my steps from the very beginning, bringing me to this 
church in 2010, where I met Drew Wademan (our Youth Director) and        
became part of the IKON staff as the Youth Worship Arts Leader. I left the 
summer of 2011 to pursue missions and other ministry work, and in those 
following years, I met my wife. We returned to the Sacramento Area in the 
summer of 2013, got married, and have been working with the youth here 

since. 
 

I joined the iMPACT Team in the spring of 2014, where I now help to oversee 
Camps, our Sons of Thunder ministry, and Open Gym Basketball. It has 

been an incredible journey watching the kids we serve grow, as well as growing alongside them. God is always teaching me new 
things as we try to teach and mentor the youth to become honorable young men and women. Every day spent with them is helping 

me practice for fatherhood. Through them, I am learning to “stand on grace, walk by faith, and live in love.”  
 

When I look at how far I’ve come, I realize that nothing is without His Grace. He sustains me, strengthens me, gives me hope.  He is 

my purpose, my provider, my rock. In Him I find refuge and rest, and His grace is more than enough. 
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