
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 6 – Soteriology 

 

Sanctification 
BC Q38: What is Sanctification? Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace (2 Thess. 2:13), whereby we 
are renewed in the whole man after the image of God (Eph. 4:23-24), and are enabled more and more to 
die unto sin, and live unto righteousness (Rom. 6:4, 6). 
 
Sanctification: The process by which those declared righteous are made holy. 
 

SANCTIFICATION GUARENTEED 

• Justification is by faith alone but not by a faith that is alone     James 2:17 

• Where true faith is present there is a change to our nature              Rom. 6:14 

• This change reveals itself in good works of righteousness             Rom. 6:17-18 

• We are not justified by our profession of faith but our possession of it             Luke 6:43-45 

• Sanctification is a slow and often unsteady progress to become more stable and mature          Rom. 6:19 

WORKING OUT WHAT GOD WORKS IN 

Question: Will we ever be perfect? 

• Scripture does not teach an instant cure for sin, or instant victory    2 Cor. 3:18 

• Spiritual maturity is a lifelong process that involves work                      Phil. 3:13-14 

• Whereby we are being renewed day by day to look more like Christ             Eph. 4:23-24 

• Enabled more and more to die to sin and live for righteousness                 Rom. 6:4, 6 

• Work out our salvation, realising the many blessings and benefits of obedience           Phil. 2:12-13 

HERETICAL VIEWS OF SANCTIFICATION 

Activism: Self-righteously trying to obtain sanctification by our own efforts 

Quietism: Just being quiet whilst the Holy Spirit does all the work for us, “Let go and let God” 

Antinomianism: Because we are under grace we have no need to obey God’s law. 

Legalism: Adding to God’s law. Creating rules and regulations where God has left space for freedom of 
conscience (e.g. no dancing, no movies, no drinking) 




