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A c t i n g o n t h e Tr u t h
Right on Salvation...Right on Sanctification?

by Charlie McCall

To be wrong about some things means little, like being wrong about whether or not something is magenta or purple. To
be wrong about other things means a great deal, like whether or not green means go and red means stop. All would agree
that being wrong about how to be saved means a great deal. Yet, people tend to give very little thought about whether or
not they are right about sanctification. That’s a mistake, being wrong about sanctification means a great deal, too.
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A person is saved who places his trust (faith) completely and solely in the Lord Jesus Christ to save him. When a person
trusts in Jesus to save him, he is receiving Christ. He is availing himself to the activity of another. He is yielding to the
saving activity of the Savior to do for him and in him what he cannot do for or in himself. It is as simple as that!
There is no difference whatsoever with sanctification. We are saved by the work of the Spirit through faith in Christ, we
are perfected (sanctified) by the work of the Spirit through faith in Christ. It is as simple as that!
We often think, act, and teach that the process of being conformed to Christ is a result of what we do: study the Bible,
memorize it, go to church, tell others about Jesus, keep our temper in check, etc.. In other words, we are saved as a result
of what Jesus does but we are sanctified as a result of what we do. But the Bible is clear: “as you received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk in Him (Col. 2:6).” Having begun by the Spirit, we cannot be perfected by the flesh (Gal. 3:1). There is not
one message of salvation and another message of sanctification. There’s only one message.
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There is a lot of good that comes from memorizing the Bible, going to church, and telling others about Jesus, but can
anyone by these things deliver himself from sin? Can he by these things make himself less prone to sin? Can he by these
things make himself right with God or good in the sight of God? Some good may come from these things but the works
of the flesh are not the same as the works of the Spirit in response to faith. They are as different as Ishmael (a work of the
flesh) and Isaac (a work of the Spirit).
Despite the good that comes from a life of self-discipline, the flesh can’t achieve Christ-likeness. We received Christ for
salvation, we must trust in Christ for sanctification. This is not a small issue. Paul says that the gospel itself is in peril
when we think that sanctification is accomplished by what we do. Obviously then, the gospel message is as much about
sanctification as it is about salvation.
How big of a mistake is it to be wrong about sanctification? When we think that we contribute to our sanctification, Paul
says we have deserted Christ, we are believing another gospel that is not from God, we’re nullifying the grace of God,
have become severed from Christ, have fallen from grace, have believed a distortion that is worthy of condemnation, are
giving opportunity to the flesh, and are acting foolishly (Gal. 1:6-8; 2:21; 3:1, 4, 10; 5:1-2, 4, 13). I’d say Paul feels pretty
strongly about this!
Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith (Heb. 12:2). God is at work in us to will and to work for His good pleasure
(Phil. 2:13). Jesus is the one who will bring to completion the work that He has begun in the believer (Phil. 1:6). And when
we see Jesus, we will be like Him (1 Jn. 3:2) because of what He will do, not because of what we will do.
Salvation is the work of God. So is sanctification. We are saved by faith in Christ; likewise, we live and are sanctified by
faith in Christ. The only proper response to the saving initiative of God in Christ is to say “thank you.” The only proper
response to the sanctifying initiative of God in Christ is also to simply say “thank you.” We are saved and glorified
exclusively by His activity. Why would we think that sanctification is by our activity? Rest and rejoice in the assurance that
by God’s doing you are in Christ Jesus, who has become to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption. No one, therefore, can boast in his sanctification any more than he can boast in his salvation. We can only
boast in the Lord (1 Cor. 1:30-31).
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Upcoming Events
Nov. 21-24 Thanksgiving Conference
Jan. 26-28

Feb. 23-25

Chill at the Hill

Father/Son Retreat

March 6-17 Israel Trip

April 13-15 Ladies Retreat
April 28

Camp Family Day

Visit our website for registration information

Stay up to date with us on Facebook, Instagram, or our website’s current events page

Words from the Students

Staff Changes
Autumn Funk is a native of

Amanda Funk is joining us

staff in May as our Bible School

completed two years of Bible

Lancaster, PA, and joined our

Registrar. Having completed our
second year program this past

Spring, we are grateful to have

Autumn serving Christ alongside
us!

from Washington Boro, PA. She
School and volunteered for two
summers. We are excited that

Amanda is now staying on as an
intern.

Rachel Gibson grew up in

Elise Rossing is from Monroe,

His Hill as a camper, volunteered

our First Year and Second Year

Richardson, TX. She attended
as a junior staff member, and

completed two years of Bible

School. We are thrilled that she
will be assuming the role of

WI and has completed both

programs. We are blessed to have
her serve with us as an intern in
the kitchen.

Domestics Coordinator.

Visit Israel with His Hill
March 6-17, 2018
Contact us soon for more information!

Summer Camp 2017
It was another wonderful season of camp this summer. The Lord brought in the
kids, and we had the incredible privilege to point them back to Jesus. Seeing

young people feeding on the Word of God and being discipled in what it means
to be a follower of Christ is a blessing to my own heart, but I wonder then how
much more so the Lord is celebrating to see it happen. Our God has a heart for

children, and He takes great pleasure in children learning who God is and why
He is worthy of their worship. There is no such thing as starting too young in

discipling a child. The Lord calls parents to raise their children “in the discipline and instruction of the Lord”
(Eph. 6:4). For over 40 years we’ve had the great privilege of partnering with parents in this critical calling.
Thank you for your prayers and support throughout the summer!			
									
- Jo n F orre s t, C a mp D i re c t o r

“I came to Bible school knowing something about the Lord and about the Bible. I used to live by the law of
the Old Testament mixed with the truth of New Testament. In Bible school I learned about Jesus, how He
lives in us, and how He is my all in all. He is my refuge, He is my God, and He is my friend. A relationship
with Him is the most valuable thing I could ever have. I can lose everything in this world, but Jesus will
be always with me.”
						
- Vera Umnova, Ukraine
“His Hill has been an incredible blessing in my life. My First Year was such an amazing year of soaking
in God’s Word. A year of discovering that all of Scripture points to Jesus Christ, and the Bible is not an
instructional guide on how we as Christians are supposed to live in our own strength, but rather the
Bible is God’s letter to mankind that is introducing us to the person of Jesus Christ. Christ on the road to
Emmaus in Luke 24:27 revealed to the Disciples all the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. The
time I have spent at His Hill has been used by God to shape me into the man He created me to be. God
isn’t finished with me yet, but I can rest, knowing that it is Christ’s work in and through me and not my
work that will produce change. I am simply to live a life that puts my trust in Christ and walks in what
God has for me by faith.”
						
- Wade Holmes, Kansas
On September 6th we welcomed 42 students to
His Hill. Twenty-one are from the U.S. Fourteen
are from Canada. Three are from Germany, and
one each from Austria, Holland, Brazil, and the
Ukraine. There are nineteen men and twenty-one
women. It is encouraging to hear how the Lord
has already worked in their lives. Pray with us
that they would remain hungry for Christ and
responsive to His Word and Spirit throughout
their time with us and that they will return home
as lights of Christ to their communities.

Thanksgiving Conference
November 21-24
Our speakers this year will be Bill Busshaus, former director of His Hill,
and Matt McLean, director of Capernwray Quebec.

Bill’s messages will be on Rest and Contentment in Christ.
Matt will speak on Highlights from the Minor Prophets.

Visit our website to see biographies of the speakers and to register for the conference.
hishill.org/retreats

