
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 6 – Soteriology 

 

Perseverance of the Saints 
What is Perseverance of the Saints? Those whom God has elected to eternal life are in Christ and shall 
certainly be persevered to the end being brought to completion (Phil. 1:3-6). Our perseverance depends 
not on our flesh but rather that we belong to Christ and He preserves and intercedes for us (Luke 22:32; 
Heb. 7:25) 
 
Question: Can truly converted people lose their salvation? 
 

• Those who lose their faith never had it.                    1 John 2:19 

o One can be converted to an institution but lack genuine faith is Christ.              

• Only seed sown in good soil will last, the good soil of a soul transformed by the Holy Spirit.  Matt. 13:3-8 

TWO VIEWS 

• Roman Catholic theologians believe one can lose your salvation by committing a mortal sin. 

Mortal sin: A sin that kills or destroys justifying grace.  

• A sinner is then justified afresh through the sacrament of penance. 

• The reformed understanding of perseverance is taken from the doctrine of election.  

o Those God elects are elected forever          Phil. 1:3-6 

o We are the craftmanship of Christ          Heb. 12:2 

CAN SALVATION BE LOST? 

• Passages of Scripture that appear to suggest one can lose their salvation       1 Cor. 9:27; Heb. 6:1-6 

• Jesus teaches that His church will be filled with both wheat and tares         Matt. 13:24-30 

• Hebrews should be mature but instead they are stuck in an endless cycle of repentance.     Heb. 5:11-6:8 

o To fall away and come back would be to re-crucify the Lord, impossible v4, 6. 

o Justification is once for all, and true repentance is seen by its fruit v7-8. 

o Through faith and patience, a true Christian inherits the promises.               Heb. 6:9-12 

KEPT BY CHRIST 

• Christians sin but can a true believer have a full and final fall. 

• Jesus said Judas was a devil from the beginning               John 6:70; 13:21, 27 

• Simon on the other hand belonged to Christ and though he fell would turn again         Luke 22:31-32 

• Jesus prays likewise for all true believers who are His     John 17:11, 15, 24 

• Christians preserver because we are Christ’s and He preserves us.  

• Christ will finish what he started, and He intercedes for us.       Heb. 7:25 




