
This Month // 

news 

July 2018 

Pastor’s Message 

Sunday Services at 7:45 AM (30 Minute Service), 8:30AM (Classic), and 11:00AM (Contemporary).  Fellowship at 9:30AM.   

Educational Hour from 10:00AM-10:45AM: Adults (Fireside Room), Youth (Ikon Room—6th-12th grade), Kids (GS Kids Room—

age 2 years - 5th grade).  Library open on Sundays 9:30-11:00AM.  Prayer Room open 7:15AM-12:30PM 

I am so encouraged about something that happened a few days ago on our campus. A team of 

people from our Next Gen fellowship group met on a Friday night for a work project.  

As we continue to work toward the relaunch of our Early Learning Center these fine folks put in 

some serious sweat equity to further the cause.  

And this is why their service encouraged me: as long as you have younger adults willing to serve 

and sacrifice for their congregation you have a future.  

Congregations have life cycles: 

It begins with the Launch period when a relatively small group of committed Jesus followers does 
the sacrificial work of witnessing to others in their community and inviting people into Christian 

fellowship. 

Next comes the Momentum Growth phase when you have enough people to start regular worship services and this is followed by 

a season when you are constructing new buildings to serve the ever-growing number of people participating in the ministry. 

This cycle of rapid growth flows into a strong healthy and increasing congregation. 

And then decline comes. Congregations in decline go into maintenance mode of keeping the older members happy and trying to 
keep the now aging buildings serviceable. This leads to the Preservation mode where a congregation is desperately trying to find 

the money to keep going a little longer.  A congregation ends its life on life support. 

Praise God that the decline can be reversed! When an established church recaptures its passion for reaching people for Jesus 
and constantly invites people into congregational life, growth is reignited. When serious mission into the neighborhood is          

prioritized and an emphasis on children, youth, and family ministry is brought back, change comes.  

The result is a new lease on life for an established congregation. 

Sound like any congregation you know?   

In Christ, 
Pastor Todd Wallace 

Pastor Todd’s Sermon Series PORTRAITS OF          
PASSION is underway! To listen, go to              

www.gschurch.us/more and click on SERMONS!  
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From The Council // President’s Message 
Last month, I wrote about gratitude and joy. One of my comments was gratitude & joy have       
recently been so much more present in my heart, mind, and prayer. Thanks to God, Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit, gratitude & joy are in the same place this month as they were last month! So, I will 
continue with the theme of gratitude. 
  
For starters, let’s reference Colossians 3:15 – 16 “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since 
as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ 
dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts”. 
  
I am filled with gratitude to be a member of Good Shepherd! We have a great staff who work well 
as a team and devote their gifts to the success of our church. For now, I will highlight several 
members of our staff and some precious Good Shepherd volunteers. 
  
I am thankful for Sandy Long, Good Shepherd’s Director of Discipleship. During the several years Sandy has been on staff, she 
has had an incredible impact on Good Shepherd and so many people! Because of Sandy’s leadership and gifts, we are a            
welcoming church to people new to Good Shepherd, for people who have attended Good Shepherd for decades, and everyone in 
between. Sandy plans and provides growth opportunities during Lent and a wide variety of small groups throughout the year. 
Sandy provides supportive perspective, advice and counsel to many people.   
  
Approximately six months ago, Sway Phal became Good Shepherd’s Director of Student Ministry. Previously, Sway was a devoted 
volunteer for Good Shepherd’s IKON youth group; this prepared him for his current leadership role. Over 20 middle and high 
school students recently joined Sway on IKON summer retreats in Santa Cruz; the theme for the retreats was Real Faith. My        
observation is teens involved in IKON embrace Sway as a treasured mentor for their faith and lives. In the words of one Good 
Shepherd teen, “Sway is an awesome dude who always knows what to say and do. Sway was the ideal person to follow Drew as 
IKON’s leader”. I am also thankful for Alex Gilmore and Jessica Ritchie, two very dedicated volunteers whose contributions are 
essential to the rich faith development of our youth. 
  
Elizabeth Shults is Good Shepherd’s Director of Operations. Elizabeth makes sure all of the administrative things that need to    
happen are taken care of with excellence and with the optimal amount of dollars and other resources. Elizabeth is gifted in        
identifying opportunities to improve processes, utilize new technology (such as the GSLife app), and lead whatever changes will 
contribute to our collective ability to Bring God’s Hope, Help, and Healing to Our Changing World. For example, Elizabeth has     
recently collaborated with other members of staff and volunteers to develop important youth ministry policies and procedures to 
safeguard children and students participating in our ministry, as well as the staff and volunteers who work with them.   
  
An attribute common to all three of these Directors is their spouses are also key Good Shepherd volunteers, assisting their spouse 
and in other ways. Many thanks to:  Chris Long, Sara Phal, and Bob Shults for their volunteer work and for their overall support of 
their spouses. 
  
Please join me in thanking these and other members of Good Shepherd’s staff and volunteers, 
thanking our Good Shepherd for them and asking Him to bless them and their calling. 
  
Praising God and Good Shepherd Staff and Volunteers,  
 
Tammy Wilcox 
Council President   



BIG NEWS— In Case You Missed It  // 



    7:45-8:15      WORSHIP  

    8:30-9:15      BIBLE STUDY  

  9:30-10:30      WORSHIP & KIDS CHURCH  

11:00-12:00      WORSHIP & KIDS CHURCH 

 

 

Will I still be able to get my coffee on     

Sunday morning? 

Of course!  Coffee will be available       

throughout the morning.   

 

Will I still have the option to enjoy the 

style of music that helps me worship       

Jesus? 

Yes. The 9:30 service will have the flow and 

familiarity of the 8:30 service but with a          

variety of music, while the 11:00 service will 

be modern. 

  

What is Kids Church? 

While parents are in worship, their kids have 

the opportunity to worship together through 

music, prayer, a reading and a message in 

children’s ministry with their peers. Kids three 

months through TK will be cared for in the 

newly remodeled early learning center, and 

kids in kindergarten through 5th grade will 

gather for Kids Church in the GSKids room. 

 

Can I have my kids with me in the main       

sanctuary for worship? 

Absolutely!  Parents are always in charge of 

their kids’ spiritual growth. Everyone who 

brings kids on Sunday will have three         

options: 

1. Attend worship in the sanctuary with 

your kids 

2. Check the kids into children’s ministry 

and attend service 

3. Check the kids into children’s ministry, 

volunteer on the children’s ministry 

team, and then attend worship as a  

family. 

 

What will teens do on Sunday? 

Our teens in 6th through 12th grade worship 

and study together on Wednesday nights.  

On  Sundays, our hope is that they continue 

to bring their unique passion to one of our       

worship gatherings and learn to serve by     

joining our Junior Volunteer Team             

supporting a variety of ministries.   

 

So, what is changing the most starting  

August 26th? 

The biggest change starting on August 26th 

will be our need for more people who serve 

on Sunday morning, particularly in children’s     

ministry. 

Sunday Services at 7:45 AM (30 Minute Service), 8:30AM (Classic), and 11:00AM (Contemporary).  Fellowship at 9:30AM.   

Educational Hour from 10:00AM-10:45AM: Adults (Fireside Room), Youth (Ikon Room—6th-12th grade), Kids (GS Kids Room—

age 2 years - 5th grade).  Library open on Sundays 9:30-11:00AM.  Prayer Room open 7:15AM-12:30PM 
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Looking Ahead // 

7/4/18—OFFICE CLOSED for 4th of July 

7/8/18— GS KIDS Resumes @ 10:00AM 

7/11/18 — IKON Youth resumes @ 7:00PM 

7/15/18— Tavia Dickson Memorial Service @ 2:00PM 

7/17/18— TapTalks #3 @ 6:30PM at Porchlight Brewing Company 

7/19/18 — IKON Pool Party @ 2:00PM 

7/29/18 — SERVE SUNDAY 

Good Shepherd Church * www.gschurch.us * 1615 Morse Ave, Sacramento, CA 95864 * 916-483-0451 

Stay Connected! // 
Stay connected to your church by following us on           

Facebook. Search Good Shepherd Sacramento in the 
search bar and “Like” our page!  

 

Enjoy easy access to our calendar, sermons, and more by 
downloading our free mobile app! Search Good Shepherd 

Sacramento in the App Store or Google Play Store.  

GS Kids are BACK on 7/8!!! // 



Good Shepherd Preschool // 
July 2018 

Pray For Our Men and Women in the Military// 

Hello Good Shepherd! 
 
We hope you are having a beautiful summer enjoying the sun and family! We are still on track for      
August 6th to be our first day of school. Thank you for your patience as we make goodness from the 
start! 
 
We have had some major changes on our school campus! Our preschool playground has undergone 
lots of sawing and tilling, and soon the trike track and turf will be in our yard. We gained a lot of space 
with a gate change, so we will have more beautiful trees to shade our children. Our concrete will also be poured this week to 
make a great walkway into the new building. 
 
Inside our preschool, the building is framed, plumbing and electrical are set, and we will be working on installing the new lights 
and drywall this week. We strategically created the space to maximize supervision and develop intentional places for the children 
to learn. 
 
Our school was blessed with a block grant from Sacramento County of Education, and we purchased a large amount of pretend 
play items! Be on the lookout for our pretend coffee shop storefront, new pretend kitchen, carpentry workshop, and adorable farm-
house playhouse in the playground! 
 
Please feel free to wave to our contractors when you drive by! They are so honored to work on our school and are taking extra 
care to create goodness in our building. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call the office or send an email. I will get back to you quickly, as you are 
my priority! Have a very safe 4th of July, and we will see you for the first day of school! 

Ryan Baker * Heather Campbell * Christopher Day * Blake Fair *Joseph Fullerton *  Michael Harrison *           

Gregory Houghtby * Zachary Jensen * Cody Johnstone * Alex Kraal * Christian Lucero  * Douglas Murphy 

*Cosme Munzo *  Michael Nolan * Matthew Sirko * Eamon Turnbull * Nathan Wallace * Noah Wallace   



Sunday Services at 7:45 AM (30 Minute Service), 8:30AM (Classic), and 11:00AM (Contemporary).  Fellowship at 9:30AM.   

Educational Hour from 10:00AM-10:45AM: Adults (Fireside Room), IKON YOUTH (Ikon Room—6th-12th grade), Kids (GS Kids 

Room—age 2 years - 5th grade).  Library open on Sundays 9:30-11:00AM. Prayer Room open 7:15AM-12:30PM. 

 

TapTalks Summer Series // 

In Ephesians 6, Paul writes that our struggles aren’t against flesh & 
blood but against the spiritual forces of evil.  He echoes what Peter 
wrote in 1 Peter 5: that “your enemy the devil prowls around like a     
roaring lion looking for someone to  devour.”  By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, Peter & Paul had powerful, passionate ministries and both knew 
well what it was to encounter spiritual resistance to what God was      
doing in and through them.  If they took spiritual warfare seriously, how 
much more should we?  
 
This summer at Good Shepherd, we have the opportunity to take the 
2018 Summer Challenge:  to put on the armor of God. For five weeks 
(June 24- July 28) we will learn to put on the armor of God that Paul 
lists in Ephesians 6 so that each one of us can stand firm in our faith, 
strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.  Each week we will learn about the armor of God, with an emphasis on           
memorizing scripture and praying for one another.  
 
Sign up at gschurch.us/connect/events to join the challenge and you will receive weekly emails beginning Sunday June 24 
with your "challenge" for that week. To arms!  

GS Summer Challenge: Put On The Armor Of God // 

Thank You Laurie O’Brien // 

This month we are honoring Laurie O’Brien and her 31 years of dedicated service to Good 
Shepherd as head of our Altar Guild. Laurie is stepping down from her role and will be      

enjoying retirement with her husband. Laurie is very appreciative of the outpouring of love 
and recognition of her time serving at Good Shepherd. 

Shona Mohr has graciously volunteered to take over some of Laurie’s responsibilities and 
we are so grateful to have her! 

Join Pastor Todd for four special events this summer featuring local brews and great         

conversation! The next event is Tuesday 7/17 @ 6:30PM at Porchlight Brewing Company in 

East Sacramento. The cost is $10/person and includes beer. Space is limited, sign-ups & 

pre-payment are required. You can sign up at gschurch.us/connect/events. This is a great 

event for guests! Don’t worry if you can’t make this one, there is still one more event this     

summer!  



SERVE Sunday // 
July 2018 

Look for the SERVE SUNDAY tent in the courtyard on Sunday 7/29 to learn 

about all of the exciting ways you can serve your church on Sunday         

mornings! See you there! 

How long has it been since you have picked up a book and read for information or pleasure? You 

have a great resource right here at Good Shepherd but, sadly, our Library is not being optimally 

used. There are beautifully illustrated children books, books for middle readers, books for young 

adults, Christian fiction, and a wide variety of books on many subjects. The materials in the library 

are Christian in nature and a great resource for your own Christian journey..  

My challenge for you is to read one book from our church library in the next six months and share 

your experience with another church member. Let's keep our books from getting dusty. 

I want to add one quick paragraph on one of the many wonderful books waiting to be read. The 

Invisible Thread, a true story by Laura Schroff and of her unlikely friendship with an eleven year 

old panhandler. As a successful and busy sales rep working in Manhattan, Laura saw panhandlers 

every day but as she walked past this young boy, something compelled her to turn around as he 

asked her for some change because he was hungry. This story of the incredible friendship, this 

invisible thread that connects two unlikely people reminds us that “God has a plan for you”.  

Library Book Review // By Phyllis Martin 

Rivercats Game //  

Mark your calendars for the annual Faith & Family Night at the 
Rivercats on Saturday, August 11th! Tickets will be on sale         
Sundays July 22-August 5 in the courtyard. This is a men's         
ministries sponsored event. All are welcome! 

Sunday Services at 7:45 AM (30 Minute Service), 8:30AM (Classic), and 11:00AM (Contemporary).  Fellowship at 9:30AM.   

Educational Hour from 10:00AM-10:45AM: Adults (Fireside Room), IKON YOUTH (Ikon Room—6th-12th grade), Kids (GS Kids 

Room—age 2 years - 5th grade).  Library open on Sundays 9:30-11:00AM. Prayer Room open 7:15AM-12:30PM. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

iMPACT Update // Shepherd’s Field 
July 2018 

 

Shepherds Field Today - The food is local but the story is global  

Shepherds Field was initiated by our iMPACT Ministry in Fall 2010 and released in 2017 for      
management by Ram Khatiwoda of the International Rescue Committee under their "New Roots" 
program. Currently at capacity with 65 family/individual gardeners originally from Vietnam,       
Burma, Bhutan, Nepal, Syria, Afghanistan, Mexico and the United States, Shepherds Field      
provides farming for healing and healthy food, achieving a sense of food security, promoting      
multi-cultural community engagement, and providing a sense of ownership for many who lost 
their land and home country. Ram, originally from Bhutan, was a refugee for 18 years. Now a US         
citizen, he and his wife Devi have three young children. 

MISSION MENTALITY // 

The Kingdom of God cares about people (AND schools) in their time of need. 

We met with our local school, we listened, and then we responded. With 6-weeks and 25 helpers (who officially made up a 
Thrivent Action Team), Good Shepherd pulled off an awesome 8th Grade Promotion at Thomas Edison Language Institute on 

June 5th.   

We kept this simple question at the forefront of our task:  How can we (the church) help you (the school) be better... achieve 
YOUR mission better? 

The Lord led us to create an event that provided:  Good food, great memories, welcoming and pleasant interactions, and nice    
decor that said, “You’re special… and you deserve the very best.” Staff, students, and parents were shocked (yes, we even saw a 
few tears!) that this had all been done for them.  This event allowed teachers and administrators to relax and connect (on typically 

a very hectic day) with the students and family members who were on campus that day. 

 
A few highlights:  Since most of Thomas Edison students can’t afford school pictures— we were excited to collaborate on a    
special gift.  A teacher volunteered to capture updated pictures of each student while Good Shepherd paid for the prints and 

frames—and then assembled them all. Sixty-eight (68) families went home that day with a framed gift of their graduate.   
 

And we were proud to display and serve snacks and 200 homemade cupcakes that were really tasty (made with real butter, milk, 

farm fresh eggs AND lots of LOVE). 
 

Principal Danielle Storey and Clarissa Alva (PTA Mom) attended our 11am service the Sunday following graduation to present 

Good Shepherd with a special “Thank you.”   
 

This was a Kingdom Movement.  Praise God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iMPACT Update // 
July 2018 

IMPACT NEWS // 

Camp iMPACT - Summer 2018 

Keep us in prayer!  We’ve got 55 kiddos (K-5th graders) on our roster and we will be 

open for 6-weeks:  June 18th - Aug. 2nd (Mon-Thurs; 9am-1pm; Off the week of July 

4th). 

CAMP NEEDS & WAYS TO SERVE

 

#1 Food Donations (needed for Week 3-6 starting July 9
th

 

 Boxes of individual chips  

 Boxes of corndogs 

 Big bags of baby carrots 

 Ranch dressing  

 Fruit:  apples, watermelon, grapes, bananas 

 Nutrigrain Bars 

Food drop-off:  Please bring to Welcome Center tables on Sundays, thanks! 
 
#2  Camp Lunch (Prep and Serve) M-Th; 10:30am – 12pm in the Kitchen 
Email director your preferred available dates: 
 Week #3  July 9th-12th  
 Week #4  July 16th -19th 

 Week #5  July 23rd- 26th  
 Week #6  July 30th – Aug. 2nd  
 
#3 Backpacks:  Two Ways to Give 

Give a financial donation that goes toward the purchase of a backpack.  Please make 
checks payable to Good Shepherd Church with “iMPACT Backpacks” in memo 
area and drop in the offering plate, bring to church office, or mail-in)  

 
 OR 

 
Donate new School Supplies needed to fill the backpacks.  **The items most needed 

will be listed at the Welcome Center on our “iMPACT Board” starting         
Sunday, July 15th. Just pull a tag, purchase the item(s), and 
then drop them back off at the Welcome Center the following 
Sunday. 

 
With gratitude, 
 
Amy E. Smith, 
iMPACT Outreach Director 
amy@gschurch.us 
(916) 213-1586 
 

mailto:amy@gschurch.us


GS LIFE // 
July 2018 

GSLife allows our Good Shepherd family to securely communicate with one         
another. It brings together a church directory, calendar, group information,  service 

opportunities, event signups and more. 

WHY USE GSLIFE 

 Access our church directory 

 Connect with groups  

 Find ways to serve 

 Manage your giving 

 Update your personal information 

 Direct your church communication 

 Sign up for events and classes 
 

HOW TO ACCESS GSLIFE 

Three different ways! 

 App: GSLife icon in the Good Shepherd Sacramento app 

 Website: GSLife link at gschurch.us from the MORE tab 

 Internet: GSLife URL at https://gschurch.ccbchurch.com  

 SIGN UP for a username on the login page. You will receive  

       an email response to set your password  

 
 

WHAT TO DO NEXT 

 Review your personal profile 

 Update information for you and your family 

 Adjust your communication settings 

 Assess your privacy settings 

 Manage your service schedule 

 Explore groups 

 Set up a recurring gift 

 Find tips in HELP and on the HOME page 

 

Is my information secure? 
The information contained in GSLife will not show up in any search engine and can only be viewed by members with a login and      
password.   
 

Who can use GSLife? 
Church members are the only people who can view the online directory. Attenders may be granted GSLife logins, but with absolutely 
no access to people information.  
  

What can others see about me? 
Church members can see your name, contact phone, email address and gender until you update your personal privacy settings.  Your 
picture will also be visible if one is uploaded.  You will only be identified with a group or class you participate in if you are the leader of 
that group. 
 

Why should I add personal information? 
There is a difference between what you put in GSLife and what you choose to share.  What you put into GSLife is important for our 
church records, but you may choose to display as much or little of your personal information to other members in GSLife as you prefer. 
 

Is information about children protected? 
Children under the age of 14 are only visible in GSLife to their parents and appropriate church leaders and staff.   
 

Who can see my giving? 
Only you and appropriate church leaders and staff can view your personal and family giving records, or download your giving        
statement. 
 

What if I don’t have internet access? 
Inside News is available weekly inside your worship program.  Our monthly publication, Good Shepherd News, is available in the       
Welcome Center.  Contact the church office to receive a printed member directory. 
 

Who do I contact with questions? 
Call the church office at 483-0451 or email  info@gschurch.us with any questions. 

FAQ 
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

1615 Morse Avenue 

Sacramento, CA 95864 
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Contact Us 


