
EVERYONE’S A THEOLOGIAN: Part 4 – Christology 

One Person, Two Natures 

Who is the Lord Jesus Christ in his incarnation? The Lord Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 2:5); who being the eternal 
Son of God, became man (John 1:14; Gal. 4:4), and so was and continues to be God and man in two distinct 
natures, and one person for ever (Rom. 9:5; Luke 1:35; Col. 2:9; Heb. 7:24, 25). 
 

The Chalcedon Creed (AD 451) 
We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to confess one and the same Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man, of a reasonable 

[rational] soul and body; consubstantial [co-essential] with the Father according to the Godhead, and consubstantial 
with us according to the Manhood; in all things like unto us, without sin; begotten before all ages of the Father 

according to the Godhead, and in these latter days, for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother 
of God, according to the Manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only begotten, to be acknowledged in two 
natures, without mixture, without confusion, without separation, without division; the distinction of natures being 
by no means taken away by the union, but rather the property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in 

one Person and one Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son, and only 
begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ; as the prophets from the beginning [have declared] concerning Him, 

and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself has taught us, and the Creed of the holy Fathers has handed down to us. 

 

TWO HERESIES 

The fifth century witnessed a two-pronged assault on Christian orthodoxy. 

• The Monophysite heresy: Mono “one,” physis “Nature” 
o Eutyches proposed the idea that Christ had a theanthropic nature. Theos “God,” Anthropos “Man.” 
o A mixture of the divine and human. 

• The Nestorian heresy: Two distinct natures, two personalities.   
o Two natures but denying their unity. 
 

THE CHALCEDONIAN COUNCIL 

• Main affirmation: Christ is one person with two natures.                 John 1:14; Gal. 4:4 
o Vera homo vera Deus: veritas “Truth,” homo “Man,” Deus “God.” 
o Two natures perfectly united in one person 

• Four negatives 
o Without mixture 
o Without confusion 
o Without separation 
o Without division 

• The first two speak against the Monophysite heresy. 
o The human nature is always human, subject to normal limitations of humanity and the divine nature 

is always divine.        Lk. 22:44; Mk. 11:12; Jn. 19:34; Jn. 11:35; Matt 9:4; Mk. 4:39; 2:5; Matt. 24:3,36 
Question: How could there be anything Jesus, the God-man, didn’t know? 
Question: How could Jesus, the God-man, experience hunger? 

o We need to distinguish between Christ’s divine nature and his human nature in such a way that we 
do not confuse them or blend them obscuring the reality of one or the other. 

o There is no separation but there is distinction. 

• The second two speak against the Nestorian heresy. 
o Two natures do not mean two personalities. 

 
The four negatives give us boundaries for the mystery of the incarnation. Sui generis: Not like anyone else. 
United yet distinct “Each nature retaining its own attributes.” Divinity not laid aside but humanity added. 




