
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 6 – Soteriology 

 

Election and Reprobation 

What is God’s will in election? God determined beforehand some to receive justice (Rom. 9:17) and others 
He elected to receive salvation in Christ (Eph. 1:3-6). He did this for His own glory out of His good pleasure 
(Eph. 1:5). 
 
Question: How complete is God’s Sovereignty?               Luke 12:6-7; Ps. 115:3; Pro. 16:33; 21:1 
 

• Long before Augustus issued a decree, God decreed the Messiah would be born.          Luke 2:1 
 
God’s rule of the universe is complete. His decrees according to the counsel of his eternal plan come to 
pass. 
 

PREDESTINATION 

Predestination: Determined beforehand. 

Election: The predestination of a people for salvation in Christ adopted into the family of God. 

• Predestination and election are a blessing                     Eph. 1:3-6 

The doctrine of predestination does not come from theologians but from Paul in God’s word. 

Question: If God decrees that some are elected by God for salvation, does that mean that some are not 
chosen? 

Reprobation: The predestination of a people for judgement.      Rom. 9:17 

Question: What are the grounds for God’s choice? 

Prescience vs Mercy 

• The prescience view holds that God’s election is based on prior knowledge of what people will do. 
           John 15:16; Acts 13:48; John 6:44; Eph. 2:8; Rom 3:11; 1 John 4:19 

• For His own glory                Eph. 1:5 

Question: If God chooses independently of people’s actions isn’t that capricious and tyrannical? 

• From God’s good pleasure. No such thing as God’s bad pleasure.         Eph. 1:5 

We either believe God is good or He is not. 
 

GOD’S MERCY 

• God chose to redeem Jacob and Judge Esau               Rom. 9:10-13 

• Is God therefore not righteous?          Rom. 9:14 

• God has sovereign right to dispense His grace & mercy however he chooses.   Rom. 9:15 

“There are only two options outside of Justice, mercy, or injustice. When God considered a race of 
depraved, fallen human beings living in rebellion against Him, He decreed that He would give mercy to 
some and justice to others. Esau received justice; Jacob received grace; neither received injustice. God never 
punishes innocent people, but He does redeem guilty people, which he is under no obligation to do.” R.C. 
Sproul 




