
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

One author breaks open our theme for the 
Advent/Christmas season—Simply Hope. 
She writes, 
  
“Hope begins in the dark, the stubborn hope 

that if you just show up and try to do the  
right thing, the dawn will come. You wait and 
watch and work: you don’t give up.”  
 

We all know that 2020 has been a 
challenging year to say the least. We all have 
losses and have experienced grief that we 
can name from the impact of a global 
pandemic, broken down economy and a 
contentious election cycle. As we look 
toward Christmas, we can anticipate that this 
year’s celebration will look different than 
years past and that too may be a source of 
some grief. 

Can the image of “2020” also give us another 
path of thought?  Many times we are happy 
to hear the optometrist proclaim to us that 
we have 20/20 vision.  Is there a chance that 
we can have the events of this advent season 
bring more clarity to our vision? 

What if we took the season of Advent this 
year as an opportunity to claim hope in an 
intentional way? One of the gifts of Advent is 
that it doesn’t rush us to celebration. Advent 
gives us time to name what’s real, what 
weighs heavy on our hearts, while also  

centering us in a promise that our God does 
not abandon us in our dark days. Advent 
reminds us throughout human history that 
God has heard the cries of God’s people and 
acted to create healing and renewal, most 

powerfully in Jesus Christ—this is the Source 
of our hope. 

Week by week during Advent, we will light a 
new candle as a way of marking time and 
anticipating the coming of our Savior—love 
incarnate, hope incarnate. Week by week, 
the light will grow brighter and our hope 
with it. During these coming weeks, we will 
remember that: 

Hope is persistent 

Hope is patient 
Hope is participatory 

Hope is promised 

Hope is present 
 

Practice for Lighting Advent Candles 
 

As WRCC continues to live as a church 
without walls, it is important to have ways to 
feel connected to one another, to feel like 
we belong, that we are still a community 
together. 

Whether lighting Advent candles has been 
part of your traditions already or it is a new 
practice for you, it is a simple act that 
centers us in this season of waiting. If you 
light the candles once a week or every day, 
it is a way to be attentive to this season of 
anticipation. Be sure you have four candles 
for the four weeks of Advent plus a candle 
in the center as the Christ candle that will 
be lit on Christmas Eve. 



 

Let this booklet be your guide as we move 
through the weeks of Advent. There are 
readings that you can use as part of your 
candle lighting ritual, if you choose. There 
are also prompts for conversation or 
reflection.  

Here are some ways that you can help us 
feel connected to one another in this 
practice 
- Follow WRCC on Facebook and share a 

photo of you doing Advent with your 
household. 

- Join WRCC Advent Zoom meeting at 
11:15 AM Sunday morning. We will do 
Advent together, read and share stories 
of hope together. (About 30 minutes). 

- Have your Advent candles close as you 
participate in online worship each week. 
Light your candles as the Advent candles 
are lit on screen. 

 
Week One: November 29 – December 5 
Candle Lighting Litany 
One: “Comfort, O comfort my people,” says 
our God. 
All: We are people of hope. 
One: In this season when nights are long, we 
watch for the light. 
All: We are people of hope.  
One: We wait for Emmanuel, God with us. 
All: We are people of hope. 
One: Hope is persistent. 
All: We are people of hope. 

Sing “O Come, O come Emmanuel” verse 1: 
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall 
come to you, O Israel. 

Light ONE candle. 

Read: Isaiah 64:1-9 from your Bible or  

BibleGateway.com 
  
Sing “O Come, O come Emmanuel” verse 2: 

Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might, 
Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times once gave the law In 
cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall 
come to you, O Israel. 

Hope is Persistent 
 

After lighting the Advent candles, try one of 
these conversation starters: 
• Share a Story of Hope: What have you 
seen or heard in the last week that gives you 
hope? 

Thinking back over your life, who or what has 
inspired hope in you? What about that 
inspired hope in you? 



 

• In what ways do you experience hope 
as persistent? 

Ideas for embracing hope this week: 
• What simple action could you take this 
week to share hope with someone else? 

• How could you practice generosity this 
week? 

• Contact someone and ask them to 
share a Story of Hope with you. Share a Story 
of Hope with them in return. 

• Who is someone you know who might 
be feeling isolated, lonely or sad in these 
days? Send them a note, email or text to 
check in or let them know you are thinking 
about them. 

• Do you receive Christmas cards? Pray 
for the people you receive a card or letter 
from. 

 
Week Two: December 6 – December 12 
Candle Lighting Litany 
One: “Comfort, O comfort my people,” says 
our God. 
All: We are people of hope. 
One: In this season when nights are long, we 
watch for the light. 
All: We are people of hope.  
One: We wait for Emmanuel, God with us.  
All: We are people of hope. 
One: Hope is patient. 
All: We are people of hope. 

Sing “O Come, O come Emmanuel” verse 1: 
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here Until 

the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall 
come to you, O Israel. 

Light TWO candles. 

Read: Isaiah 40:1-11 from your Bible or 
BibleGateway.com 

Sing “O Come, O come Emmanuel” verse 3: 
Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free 
Your own from Satan’s tyranny; From 
depths of hell your people save And 

give them victory o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall 

come to you, O Israel.  

Hope is Patient 
After lighting the Advent candles, try one of 
these conversation starters: 

• Share a Story of Hope: 
What have you seen or heard in the last 
week that gives you hope?  
 
 
Thinking back over your life, who or what 
has inspired hope in you? What about that 
inspired hope in you? 



 

• In what ways, do you experience hope 
as patient? 

Ideas for embracing hope this week: 
• What simple action could you take this 
week to share hope with someone else? 

• How could you practice generosity this 
week? 

• Contact someone and ask them to 
share a Story of Hope with you. Share a Story 
of Hope with them in return. 

• Who is someone you know who might 
be feeling isolated, lonely or sad in these 
days? Send them a note, email or text to 
check in or let them know you are thinking 
about them. 

• Do you receive Christmas cards? Pray 
for the people you receive a card or letter 
from. Alternatively, start praying for the 
people on your friend list on social media or 
your address book. 

• Take a picture of your Advent candles 
with two candles lit or a picture of you or 
your family doing something to share hope. 
Post on social media—be sure to tag White 
Rock Community Church. 
 

Week 3: December 13 – December 19 
Candle Lighting Litany 
One: “Comfort, O comfort my people,” says 
our God.  
All: We are people of hope.  
One: In this season when nights are long, we 
watch for the light. 
All: We are people of hope. 
One: We wait for Emmanuel, God with us. 
All: We are people of hope. 
One: Hope is participatory. 

All: We are people of hope. 

Sing  “O Come, O come Emmanuel” verse 1: 
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here Until 

the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall 

come to you, O Israel. 

Light THREE candles. 

Read:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 from your Bible or 
BibleGateway.com 

Sing “O Come, O come Emmanuel” verse 4: 
Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by your advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to 

you, O Israel.  

Hope is Participatory 
After lighting the Advent candles, try one of 

these conversation starters: 
• Share a Story of Hope: 

What have you seen or heard in the last  



 

week that gives you hope? 

Thinking back over your life, who or what has 
inspired hope in you? What about that 
inspired hope in you? 

• In what ways, do you experience hope 
as participatory? 

Ideas for embracing hope this week: 
• What simple action could you take this 
week to share hope with someone else? 

• How could you practice generosity this 
week? 

• Contact someone and ask them to 
share a Story of Hope with you. Share a Story 
of Hope with them in return. 

• Who is someone you know who might 
be feeling isolated, lonely or sad in these 
days? Send them a note, email or text to 
check in or let them know you are thinking 
about them. 

Take a picture of your Advent candles with 
three candles lit or a picture of you or your 
family doing something to share hope. Post 
on social media—be sure to tag White Rock 
Community Church! 

Week 4: December 20- December 23 

Candle Lighting Litany 

One: “Comfort, O comfort my people,” says 
our God.  

All: We are people of hope.  

One: In this season when nights are long, we 
watch for the light. 

All: We are people of hope.  

One: We wait for Emmanuel, God with us. 
All: We are people of hope. 
One: Hope is promised. 
All: We are people of hope. 

Sing “O Come, O come Emmanuel” verse 1: 
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here Until 

the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall 

come to you, O Israel. 

Light FOUR candles. 

Read: 2 Samuel 7:1-11 & 16 from your Bible or 
BibleGateway.com 

Sing “O Come, O come Emmanuel” verse 5: 
O, come, O Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, And 

close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to 

you, O Israel. 
 
 

 Hope is Promised 
After lighting the Advent candles, try one of 
these conversation starters: 



 

 • Share a Story of Hope: What have you 
seen or heard in the last week that gives you 
hope? 

Thinking back over your life, who or what has 
inspired hope in you? What about that 
inspired hope in you? 

• What promises of Advent and Christmas fill 
you with hope? Why? 

Ideas for embracing hope this week: 
• What simple action could you take this 

week to share hope with someone else? 

• How could you practice generosity this 
week? 

• Contact someone and ask them to share a 
Story of Hope with you. Share a Story of 
Hope with them in return. 

• Who is someone you know who might be 
feeling isolated, lonely or sad in these 
days? Send them a note, email or text to 
check in or let them know you are thinking 
about them. 

• Take a picture of your Advent candles with 
four candles lit or a picture of you or your 
family doing something to share hope. Post 
on social media—be sure to tag White 
Rock Community Church. 

 
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
Hope is Present 
One Author writes, “Hope begins in the dark, 
the stubborn hope that if you just show up 
and try to do the right thing, the dawn will 
come. You wait and watch and work: you 
don’t give up.”  

One: We are drawn to the light of God.  

All: A light that brightens each day with 
hope.  
One: The light beckons us to come, to walk, 
to love, to hope.  
All: Come all ye faithful. Walk in the light of 
God’s love and hope.  

Sing  “O Come, O come Emmanuel” verse 1: 
O, Come, all ye faithful, joyful and 
triumphant! 

O, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him born the king of 

angels: 
Oh, come let us adore him, Oh, come, let us 

adore, him 
Oh, come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

Light FOUR candles plus the Christ Candle 

The prophet Isaiah foretells, “The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light. Those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shined!” And 
from Zechariah’s song, “A dawn from high 
will break upon us to give light to those who 
sit in darkness and the shadow of death and 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

Sing “O Come, O come Emmanuel” verse 4: 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy 

morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing: 
Oh, come let us adore him, Oh, come, let us 
adore, him Oh, come let us adore him, Christ 

the Lord! 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us— 

We hope Advent has been meaningful for you during this season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These Advent readings were adapted from  

Incarnation Lutheran Church - Simply Hope Advent Kit. 


