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Pastor’s Message

news

This is a brief essay on what I call the Spectacular and Stunning Demise of Cultural
Christianity.
I have never liked cultural Christianity. From childhood something about it was sickening to
me. It is mostly centered around going to church, getting married in church, having your
funeral in church, but not following Jesus every day of your life because you do not have a
personal relationship with Him.

This Month //

It was for people who went to church because of an ethnic background, family tradition, social interaction, or enjoyment of
some kind of church related activity. None of these things are bad in any way except when they were a substitute for
following Jesus. And as the Danish Philosopher Soren Kierkegaard pointed out decades ago that is exactly what it was: a
substitute for following Jesus for many people.
There was a time when cultural Christianity “worked” in the sense that people came to church with some regularity, had their
children “christened” and brought their children to Sunday School until the whole family dropped out after the last child was
graduated out of the church through confirmation.

But now that entire form of Christianity is on the brink of extinction. The death rattles are heard in the complete collapse of
main-line denominations and the institutions that supported them and the thousands of congregations that once had
hundreds attending but have shrunk down to a handful of the faithful.
But as we anticipate the Easter Season here is our blazing hope: from out of death God is raising up new and glorious life.
There is a growing number of congregations like our own who are rising into the Winds of the Holy Spirit blowing in our
generation.
These congregations are not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus and sharing it with others. They bring their faith out into the
community and cause Kingdom influence to come to our society. They pray with fire, tithe their income, use technology
wisely, encourage innovation, and flow in the passionate life of the Holy Spirit.

Church life will never be like it was before, but it will be so much better because Jesus is alive and the Holy Spirit is being
poured out.
In Christ,
Pastor Todd

Sunday Services at 7:45 AM (30 Minute Service), 8:30AM (Classic), and 11:00AM (Contemporary). Fellowship at 9:30AM.
Educational Hour from 10:00AM-10:45AM: Adults (Fireside Room), Youth (Ikon Room—6th-12th grade), Kids (GS Kids Room—
age 2 years - 5th grade). Library open on Sundays 9:30-11:00AM. Prayer Room open 7:15AM-12:30PM

From The Council // President’s Message

March 2018

A member of Good Shepherd posed a question to me, and others may have the same question.
The question was “Are the Good Shepherd Council and Trustees meetings open to be attended
by people who are not elected members of Council or Trustees?” The answer is yes! If you are
interested in attending a Council meeting, the meetings are scheduled for the 4 th Wednesday of
the month, starting at 6 pm in the Executive Court conference room. Trustees meet on the
3rd Wednesday of the month (same time and place). On a very occasional basis, the dates may
change, so if you are planning to attend, it would be wise to confirm with a member of Council or
Trustees or the Church office. For future reference, the meetings are listed on the GS Church app
calendar.
Many Good Shepherd people have shared that their prayer lives are benefitting substantially as a
result of reading the book A Praying Life, by Paul E. Miller, which Sandy Long introduced to us
(thank you, Sandy!). The quality of my prayer life has kicked up multiple significant notches, and
the frequency of my feeling close to and connected with the Holy Spirit and Jesus cause me to
look forward to starting my day with prayer unlike any other time in my life. My thankfulness for the blessing of this book has
inspired me to give several copies of the book to others, and I have ordered more for my siblings and to have on hand for others.
Thom Rainer, an award-winning author of several best-selling books, encourages Christians to pray five minutes each day for our
pastor and his family. Thom’s recent article “Eleven Specific Ways to Pray for Your Pastor” points out, “The Enemy will do
whatever he can to destroy the ministry of your pastors.” Several specific areas Thom suggests we pray for our pastor and his
family are: wisdom, encouragement, protection against Satan and discouragement, and for gospel opportunities. While I will
likely never fully appreciate the challenges people in the sacred role of pastor face, I can imagine the role of a pastor would take
a tremendous toll on a person’s spiritual, emotional, and physical strength. It makes perfect sense that Satan would target
pastors because damage Satan can inflict upon a pastor will have ramifications for countless numbers of God’s people.
Please join me in encouraging and continuously prioritizing prayers for Pastor Todd and Cathi (I know many Good Shepherd
people have done so for years). In the opposite manner of Satan strategically targeting pastors, regular prayer by even more
Good Shepherd people will have substantial God-filled ramifications for Pastor Todd, Cathi, and countless numbers of God’s
people. There are many Bible verses for our prayer cards; a few examples are: Isaiah 40:31 “…but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”; 1
Corinthians 15:58 “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the
work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”; and Philippians 4:19 “And my God will meet all
your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”.
Praying for the love and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ to be with you,
Tammy Wilcox

Stay Connected! //
Stay connected to your church by following us on
Facebook. Search Good Shepherd Sacramento in the
search bar and “Like” our page!

Enjoy easy access to our calendar, sermons, and more by
downloading our free mobile app! Search Good Shepherd
Sacramento in the App Store or Google Play Store.

Good Shepherd Church * www.gschurch.us * 1615 Morse Ave, Sacramento, CA 95864 * 916-483-0451

Looking Ahead //
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3/3/18 — Men’s Breakfast @ 7:30AM in the Fireside Room
3/4/18 — Resume Café @ 9:30AM
3/18/18 — Michelle Sayers Memorial Service and Reception @ 2:00 PM
3/25/18 — Palm Sunday—GS Kids taking over 11:00AM
3/29/18 — Holy Thursday service @ 6:00PM
3/30/18 — Good Friday services @ 12:00PM & 7:00PM
3/30/18 — Good Friday Family Experience @ 5:00PM
4/1/18 — Easter Sunday services @ 9:00AM & 11:00AM
4/1/18 — GS Kids Resurrection Party @ 10:10AM
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GS KIDS //
GS KIDS PALM SUNDAY
Don't miss the 11:00 AM Service on Palm Sunday, March 25th,
where the kids will be singing, praying, reading, waving palms and
praising Jesus. Parents, keep an eye on your email for special
instructions for that day so that your kid can participate.

GOOD FRIDAY FAMILY EXPERIENCE
Please join us for our kid-friendly Good Friday Family
Experience. This is an experiential telling of the Good Friday story
that is designed to impress kids and families with the impact of Jesus’s
sacrifice in a way that is appropriate for kids of all ages.
This experience starts at 5:00 PM on Good Friday and will last for
about 30-35 minutes in the Sanctuary. Invite your friends!

GS KIDS RESURRECTION PARTY
This Easter, just after 10:00 AM, join us (starting in the Fireside
Room, moving into Fellowship Hall) for our FIRST EVER
Resurrection Party. Kids will get a chance to experience the JOY
of The Resurrection and learn how it changed the world forever!
The kids will gather in the Fireside Room and once we’re all ready,
we’ll enter into the HUGE CELEBRATION where they can play
games, do crafts, grab snacks, and experience the empty
tomb. Kids who visit all 4 stations to discover the 4 TRUTHS OF EASTER can enter our GRAND PRIZE drawing. We’ll finish the party with music led by our GS Kids and a bubble procession though the Courtyard.
This party will start AFTER the 9:00 AM Service ends and end BEFORE the 11:00 AM Service begins, so you can attend
either service AND join us for the party.

OUR GS KIDS NEED YOU ON EASTER!
We need people to serve in setting up, running, and tearing down our Easter Sunday Resurrection Party. If you can
serve Saturday morning (set up), Sunday morning (party host), or Sunday after the 11:00 AM Service (tear down),
email Cathleen@gschurch.us, and let me know how you can help. THANK YOU!

Sunday Services at 7:45 AM (30 Minute Service), 8:30AM (Classic), and 11:00AM (Contemporary). Fellowship at 9:30AM.
Educational Hour from 10:00AM-10:45AM: Adults (Fireside Room), IKON YOUTH (Ikon Room—6th-12th grade), Kids (GS Kids
Room—age 2 years - 5th grade). Library open on Sundays 9:30-11:00AM. Prayer Room open 7:15AM-12:30PM.
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EASTER 2018 //
Blessings Good Shepherd Family!

I am opening up the choir to anyone who would like to participate
in our Easter Celebration services! If you love to sing with
passion, than this is your calling! If you don't know how to
read music, that's o.k.! I want this to be a fun and friendly
opportunity for you to join the production side of worship to help
engage all those attending on Easter Sunday to connect more
deeply in worship. Jesus is calling all those who can sing, who
want to sing, and who want to serve and help lead! Please join
the Good Shepherd 'WALL OF SOUND’ at both our 9:00AM &
11:00AM services. Rehearsals will be every Wednesday night
through March, from 6:30pm to 7:30pm. If you are curious about
joining the GS choir, you are welcome to stay and join our regular
choir rehearsal which starts at 7:35pm. Singers of all ages are
welcome.
Joyfully,
Jeff Schulz, Director of Worship & Music

Good Shepherd Preschool //
Hello Friends of the Preschool!

A big thank you for all of you who have supported us in the See’s Candy fundraiser! We
appreciate all of your purchases, and will have all of the candy available for pick up on
Sunday, March 11th.
Please note, as of this month Good Shepherd Preschool is no longer accepting recycling
donations: cans, bottles, or electronic waste (e-waste). We have difficulty sorting the
recyclables without impacting our play space, and it is more challenging to exchange
recycling for CRV funds than in years past. We sincerely appreciate the tremendous support
and commitment of our congregation to the preschool ministry and look forward to partnering
in new ways in the future.
March kicks off with a variety of fun-filled activities, including fun from our mischievous friends, the leprechauns. But something more
important than any other holiday happens this March: the preschool children are learning about Easter, and about God’s own son,
Jesus.
On Sunday, March 24th at the 11:00AM service, our preschool children will share some songs they have been practicing to
celebrate our Lord. Please be sure to give our preschool families a “Big Good Shepherd Welcome.”
February was the month of love. During March we are continuing our theme by promoting being kind and gentle, and always being a
good friend. We are encouraging our friends to be like Jesus. You may hear “Do you have your Jesus on?” It is a reminder to our
preschool children to be kind, gentle, and a good friend. A good reminder for all!
In this time of Easter, may you have the blessing that is Jesus Christ.
Your Preschool Director, Kristen Ljung.

Sunday Services at 7:45 AM (30 Minute Service), 8:30AM (Classic), and 11:00AM (Contemporary). Fellowship at 9:30AM.

St. John’s Program for Real Change //
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You may have heard the recent news that Sacramento County voted to end it’s financial support of
St. John’s Program to a loss of $60,000 every month. We are lovingly urging you to show your
support for a continued partnership between the County of Sacramento and Saint John’s by
signing a petition. It takes less than one minute to complete the petition. Please text RealChange to
797979 (the caps are intentional, as is leaving out the space in between Real Change). You will be
sent a petition immediately which will then ask you to fill out your name and email address only. It
is that simple and your support is crucial as there is tremendous need for this program in our
community (their current waitlist has over 600 women and children in queue!).

March Needs: St. John’s Program is currently in need of washcloths, towels, feminine hygiene products, twin
blankets and twin sheet sets.

Sierra Arden Food Closet //
After serving 735 people (232 households) in January we are again experiencing many new
food insecure people during February...Many people are living in their cars while some are
homeless. It is amazing how many are coming to a food pantry for the very first time.
Since we care about our neighbors we wonder sometimes what happens to them when we no
longer see them. What a delight it was to receive a letter from one of them. Included are a
couple excerpts from that letter. “I was not working due to a series of health crises and
literally did not know where my next meal was coming from. As a result of your contributions over the Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays of 2015, I was able to stay fed until I could get back on my feet financially.---- God bless you all in
the work your food pantry does to lift up the least, lost and last of our community.” We love to receive such reassurances
that God is working through us.
Another exciting occurrence during February was our purchase of a replacement commercial refrigerator for our closet. We were
able to buy a new one with the generous support we have received from all of you during these past years. Thank you from the
bottom of our hearts!!
Looking ahead to next month our urgent need is for chili, soup, ramen noodles, pork and beans, toilet paper, cereal and
hot chocolate packets.
Donations are accepted during regular hours Monday through Friday: 9:30 to 11:30 am. Call us at 483-1942 if you have
questions or know of anyone in need of food.

Pray For Our Men and Women in the Military//
Ryan Baker * Heather Campbell * Christopher Day * Blake Fair *Joseph Fullerton * Michael Harrison *
Gregory Houghtby * Zachary Jensen * Cody Johnstone * Alex Kraal * Christian Lucero * Cosme Munzo *
Michael Nolan * Liam O'Brien * Matthew Sirko * Eamon Turnbull * Nathan Wallace * Noah Wallace
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GS LIFE //
GSLife allows our Good Shepherd family to securely communicate with one
another. It brings together a church directory, calendar, group information, service
opportunities, event signups and more.
WHY USE GSLIFE
 Access our church directory
 Connect with groups
 Find ways to serve
 Manage your giving
 Update your personal information
 Direct your church communication
 Sign up for events and classes

HOW TO ACCESS GSLIFE
Three different ways!
 App: GSLife icon in the Good Shepherd Sacramento app
 Website: GSLife link at gschurch.us from the MORE tab
 Internet: GSLife URL at https://gschurch.ccbchurch.com
 SIGN UP for a username on the login page. You will receive
an email response to set your password

WHAT TO DO NEXT
 Review your personal profile
 Update information for you and your family
 Adjust your communication settings
 Assess your privacy settings
 Manage your service schedule
 Explore groups
 Set up a recurring gift
 Find tips in HELP and on the HOME page

FAQ
Is my information secure?
The information contained in GSLife will not show up in any search engine and can only be viewed by members with a login and
password.
Who can use GSLife?
Church members are the only people who can view the online directory. Attenders may be granted GSLife logins, but with absolutely
no access to people information.
What can others see about me?
Church members can see your name, contact phone, email address and gender until you update your personal privacy settings. Your
picture will also be visible if one is uploaded. You will only be identified with a group or class you participate in if you are the leader of
that group.
Why should I add personal information?
There is a difference between what you put in GSLife and what you choose to share. What you put into GSLife is important for our
church records, but you may choose to display as much or little of your personal information to other members in GSLife as you prefer.
Is information about children protected?
Children under the age of 14 are only visible in GSLife to their parents and appropriate church leaders and staff.
Who can see my giving?
Only you and appropriate church leaders and staff can view your personal and family giving records, or download your giving
statement.
What if I don’t have internet access?
Inside News is available weekly inside your worship program. Our monthly publication, Good Shepherd News, is available in the
Welcome Center. Contact the church office to receive a printed member directory.
Who do I contact with questions?
Call the church office at 483-0451 or email info@gschurch.us with any questions.
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