
THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST, HIS COVENANT, AND HIS KINGDOM - Part 2: The Kingdom of Creation 

THE COVENANT OF WORKS 
MAN’S CREATED CONDITION 

• Creation distinct from the Creator is good         Gen. 1:31 

• By nature, Adam the creature was obligated to obey God without reward.            Luke 17:7-10 

• God places before Adam the possibility of gaining something beyond nature 
o Rest and Life                    Gen. 2:2; 2:9 

• Through taking dominion “over all the earth.” Filling and subdue it.          Gen. 1:26; 1:28 

• Adam’s role of taking dominion was a kingly role. 

MAN’S COVENANTAL CONDITION 

Covenant: A divinely sanctioned commitment. Often summed up in “I will, you will” statements. Must 
include sanctions. Provides blessings and benefits otherwise unavailable by nature. 

Covenant of Works: God’s places Adam under commitments beyond nature and adds sanctions. God 
commits to provide a reward for Adam’s obedience. 

God placed Adam in the garden of Eden 

• Adam was formed, Eden was prepared, then Adam was placed in Eden.        Gen. 2:8 

• Eden prototypical temple (God’s presence, East, mountaintop, river, trees, precious stones & metals) 

• The tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil were there.         Gen. 2:9 

• Adam placed in the garden to work and keep the garden       Gen. 2:15 

God appointed Adam federal head over his natural offspring 

• Adam is to be the father of all           Gen. 1:28 

• Everyone is represented in Adam. As goes the King so goes the kingdom.               1 Cor 15:22 

• Except Jesus because of the virgin birth.        Matt. 1:18 

God obligated Adam to a law of obedience 

• Beyond the law of nature God gave Adam a positive law of obedience 
o Adam was given priestly work of guarding and keeping        Gen 2:15; Num. 3:6-10 
o The general command is measured by a specific obedience             Gen. 2:16-17 

• This law given directly to Adam highlights Adam’s prophetic role 

• Adam was a prophet, priest and king. 

• Adam was to bring creation to consummation. A universal kingdom of godly seed.             1 Cor. 15:24  

• Adam’s probation period was his rule of the Eden. 

God promised eternal life to Adam 

• Law is simply to be obeyed; covenants come with blessing. Reward follows obedience. 
o The tree of life symbolised eternal life (life free of the potential of sin)       Gen. 3:22-24; Rev. 2:7 
o Adam failed and fell short of this glorious reward; Jesus didn’t          Rom. 3:23; Heb. 2:10 
o If Adam had obeyed the reward would be for him and all he represented. 

God threatened Adam with sanctions 

• Sanctions formalise covenantal commitments         Gen. 2:17 
o No mercy, and as goes the king so goes the kingdom. 
o The tree of the knowledge of good and evil stood as the symbol of the covenant sanction 



God tested Adam’s obedience 

• The garden of Eden was a probationary test 
o Adam was tested in his worship and service of God, and failed.           Gen 3:6 
o Jesus was likewise tested, and was victorious.              Matt. 4:10-11 

MAN’S CURSED CONDITION  

• Adam ate of the fruit and died                    Gen: 3:7-12 

Death 

• As federal head Adam brought death to all his offspring       Rom. 5:12 

• In Adam, our body is dead our spirit is dead             Eph. 2:1-3; 4:18; 1 Cor. 2:14 

• We are not passive but active in this death        Rom. 1:18 

• We are still free to choose but are enslaved to our sinful nature   Matt 7:17-18; Rom. 8:7-8 

• Beyond death, is eternal death                    Matt. 25:41 

The repeal of the covenant of works 

• Eternal life is no longer available through the covenant of works              Gen 3:22-24 

• But the curse of the covenant is still in force.              Gen 5:8,11,14 

• The moral law remains a rule for life, but carries no promise, no reward.        Gen. 20:9; 26:5 

• Man’s obligation to work and multiply was not cancelled but cursed        Gen 5:29 
o Instead of bringing creation to consummation Adam will struggle to survive 

A merciful curse 

• God’s first curse was towards Satan and in that curse was the promise of salvation      Gen 3:15 
o The fact that Eve was to have offspring was a word of hope and future. 
o God would inject enmity into the new loyalty between Adam and Satan. 
o Curses for Adam and Eve become the discipline of a father in light of the promised deliverance. 
o The promise is not a new covenant of work but a promised to be received, the first hints of the 

mystery of Christ, the Covenant of Grace. 

“In Genesis 1-3 a covenant was made with a son of God commissioned to make the entire cosmos a 
consummated Kingdom of God, filled with a perfect sinless seed in perfect communion with God, building 
and creating culture to God’s glory and with God's blessing. Israel is portrayed as a new son of God in a new 
paradise with a new covenant for a new Kingdom. That Kingdom will have a temple, requirements of 
righteousness, and promises of life. An everlasting covenant was made with the true and eternal Son of God 
granting life in an eternal Kingdom. That Kingdom will have a temple, requirements of righteousness, and 
promises of life.” 

CONCLUSION 

The covenant of works was designed to take creation to consummation. Till there was no distinction 
between the temple of God’s presence and the cosmos. Because Adam broke the covenant all creation 
remains under the curse of the broken covenant. God immediately steps in and promises deliverance from 
this curse. 


