
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 6 – Soteriology 

 

Common Grace 

What is God’s Love for the world? God is just. In His justice He gives to mankind the wages of their sin, 
which is death (Rom 6:23a). God is grace . In His common grace to all mankind, He is patient willing all to 
repentance (2 Peter 3:9). In His special grace, He gives redemption to His chosen elect (Eph. 2:8). 
 
Soteriology: The knowledge of salvation. Greek verb Sōzō – “to save” 
 
Question: From whom do we need saving? 
 

• God is, at the same time, the Saviour and the One from whom we are saved.    Rom. 3:26 
 
At the heart of the study of salvation is the concept of grace. Salvation is not something we earn or deserve 
 

GRACE DEFINED 

Grave vs Justice 

• Justice is something that is earned or merited by our works.                Rom. 6:23a 

• Grace is unmerited favour.          Rom. 6:23b; 9:15 

To receive our wages is justice, to receive grace is because of God’s mercy 
 

COMMON GRACE 

Common grace vs Special grace 

• Special grace is the redemption God gives to the saved           Eph. 2:8 

• Common grace is the mercy and kindness of God to all mankind    Matt. 5:45 

Common grace extends beyond rain. As God’s kingdom grows the general blessing on all mankind 
increases, life become easier, quality of life improves. 

• We are called to imitate God in his common grace     Luke 10:25-37; Jam. 1:27 

 
Question: Should Christians be concerned with supplying the needs of the poor or evangelism?  
Question: Should Christians work together with unbelievers and the world? 
 

SPECIAL GRACE 

Question: Does God love everyone unconditionally?       Rom. 9:13 

God’s love of benevolence is His general love for all mankind 

God’s love of complacency, a love that arises out of his self-satisfaction or delight, is His specific 
redemptive love for His beloved Son and His bride the church.  
 
Complacent: To please greatly, self-satisfied, delight. 




