
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 1 – Introduction 

Scripture and Authority 
LBC 1689 Ch1.4 The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, depends not upon 
the testimony of any man or church, but wholly upon God (who is truth itself), the author thereof; 
therefore it is to be received because it is the Word of God. (2 Pet. 1:19–21; 2 Tim. 3:16; 1 Thess. 2:13; 1 
John 5:9). 

Question: Who is our final Scriptural authority?          1 Cor. 3:4 

HISTORICAL DEBATE 

• In Church history the debate of final authority has been considered in two places. 

• The protestant reformers declared Scripture alone is the final authority         2 Pet. 1:19–21 

• The RCC at the council of Trent declared truth is found in Scripture and church tradition. The original 
drafting of the fourth session of the council read that “the truths… are contained partly in Scripture and 
partly in the unwritten traditions.” A protest was made and both ‘partials’ were removed and replaced 
with an ‘and’. 
o The immaculate conception of Mary rooted in tradition                Matt. 13:56 

• Error is rooted in Rome’s decision of which books were included in the canon instead of recognising 
canon. 

• Reformers restricted conscience binding authority to Scripture alone.         Gal. 1:6; Gal. 5:1; Rom. 14:23 

• The RCC accept God’s ultimate authority but argue for “Apostolic succession.”                Matt 16:18 
• Protestants recognise Christ as head of the church and pastors as under shepherds.             John 12:49 

o Ecclesiastical authority is always subordinate to Christ and His word. 

• Parents, Church, State have delegated authority, “In the Lord.”       Heb. 12:5–11; Matt. 16:19; Rom. 13:4 

THE CONTENT OF SCRIPTURE 

• We need to have confidence in Scripture 

• We need to have mastery in Scripture               2 Tim. 3:16-17 
 
Question: What do we have in place to ensure mastery over Scripture for ourselves and our family?  


