
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 1 – Introduction 

Infallibility and Inerrancy 
Q6: What things are chiefly contained in the holy Scriptures? The holy Scriptures chiefly contain what 
man ought to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires of man (2 Tim. 1:13; 2 Tim. 3:15-16). 

DEFINING TERMS 

Infallible: That which cannot fail. 

Inerrant: Free from error. 

A student who gets 100% on a test is inerrant in the restricted area of the questions asked in the test, but 
that does not make the student infallible. 

Consider the following two statements 

A. The Bible is the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

B. The Bible is infallible only when it speaks of faith and practice. 

Either 

A. Scripture is the rule of our faith, which has to do with all that we believe, and it is the rule of our 
practice, which has to do with all that we do. 

B. Scripture is only infallible when it talks about “faith and practice” 

This second statement is a view known as “Limited inerrancy” leaving the Bible’s teaching on history, 
science, law, cultural matters up for debate. 

• Error can come from two sources: 
o Deceit            Num. 23:19; 2 Tim. 2:13; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 
o Mistake                    Ps. 33:13-15; Heb. 4:12-13 

• The claim of God’s word is nothing less that perfection.            Ps. 12:6; Ps. 19:7; Pro. 30:5 

• God’s word judges us rather that visa-versa.         Heb. 4:12 

THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST 

• Jesus taught a high and exalted view of Scriptures                Matt. 5:18; John 10:35; John 17:17 

• Jesus quoted Scripture without qualification          Matt. 19:4-6; 12:39-42 

• Jesus quoted Scripture to settle theological debate          Matt. 4:4, 7, 10 

• Jesus spoke authoritatively about all things            John 3:12; 14:6 

Question: How does Matt. 24:36 affect our understanding of Jesus’ authority and infallibility? 

God declares the Word of God cannot fail therefore the Bible cannot err and does not err. We take this by 
faith (thereby avoiding a circular argument), anything less is to disregard everything and be left empty 

handed. 


