
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 1 – Introduction 

Theology its Scope and Purpose 

Who is the first and chiefest being? God is the first and chiefest being (Isa. 44:6, 48:12). 
Ought everyone to believe there is a God? Every one ought to believe there is a God (Heb. 11:6); and it is 
their great sin and folly who do not (Ps. 14:1). 

WHAT IS THEOLOGY? 

Religion: The worship practises of mankind in particular environments. 
Theology: The study of God. 

Christian education is committed to the premise that the ultimate truth is God and everything we learn is 
learnt in light of the character of God; theology is “the queen of the sciences.” 

THEOLOGY DEFINED 

Systematic Theology: An orderly, coherent study of the principal doctrines of the Christian faith. 
Theos: Greek for God 
-ology: Greek for logos, “word”, “Idea”, “logic.”            John 1:1 

• Includes many disciplines: Christology, pneumatology, hamartiology, eschatology 

THE INFLUENCE OF PHILOSOPHY 

Existentialism: philosophy of existence.  
o Likes truths, not truth. Likes purposes not purpose. Likes existence not essence. Anti-system 
o Sees the world as chaotic not orderly. No systematic understanding possible. 
o Has spawned relativism (all truths are equal) and pluralism (all cultures and religions are equal) 

Rationalism: knowledge from reason alone. 
Empiricism: knowledge from experience alone. 

Systematic theology: The drawing out of Scriptural doctrine to understand them in an orderly way. 

ASSUMPTIONS OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 

• God has revealed Himself in creation and the Bible His word.       Ps. 19:1; 2 Tim. 3:15-17 

• God reveals Himself according to His character and nature.    1 Cor. 14:33; Num. 23:19 

• Scripture reflects God’s character, diverse yet united.       Mal 3:6; Ps. 33:11; 2 Cor. 13:14 

When God speaks, every detail He utters has an impact on every other detail. 

THE SOURCES OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 

Primary Source: The Bible under three theological disciplines 
o Biblical theology: Consider Scripture as it unfolds over time. Looking at progressive development. 
o Historical theology: Development of doctrine over time in the life of the church, heresies, creeds etc. 
o Systematic theology: The bringing together of biblical and historical theology systematically. 

THE VALUE OF THEOLOGY 

Theology is unavoidable: Everyone is a theologian. Wise/ foolish? How do we use the Bible?  1 Tim. 3:16-17 

• Scripture is Inspired: God Breathed. 

• Scripture is profitable for reproof: putting ourselves under Scripture, highlight our sin.          2 Kings 22:11 

• Scripture is profitable for correction: renews our mind, corrects error.    Ps. 19:7-14 

• Scripture is profitable for training in righteousness: For worship and service              Ps. 1 




