
THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST, HIS COVENANT, AND HIS KINGDOM - Part 1: Methodology and Hermeneutics 

 

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY AND SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY IN 

COVENANT THEOLOGY 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Covenant Theology: Seeks to explain the united purpose of God in all history past, present and future. 

• Requires a humility and diligence leading to doxology           Rom. 11:33, 36 

• Such a work requires appropriate preparation, tools, and methods     Pro. 24:27 

Covenant theology considers the historical development of God’s redemptive plan like Biblical theology 
whilst at the same time systematising the various elements like Systematic Theology. This balance is 
considered in light of the following four realities: 

1. SCOPE AND SIMPLICITY 

Scope: Covenant theology covers the entirety of the Scriptures. Both the macro and the micro, the forest and the 

trees. 

Simplicity: Covenant theology defies simplification and generalization due to the quantity of material that no quality 

of eloquence can reduce. 

2. CREATION, COVENANT, AND CONSEQUENCES 

Natural: The ordinary course and progress of creation. 

Supernatural: God acting beyond the natural. 

• By virtue of creation man owes God complete obedience, no reward, justice simply approved.          Luke 17:7-10 

• In doing our duty we do not put God in our debt           Acts 17:24-25; Job 35:5-8; 41:11 

LBC 1689 7.1 The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although reasonable creatures do owe 

obedience to Him as their creator, yet they could never have attained the reward of life but by some voluntary 

condescension on God's part, which He hath been pleased to express by way of covenant. 

• Covenants are arrangements beyond the natural and involve benefits otherwise unavailable.       Gen. 3:22; 12:7 

o Covenants are supernatural and cannot be discovered outside of God’s institution. 

• The distinction between creation and covenant can be seen also in natural and positive law and natural and 

institutional religion. 

o Natural law is God’s universal moral law, man’s innate knowledge of the 10 commandments   Rom. 2:14-15 

o Positive law is that which come and go with specific covenants       Heb. 9:10; 1 Cor. 7:19; Phil. 4:8-9 

o Natural religion, the worship man owes God by virtue of being His creatures          Ex. 20:3 

o Instituted religion, the worship man owes God as detailed in Scripture       Gen. 4:5; Lev. 10:1 

• As a consequence of covenants being supernatural, they are not the proper subject of inferential arguments 

o Just because the Abrahamic covenant had a seal does not inferential follow that all do. 

o Just because a blood-ritual is connected with one covenant does not mean all need one. 

o We want to be careful to allow scripture to define the covenants vs imposing a system on covenants. 

  



3. THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL 

Covenant theology needs to pay close attention to that which changes and that which stays the same in the 

progressive story of history. 

• The law and the gospel are two opposite paths of righteousness   Rom. 11:6; Eph. 2:8; Gal 3:2 

o We need either a perfect record of obedience or a perfect record of imputed obedience 

What changes: Progressive revelation - The Old Testament has been historically talked of as “the time of the law” 

and the New Testament “the time of grace.” 

What stays the same: Salvation - Condemnation in Adam and salvation by grace through faith in Christ run 

interruptedly throughout a progressive history.                  Heb. 11:13-16 

4. HISTORY AND MYSTERY 

Mystery: Not something undiscoverable but something revealed partially. A mode of revelation. 

• The “mystery of Christ” seen in the OT Paul was able to make “fully known”           Eph. 3:4; Col. 4:3; 1:25 

• This mystery is “Christ in you.”         Col. 1:25-27 

• To unite all things in Christ          Eph. 1:9-10 

• This mystery continued to confuse the disciples before and after Pentecost          Acts 1:6; Acts 10:14-16 

Question:  

How is a resurrected Jewish Messiah who gathers a people from all the world, irrespective of Jewish descent or 

obedience to Jewish laws, be the natural fulfilment of the Jewish Scriptures and religion?    Luke 24:25-27; Acts 28:23 

• Covenant Theology must address this fulfilment plan of Christ’s presence from mystery to history without 

flattening out the progression.              Col. 4:3-4 

CONCLUSION 

“The scope of this covenant theology cautions us against simplistic treatments. The distinction of covenants from 

creation qualifies the role of consequences in covenant theology. The law and gospel considered substantially and 

historically remind us that there is a fundamental continuity amidst the discontinuity. And the nature of the 

revelation of the plan of God in Christ as a mystery requires us to resist unveiling Christ and His covenant before 

history itself does.” 

 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgements and how 

inscrutable his ways! 

34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

    or who has been his counsellor?” 
35 “Or who has given a gift to him 

    that he might be repaid?” 

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory for ever. Amen. 

Romans 11:33-36 

 


