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CHALLENGE TO CHANGE 

If surrender is our cure, why 
does it have to be painful?  

Independence and self-
determination are highly 
prized values among 

Americans. However, in terms of one’s relationship with God, they 
present a major problem. Our human nature has sought 
independence since the Adam and Eve’s apple eating debacle.  

This independence seeking has led us to dependence on our own self 
- will rather than the good and perfect will of our Creator. We have 
rebelled against God who created us to be in a relationship with 
Him. A relationship that could give us all we would ever need and 
seek.  
CS Lewis offers this thought, “Fallen man is not simply an 
imperfect creature who needs improvement: he is a rebel who 
must lay down his arms.”  

How then do we return back to that relationship now that our self-
will is in control? How do we “lay down our “arms”? 

It’s hard to turn things over to God when it’s going well with what 
we call ‘our own life’. Especially if  it’s agreeable and comfortable. 
What, then, can God do in our interests but make 'our own life' less 
agreeable to us, and remove the acceptable sources of false 
happiness?   

I’d like an easier way.   

Surrendering our self-will, applause driven mindsets and power 
hungry sense of entitlement is in itself, wherever and however it is 
done, a painful process. It’s the process of letting go of something 
we are holding on to way too close.  

 

 

“All to Jesus I surrender, I surrender all.” Remember that old hymn?  I 
remember this one growing up. It always brought feelings of 
discomfort and the question of “what exactly do I have to surrender? 
It really doesn’t mean everything right?” No matter how I looked at it, 
surrendering didn’t look like it was going to be a walk in the park.  

 Surrendering is not a one-time thing. It’s necessary again and 
again until it’s all surrendered. This is the exact type of 
surrendering that will restore our relationship with God, the one we 
had before we took up our arms and rebelled.  

Galatians 2:20 says, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.” God desires us to surrender it all. To be people who know 
the price that has been paid for them by Jesus then live 
accordingly. That means surrender of every dream, desire and 
plan to a loving God with an eternal vision. 

What could possibly be the purpose of all this pain? The lesson is in 
the steps we take to surrendering. We climb the surrender mountain 
and wrestle with the humility and powerless step along the way. 
Then the letting go (physical and emotional) step and finally the 
acceptance and trust step.   

When we wave the ‘white flag’ of surrender every part of us aches 
from the climb but somehow, beyond all reason, there begins to be a 
sense of peace and a feeling of relief. And the truth of knowing we 
are loved. 

Jesus said, I have told you these things, so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will have trouble, but take heart I have 
overcome the world. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I 
do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid. John 16:33 John 14: 27 

Surrendering is painfully hard and eternally worth every step. 
~Michele 

 

What’s Coming Up? 
August 
8/23  Lesson Grace 
8/30  Testimony 
September  
9/6  NO Meeting 
9/13  Lesson Crossroads 
9/23  Testimony 
9/27  Daily Inventory  
October 
10/4  Testimony 
10/11 Lesson Relapse 
10/16      Free Community Event 
10/18  Testimony 
10/25  Lesson Gratitude 

When God permits His children to go through 
the furnace, He keeps His eye on the clock 
and His hand on the thermostat. His loving 

heart knows how much and how long.  
~ Warren Wiersbe 

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT SATURDAY, OCT. 16 @ 7 PM 
When the U.S. Navy sends their elite, they send the SEALs. When the 

SEALs send their elite, they send SEAL Team Six. Howard Wasdin, 

former Navy SEAL Team Six Sniper, to tell his story of battle in Mogadishu 

Somalia (made famous in the movie “Black Hawk Down) and how it 

changed his life.    
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