
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 6 – Soteriology 

 

Justification By Faith Alone 
 
LBC Q36: What is justification? Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein he pardons all our sins 
(Rom. 3:24-25; 4:6), and accepts us as righteous in his sight (2 Cor. 5:19, 21), only for the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to us (Rom. 5:17-19), and received by faith alone (Gal. 2:16; Phil. 3:9). 
 
Question: What if God punished everyone according to their sins?        Ps. 130:3 

Question: Are we not good people?             Gal. 2:16 
 

• We are debtors who cannot pay our debt, we need good news             Rom. 1:16-17 

• Justification is a legal pronouncement made by God. He is the judge. 

SIMUL IUSTIS ET PECCATOR 

16th Century debate 

Question: Does God wait for people to become just before declaring them to be righteous? 

• Luther’s doctrine: Simul iustis et peccator: at the same time just and sinner. 

o Just by virtue of Christ’s work but not yet perfected. 

Question: How can God declare people just when they are still sinful? 

• Roman Catholic doctrine: Justification (declared righteous) occurs when a person is just. 

THE INSTRUMENTAL CAUSE 

By what means are we made just? What is the instrumental cause of our justification? 

INFUSION OR IMPUTATION 

• Roman Catholic Doctrine: Instrumental cause of justification is baptism and penance. 

o Grace is poured “infusion” into the soul during baptism. 

o A person is then justified as long as they do not commit a mortal sin (premeditated sin) 

o To commit a mortal sin is to lose justification. 

o A sinner can be restored through penance (confession followed by works of satisfaction) 

• Protestant Reformed Doctrine: Instrumental cause of justification is faith. 

o Justification by imputation (a legal transfer). 

o Double imputation: Our guilt transferred to Christ, His righteousness transferred to us. 

Infusion: Christ righteousness in us vs imputation: Christ’s righteousness for us. 

ANALYTICAL OR SYNTHETIC 

• Roman Catholic Doctrine: God does not declare people just until, under analysis, they are just. 

• Protestant Doctrine: People are synthetically (made) just. Jesus’ righteousness added to us. 

The good news of the gospel is we do not need to be purged in purgatory for all our left over sin but the 
moment be trust in Jesus all that He is becomes ours.  




