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Discipleship in our Journey Group is more than learning Bible knowledge; it is thoughtfully applying Bible truths 
as we welcome our God of the Trinity, and the Bible into our lives, and become equipped to introduce others to 
a personal, saving relationship with Jesus. In our group we read, discuss and apply Bible passages to our lives, 
care for each other, pray together and encourage each other in our spiritual growth, demonstrating patience, 
respect, love and humility as we encourage each other to serve God and others. Each of us needs to ensure that 
this is a place of safety and confidentiality. 
 
Questions for the beginning of our Journey Group: 

• What are you thankful for today? 
• What difficulties or challenges have you had this past week? 
◦ Is there someone or something you are concerned about? 

• Is there a way our group members could help you or the person/situation you are concerned about? 
• How did it go as you worked to apply the Bible study and discussion that we had last week to your life? 
◦ How did you live a life shaped by God this past week? 

• Who did you share your faith with last week or talk with about our Bible study and discussion? 
 

Prayer: ACTS  
• Adore the Triune God, praise God for his goodness and strength; 
• Confess our sins, our needs, our challenges in maturing spiritually, in sharing our faith with others, in 

using our spiritual gifts to minister to others, in truly loving others as God loves them; 
• express our Thanksgiving for God’s goodness and guidance; 
• pray in Supplication for needs, for people to connect with God in a personal, saving relationship, and 

for each of us to deepen our relationship with God and allow the Holy Spirit to work through our lives. 
 
Bible Passage – Ecclesiastes 11:7-10, 12:1 
 
Journey Group Bible Reflections and Discussion 

• Work together as a group to read or retell the passages in our own words. 
• What do these verses teach us about God and others? What is God saying to me through the passage? 

 
Inductive Bible Study: Observations, Interpretations, Applications  
 
1. Ecclesiastes 11:7-9  Life - the gifts                Ecclesiastes 11:8, 9b Life - the difficulties 
V 8 Take delight in each light-filled hour… The Message  
Enjoy the gifts of life! God wants to be part of our adventures. 
He wants us to obey and serve him during our lifetime.  
One doesn’t try to find meaning in pleasures; they are simply 
good seasoning for a life that finds its meaning in being with 
God and serving him, now and in eternity. 

V 8 ...Remembering that there will also be 
many dark days… The Message 
 
There will be days of darkness and 
challenges; God is with us during those 
times. 

V 9 The Message ...Follow the impulses of your heart. If 
something looks good to you, pursue it. But know also that not 
just anything goes; you have to answer to God ... 

Be mold-able, pliable, ready for God to work 
in your life. 

Enjoyment and judgment, though strange partners, come together in this Bible passage. In a world created for 
enjoyment but damaged by sin, judgment and enjoyment/pleasure are held in tension. Pleasure is 



experienced in faith and obedience as we enjoy the good things God has provided.  

The opportunities are now. How are you living into God’s desire to be part of your life, your good times and 
your difficult times? How are you serving him? 

John 12:36 The Message As you have the light, believe in the light. Then the light will be within you, and 
shining through your lives. You’ll be children of light. 
 
2.  Ecclesiastes 11:10 
Remember to focus on God. Get rid of the 
distractions. God created us for a purpose to:  
-be in relationship with him,  
-enjoy life,  
-serve him,  
-share his love with others, 
-prepare for eternity. 

Distractions can include anxiety and cares.  
Give them to God. 
 
1 Peter 5:7 Cast your anxiety on him because he cares for 
you. 

How does knowing (really knowing, being convinced of, and trusting) God as sovereign, loving, good, 
faithful, near to us, - how does this bless you?  
What blessings can you expect in your life as you know God better? 

 
 
3.  Ecclesiastes 12:1 
God is a springboard to a wonderful life! 
It is best to let the Spirit of God teach and direct 
your life from an early age, or as soon as 
possible.  
Avoid distractions. Pay attention to God; anchor 
your life on God. 

When a person comes to the Lord at an early age, the Lord 
helps him through those difficult years.  
God left us a road map to get to heaven with, whether we 
are young, old or in between; the Bible is our road map. 

1 Peter 1:13-16 The Message So roll up your sleeves, put your mind in gear, be totally ready to receive the gift 
that’s coming when Jesus arrives. Don’t lazily slip back into those grooves of evil, doing just what you feel like 
doing. You didn’t know any better then; you do now. As obedient children, let yourselves be pulled into a way 
of life shaped by God’s life, a life energetic and blazing with holiness ... 

What does this Bible passage mean for your life? 

 
Core Truth Verse - What is the Core Truth verse from this passage? 
 
What does God want me to do because of what I have learned today? I will _____________________. 
Who will I share these spiritual truths with this week? __________________ 
 
Benediction: You are the light of the world...let your light shine before others that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:14, 16 
 
 


