
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 4 – Christology 

Substitutionary Atonement 

How doth Christ execute the office of a priest? Christ executes the offices of a priest in his once offering 
up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice (Heb. 9:14, 28), and reconcile us to God (Heb. 2:17), and in 
making continual intercession for us (Heb. 7:24).  
 
Substitute: one who takes the place of another. 
Substitutionary Atonement: The blood/ life of a substitute given to satisfy divine justice   Lev. 17:11 

Jesus, the second Adam, acts ‘on behalf of’ (Gk: huper) his people as a federal head just as the first Adam 
acted on behalf of all mankind.        1 Cor. 15:21-22; 15:45-49 
 

REMOVAL OF SIN 

• In the Old Testament the process of atonement was worked out in an elaborate sacrificial system 
culminating in The Day of Atonement.                   Lev 16:6-22 

• These Old Testament sacrifices were shadows of the reality to come.               Heb. 10:1-4 

• People were justified as they believed in the future reality of the sacrifices, promised by God. 

• The substitutional giving of life was required because the punishment of sin is death.   Rom. 6:23 

• Sin is a capital offence, cosmic treason, but God will accept the death of an appropriate substitute. 

EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION 

Expiation: The removal of sin from someone. 
Propitiation: The appeasing/ satisfying of God’s righteous wrath. 

• The scapegoat pictures the transfer and removal of sin.       Ps. 103:12; Jer. 50:20; Isa. 1:18 

• The sin offering goat pictures the penalty of sin.             Isa. 53:5; I John 2:1-2 

COVENANTAL STRUCTURE 

• God always relates to us through covenant relationships with commands to be obeyed 

• Covenants have dual sanctions, rewards and punishments; blessings and curses.   Deut. 28:3-6; 28:15-19 

• We have broken the covenant of works in Adam and stand under the curse.         Gen 3:7 

• The covenants of grace put forth a blessing for the nations.     Gal. 3:8-13 
o Jesus has redeemed us from the curse of the law 
o He did this by become a curse 
o Jesus was, forsaken, cut off for us, so that we would not need to be.               Matt 27:46 




