
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 1 – Introduction 

General Revelation and Natural Theology 

How may we know there is a God? The light of nature in man, and the works of God plainly declare there 
is a God (Rom. 1:19-20; Ps. 19:1; Acts 17:24); but his word and Spirit only, do it fully and effectually, for the 
salvation of sinners (1 Cor. 2:10; 2 Tim. 3:15-16). 

Revelation: A making plain or an unfolding of that which is hidden. 

• God is the source of all truth, not just religious truth but all truth is dependent upon God’s work of 
revelation.  

• The light of divine revelation is necessary for us to know any truth whatsoever.  
 

GOD’S UNVEILING 

General Revelation: God’s unveiling of himself in all truth. 
o General as it is knowledge given to everyone. In creation and conscience.       Ps. 19:1; Rom. 1:19-20 
o General as in of a general sort. The nature of God and sin are revealed but no details of salvation. 

 

NATURAL REVELATION 

Natural Revelation: The work or actions by which God reveals Himself in and through nature. 
o God actively communicates Himself through the medium of creation.          Acts 17:24-28 

 

NATURAL THEOLOGY 

Natural Theology: The study of God through natural revelation. 

Question: Can we arrive at a true knowledge of God through nature?  1 Cor. 2:14; Rom. 1:19-20 

• The verb “To Know” has two meanings. 
o Cognitive knowledge: An intellectual knowledge of something.     Acts 15:18  
o Intimate knowledge: A personal knowledge of something.          Gen. 4:1 

‘For what can be known about God is plain (Gk. phaneros, La. manifestum) to them, because God has 
shown it to them.’ Rom. 1:19 

• The revelation of God is manifest. 

• We do not see the invisible God directly, but He shows Himself clearly. 

• Therefore, man is without excuse and under judgement        Rom. 1:21 
 

MEDIATE AND IMMEDIATE REVELATION 

Mediate and Immediate: The function or use of something that stands between two points. 

• Mediate General Revelation: The knowledge of God through the medium of nature. 

• Immediate General Revelation: The knowledge of God through His law and our conscience.    Rom. 2:15 


