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Discipleship is more than learning Bible knowledge; it is thoughtfully applying Bible truths to our lives, and 
becoming equipped to introduce others to a personal, saving relationship with Jesus. Individually, or in a group 
we read, discuss and apply Bible passages to our lives so that we are equipped to care for others, pray and 
encourage others’ spiritual growth. We learn to demonstrate patience, respect, love and humility as we 
encourage each other to serve God and others. Each of us needs to ensure safety and confidentiality. 
 
Questions to start the study: 

• What are you thankful for today? 
• What difficulties or challenges have you had this past week? 
◦ Is there someone or something you are concerned about? 

• Is there a way others could help you or the person/situation you are concerned about? 
• How did it go as you worked to apply the Bible study and discussion from last week to your life? 
• Who did you share your faith with last week or talk with about the Bible study? 

 
Prayer: ACTS  

• Adore the Triune God, praise God for his goodness and strength; 
• Confess our sins, our needs, our challenges in maturing spiritually, in sharing our faith with others, in 

using our spiritual gifts to minister to others, in truly loving others as God loves them; 
• express our Thanksgiving for God’s goodness and guidance; 
• pray in Supplication for needs, for people to connect with God in a personal, saving relationship, and 

for each of us to deepen our relationship with God and allow the Holy Spirit to work through our lives. 
 
Bible Passages – 1 Corinthians 13 – More than a wedding passage!  
 
Bible Reflections and Discussion 

• Read or retell the passages in our own words. 
• What do these verses teach us about God and others? What is God saying to me through the passage? 

 
Inductive Bible Study: Observations, Interpretations, Application 
1.  Love in our family 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
Verses 4-8 Love looks like… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verses 4-8 Love doesn’t look like... 

Looking at the two columns above, which are easy for you?  
 

Which are difficult? 

The sermon was about Love as Part of a Healthy Family (church family and our personal family).  How do 
verses 4-8 speak to you about getting along well in a healthy family? 
 
 

What will you do to get better at the love God calls us to? 
 



2.  Love is Core! Corinthians 13:1-3, 13 and review from James 3:4,17-18 
Last week we studied James 3:17-18.  
Seeking God’s wisdom means seeking to: 
-live a holy life 
-get along with others 
-be gentle and reasonable 
-overflow with mercy and good fruit 
-be impartial, consistent, sincere 
Be a peacemaker who sows in peace! V 18 

This week, I Corinthians 13:1-4,13 has a similar message. 
Keeping God’s love core means seeking to: 
-live a holy life focused having God’s love as the foundation of 
all we do 
-getting along with others in love 
-be focused on demonstrating love to others by being 
patient, kind and humble 
...faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. V 13 

Polarization of beliefs in our world makes living 
in love difficult. There can be toxic judgment 
about others based on the opinions they hold. 

God has a different plan. Jesus came to earth to save us and 
love us. The Trinity calls us to walk in love and humility with 
others. Allow the Trinity to permeate our lives and sustain a 
healthy, robust, loving, peacemaking community. 

Life in God’s family: 
-Seek to speak wisely, gently in a way that makes it possible for people to get along. 
-It’s important what you say and how you say it. 
-Pray, follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
-Demonstrate God’s love, hope, joy, peace, care and service in relationships with others.  
-Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading of how to love people, listen to them and try to meet their needs. 
Which two actions will you focus on getting better at? 
 

 
3. Spiritual Rhythms – 
A trellis to guide our spiritual growth to maturity  
 
Seek to be in God’s presence 
throughout our day. Add a 
God-rhythm to a regular action 
you do such as making coffee, 
washing dishes, going for a 
walk. Be consistently in God’s 
presence to be topped up with 
his Holy Spirit. 

Have quantity and quality one 
on one time with God each day:  
-listen to God and share your 
needs with him in prayer,  
-read/study the Bible, 
-meditate on God 
-seek God’s wisdom and love as 
core attributes of your life. 

Be grateful for God’s care in our lives; 
Jesus has overcome the world. 
Pay attention to how the Holy Spirit is 
working in your life helping you to seek 
loving humility and peacemaking. 
Change our thought patterns away from 
jumping to the negative. Focus on being 
a peacemaker, speaking gently. 

  
 

Demonstrate God’s love, hope, joy, peace, care and service in relationships with others. Be sensitive to the 
Holy Spirit’s leading of how to love people and how to listen to them and help them. 
God is with me; how does that make my life different? 

 
Core Truth Verse - What is the Core Truth verse from this passage? 
What does God want me to do because of what I have learned today?  
I will _____________________ 
Who will I share these spiritual truths with this week? _________________  
 
Benediction: Words of Jesus: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. John 13:34-35 


