
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 4 – Christology 

Why Did Christ Die? 

How doth Christ execute the office of a priest? Christ executes the offices of a priest in his once offering 
up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice (Heb. 9:14, 28), and reconcile us to God (Heb. 2:17), and in 
making continual intercession for us (Heb. 7:24).  
 
Atonement: to make reconciliation. To atone refers to a condition of ‘at-one-ness.’ The removal of 
obstacles to reconciliation. 
 
In the Bible the atonement is a tapestry of ideas woven together. 
 

UNDERSTANDING THE ATONEMENT 

Redemption: A transaction involving the release of an item of person in exchange for payment. 
o Redemption as a legal term           Lev. 25:25 
o Redemption of the first-born male             Num. 18:15-16 
o Redemption/ Ransom in the sense of atonement         Ps. 130:8 

Christ paid the ransom for His people at a high cost, His own blood      Ps. 49:5-9 
o “It is finished,” the final instalment, “Paid in full.”      John 19:20 
o God Paid God             Mk. 10:45; 1 Cor. 6:20; Rom. 3:24-25 

Bride Price: A dowry, a sum of money, which the bridegroom offers to the father of his bride to gain 
approval to marry her.           Gen. 29:18 

o Marriage is a formal arrangement; the bride price ensures all interests are considered.      Ex. 21:1-6 
o Christ’s bride is the church                1 Cor. 6:19-20 

Christus Victor: The triumph of Christ over the evil principalities and powers of this world. 
o Fulfilment of the ancient curse                 Gen. 3:15; Col. 2:15 

 

THE SATISFACTION THEORY – THE JUSTICE OF GOD 

Question: Why do we need atonement? 
Question: Why does God require a blood sacrifice for reconciliation, why can’t he just forgive sin? 

• God is Love, Grace, Mercy, but also Just, Righteous and Good.       Ex. 34:6-7 
o The atonement illustrates God’s goodness and Justice     Gen. 18:25 

• God is both just and the Justifier          Rom. 3:26 
o Pecuniary debt: When a sum of money is owed. The boy can’t afford the ice-cream. 
o Moral debt: Sin. The boy steals the ice-cream. 
o God’s righteousness sets the bar. His mercy sets the price and accepts the payment by substitute. 




