
THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST, HIS COVENANT, AND HIS KINGDOM - Part 3: The Kingdom of Israel 

THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT 
THE INITIATION OF THE COVENANT 

1. Read Genesis 12:1-7. What are the three promises to Abraham in these verses? 

I will make you a great nation; in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed; To your offspring I will 
give this land. 
 
2. Who is the federal in this covenant? What are the clues from the text? 

Abraham, his descendants, to your offspring. Blessing and curses flow through the federal head. As go the 
king, so goes the kingdom. 
 
3.  A kingdom is being granted here through covenant, what is different about the land inheritance in 
this covenant vs the previous kingdom of creation covenants? 

In the kingdom of creation the land inheritance was the whole world, now God’s people is focused on a 
nation sized land, the kingdom of Israel. 

4. v3 Immediately this covenant is pointing beyond itself. Read Eph. 1:10; 3:8-12 What is this covenant 
in preparation for?  

An end goal of a universal blessing it to flow from Israel. The mystery of Christ will flow out of Israel 

5. What is the genealogical purpose of Israel, the significance of Israel being children of Abraham? 

To bring forth the Messiah. The Old Covenant is to give birth to the New. The kingdom of Israel is to give 
birth to the kingdom of Christ. 

THE CONFIRMATION OF THE COVENANT 

6. Read Gen. 15:1-21. Genesis 12 lays out the promises, what is added here to formalize the 
covenant? 

Sanctions are added in response to Abraham desiring confirmation. God swore an oath. 

7. What is the significance of the fire pot and the torch passing through the cut animals? 

God is saying, “May the same be done to Me and more also if I fail to keep My promise.” Sanctions 
constitute a complete covenant. 

THE EXPANSION OF THE COVENANT 

8. Read Gen. 17:1-16. What expansion of the covenant do we see in these verses? 
Promise of Royalty, demand for loyalty 

9.  Read Gen. 49:8-10 From which tribe does the promise of Israelite kings come?  
The Tribe of Judah, a kingship that will never end. 

10. The verb “to keep” in 17:9 is the same we find in Gen. 2:15. How is Abraham’s strict obedience to 
keep the covenant worked out? 

Circumcision, the sign of covenant is put in place. 

11. What is the sanction for failure to keep the covenant? 



Disinheritance. Ongoing participation in the blessings of Abraham’s covenant depends on obedience to a 
positive law. 

12. Gen. 15 seems all of grace and Gen. 17 seems to add in works. How can these two things go 
together?  

Individually to remain under the covenant blessing needed to obey God’s commands. As a nation God had 
assured that they would fulfil the job to which they were called. The Messiah would come from Abraham’s 
line. Promises were nationally guaranteed but not individually guaranteed. 

THE REALIZATION OF THE COVENANT 

13. Read Joshua 21:43-45; Nehemiah 9:7-8; 1 Kings 4:20; Hebrews 11:12; Luke 1:54-55, 1:68,72-75. 
Was God faithful to all His promises?  
Yes 

THE FOUNDATION OF THE COVENANT 

14. Read Gen. 28:4; Ex. 6:2-4; Deut. 1:8; Josh. 1:6; Ps. 105:6-11; Acts 3:25-26; Heb. 7:5 What do these 
passages teach us about the Abrahamic Covenant in view of the Old Covenant in general? 

An earthly covenant of national promises. The foundational identity of Israel. The foundation and 
foundational shape of subsequent covenantal expansions of the Mosaic and Davidic covenants. 

15. How does the Abrahamic Covenant anticipate the Mosaic Covenant in regard to: positive laws and 
covenantal obligations, the sanction for disobedience, to whom the covenant applies? 

Abraham’s covenant establishes the covenantal kingdom foundation. Moses’ covenant plays it out and 
expands upon it. Obedience ensures enjoyment of the inheritance. Do this and live. 

16. How does the Abrahamic Covenant anticipate the Davidic Covenant? 

It picks up the promise of royalty. A numerous nation in a large land is promised kings. 

17. How does the Abrahamic Covenant anticipate the New Covenant? 

Promises one who will bless the world. The Old Covenant is pregnant with the New. The people, land and 
kingship of the Abrahamic Covenant picture the greater people, land and Kingship. The unity of the tribes in 
the Old covenant in the kingdom of Israel picture the unity of the nations under the Kingdom of God. A 
covenant of guardianship to bring the founder of the New into existence. The credited righteousness of 
Abraham sets the pattern of faith looking towards a greater fulfilment. Hebrews 11:9-10. Abraham looked 
past earthy blessings to heavenly ones. 

18. How does the Abrahamic Covenant echo Eden? 

God’s people must be faithful to God’s commands in order to remain in the special land of blessing. Israel is 
the new son of God with a new temple in a new paradise. 

CONCLUSION 

In successive stages, God made a covenant with Abraham, promising him that his multiplied offspring 
would inherit Canaan and live there under their own rulers after a period of several hundred years of 
sojourning and slavery. God will assuredly make this happen. As for Abraham and his descendants, they 
must keep the covenant by circumcising their males on the eighth day. If they do not keep the covenant, 
they will be disinherited not as a nation, but as individuals. From among the children of Abraham, one of 
them will bring a blessing for all the families of the earth, for all the nations. 


