
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 6 – Soteriology 

 

Effectual Calling 

What is effectual calling? Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit (2 Tim. 1:9; 2 Thess. 2:13-14), 
whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery (Acts 2:37), enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ 
(Acts 26:18), and renewing our wills (Ezek. 36:26-27), he doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus 
Christ freely offered to us in the gospel (John 6:44-45; Phil. 2:13). 
 
Question: What does God do to bring a person to faith in Christ? 
 

MONERGISM, NOT SYERGISM 

Monergism: mon-, “one,” ergon, “work.” Only one does the work. 
Synergism: syn-, “with.” Two or more people working together. 

Question: Does God alone change the heart of the sinner, or does the change of heart rest on the 
willingness of the sinner to be changed? 
 

• The state of believers before Christ.          Eph. 2:1-3 

• The power to bring a corpse out of the grave.              John 11:38-44 

• The reason we can come to Jesus.           John 6:44 

• In our flesh, left to ourselves, we would never choose the things of God.     Eph. 2:4-7 

• God intervenes to change the disposition of the hearts of spiritually dead people.              Eph. 2:8-10 

We are justified through faith, but even the faith we have is not something we generate. God creates faith 
in the faithless heart. 
 
Question: Does God therefore change people’s hearts against their will? 
 

• We will never choose Christ willingly unless God makes us willing by new birth.          Rom. 3:10-18 

• In regeneration the new birth makes the unwilling, willing by the Spirit of God.   John 3:1-5 

THE ORDER OF SALVATION 

Question: Does faith come before or after regeneration? 

• If it was left up to us to choose Christ, there would be absolutely no hope.     Ps. 53:1-3 

Question: Does that mean God believes through us? 

• Our wills are changed, what we once hated, we now love, and we rush to the Son. 1 Cor 6:11; Ps. 119:97 

God’s grace is irresistible. To say we have the power to refuse sets our will against God’s. To say we co-
operate in the work of regeneration is to hold to a form of work righteousness.  
 

• There is a sequence to salvation, “the golden chain.”              Rom. 8:28-30 

Implicit in the text is the word “All.” All whom God has foreknown He has predestined, all whom He has 
predestined He has also called, all whom He has called He has also justified, and all whom He has justified 
are glorified. To replace ‘all’ with the word ‘some’ breaks the text and subsequently God’s sovereignty. 




