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CHALLENGE TO CHANGE 

My  daughter, Amy, was a 
preservationist.  

She was passionate about the 
preservation and restoration of 
old structures.  

One day when visiting an old 
historic military fort with her I 
found her staring at the brick wall of the fort.  I came along 
side her and said, “What are you looking at?” She was silent 
for a moment and responded, “It speaks to me.”  

Umm, ok. I was afraid she’d lost her grip on reality for a 
moment. So I inquired further, “This old brick wall is talking to 
you?” She explained that the bricks and mortar tell the life 
story of this structure. In the cracks, the gaping holes even in 
the materials that were used to make the bricks and mortar, a 
story emerges.  

She said, “You have to let the space speak to you.”  

As I studied this structure with her perspective in mind, I began 
to look beyond the old deteriorating building, I started to see 
how it had endured, the sacrifices it gave and marveled that it 
was still standing. I saw it’s areas of vulnerability and the 
strength of it’s foundation. The space told a story. The space 
indeed speaks.  

Our lives are full of spaces. Our very existence claims a 
space in this world. There are spaces in our lives where 
decisions are made. Spaces between temptation and action. A 
space between silence and speech. Spaces between pain and 
healing and love and loss.  

Amy explained to me that her goal in restoration of these old 
structures is to return them, as close as possible, to their 
original condition but always must retain the story it told.  

 

 

 

 

This parallels with my life. The  “spaces” in my life 
speak of failure, brokenness and weakness. But 
also of the mortar of grace, faith and trust that 
holds me together. Even though I may not yet 
look like my original condition that was created in 
God’s image, God has begun restoration work in 
this space. My space tells a story.   

The bible tells us, we are not alone in the 
spaces in our lives. God is in them with us, now and 
forever. (Matthew 28:20) 

In the spaces of your life, between the choices, pain and 
challenges, God speaks. You can hear Him if you listen.  

Those spaces hold vital lessons I have learned. I have seen 
my sin and it’s cost. He has revealed a path to change. Given 
me His power and courage. And reminded me I am not alone 
and loved.  

I am being restored.   

What story do the spaces in your life speak? The story may be 
one of victory and success or failure and shame. Or both. 
What is the mortar made of that holds you together? Do you 
hear God speaking to you in the space you are in right now?  

Let the spaces in your life speak to you.  

If you listen. You will hear God’s voice.  

~Michele 

  

What’s Coming Up? 
March  
3/21   Testimony 
3/28  Lesson Sponsor 
4/4   Testimony 
April  
4/11  Lesson Moral  
4/18   Testimony 
4/25  Lesson Inventory  
May 
5/2   Testimony 
5/9  Lesson Inventory  
5/16   Testimony  
5/23  Lesson Confess 
5/30  No CR Meeting 

So keep a firm grip on the faith. The suffering 
won’t last forever. It won’t be long before this 
generous God who has great plans for us in 

Christ—eternal and glorious plans they are!—will 
have you put together and on your feet for good. 

He gets the last word; yes, he does.  
I Peter 5:10 *The Message 
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