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Spring Br eak Mission Trip - Temple Tour s
For spring break, Mark and Audrey Griggs took fifteen students to San Antonio for an interactive study of other
religions. We did this through casual meetings with representatives of each religion who told us about their history and
doctrine. The religions were Roman Catholic, Latter-Day Saint (LDS, commonly known as Mormon), Greek Orthodox,
Buddhist, Baha’i, and Christian Science.
Mormonism was the religion that I was the most nervous about
visiting because I was fearful I might become interested in it. However,
as we listened to LDS missionaries, the Lord pressed His truth clearly
through the lies-- It was truly like light invading darkness! He cemented
His living, rock-solid Word throughout the whole week. I was reminded
of John 14:6 at every stop, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’”
With many of these religions, their beliefs are contradictory,
especially when compared to the Bible; so I often walked out of our
meetings relieved that God has saved me and sealed me by the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13-14). Satan schemes to destroy me,
but he can’t have me-- I am in the Lord’s hands and no one can take me out (Jn. 10:29, Ro. 8:38-39)!
After each temple tour, we would have a debrief session where we would talk about questions, observations, and
things the Lord pointed out to us during the visit. I looked forward to regrouping, because God always encouraged and
assured us through one another in incredible ways!
Christianity seems backwards because as humans we want to earn gifts, acceptance, and approval. Having a God
who gives us salvation when we don’t deserve it, and we don’t pay Him back for it, sounds crazy! Easily, all the religions
we visited were connected by having a works-based salvation. Many were what we called “Jesus plus” religions, but
others left Jesus completely out of it. The Bible says, however, that salvation is a gift of God and it’s only through Jesus,
“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God; not a result of
works...” (Eph. 2:8-9a)
           - by Sarah Hollenbeck, a first year student from Lincoln, Nebraska

Staf f Changes
Jessica Jennings will be leaving His Hill to move back to San Antonio after being our Housekeeper
and then Bible School Registrar for a combined total of over 4 years. She has always been considerate
of others and intentional in making guests and prospective students feel welcome. Many have been
encouraged by the love of Christ demonstrated through her, and it will be hard to see her leave.
Please join us in praying for Jessica as she continues to wait on the Lord to show her the next step to
take after leaving His Hill.
Olivia Kincheloe, who has been our Housekeepr at His Hill for the past two years, will be leaving
our staff at the end of the summer to marry His Hill alumnus, Quinn Disrud. She has done a
wonderful job in maintaining the facilities and decor of His Hill with a welcoming and inviting feel.
Even more than that, Olivia has been a blessing to both students and staff as the Lord has used her
to encourage us to walk humbly before Him. She will be greatly missed.

Granola
Ingredients

A Recipe Fr om T he His Hill Kitc hen

1/2 cup oil
5 cups regular oats
1/2 cup honey or 1/2 cup brown
sugar
1/2 cup coconut
1 T vanilla

1/4 cup water
1/4 t salt
Optional Add in’s:
1/2 cup walnuts or pecans
1/2 cup almonds
1/2 cup raisins or other dried fruit

Directions
In a hot skillet mix oil, honey (or brown sugar), vanilla, water and
salt; let it heat until bubbling. Add coconut and nuts (if desired) and
let bubble for about 1 minute. Add the oats and stir to combine very
well. Transfer to a cookie sheet and bake in the oven at 350 for about
10-15 minutes until golden. If desired, stir raisins or other dried fruit
in after removing from the oven and let cool.

ACTION REQUIRED
We are excited to be updating
how we store our newsletter
mailout address list! This
change will allow you to easily
update your address as needed,
and keep us updated on any
marriage or baby updates.
Therefore, anyone who would
like to continue receiving the
newsletter (either hardcopy
or digital) is required to sign
up at: hishill.org/newsletter.
Otherwise, you will be taken off
our mailout list.

Summer Camp

In the first weekend of February we had a wonderful time in hosting 55 middle
school/high schoolers for our Chill at the Hill Retreat. It’s a taste of camp in the
middle of the school year, and it whets the appetites of both Bible School students
and campers as they look ahead to summer camp. What a great encouragement and
privilege it was to see young people coming together to grow in their relationship
with our Lord Jesus.
Summer volunteer applications are coming in, and once again we’re asking the Lord
that He would bring just the right staff team for the summer of 2017. We are sure to
have some returning staff as well as a number of new members join us in the call to
let Christ be seen in our lives by the campers coming to His Hill. Please join us as we
pray for the many opportunities we’ll have this summer to share Christ with others!
In Christ,
Jon Forrest
Camp Director

Ladies Confer ence
Women of all ages are welcome to join us for our annual ladies retreat! Enjoy a weekend away to
recharge and be refreshed with fellowship and Bible teaching. The weekend will include meals,
teaching, and free time to enjoy the local outdoors or shop in nearby Kerrville, Fredericksburg,
or Boerne. You are able to stay in housing on our property or enjoy the setting of a local Bed &
Breakfast - the Haven River Inn.
Our speaker will be Heather Thomas, daughter to Mark and Linda Thomas and granddaughter
of Joan Thomas. Heather enjoys teaching others what it looks like to move toward intimacy with
Christ, through trusting and resting in His faithful presence and care. Join us as she shares from the
book of James. For more information and registration forms, please visit our website.

Canadian Discount
Due to the continuing gap between the US dollar and
the Canadian dollar, we are happy to offer a Canadian
Discount for the upcoming school year! This tuition
discount is for Canadians who are residing in Canada
only. Discounted fee sheets can be found on our website
or by emailing bibleschool@hishill.org.

Rejoicing in the bir th of...

Upcoming Ev ents
April 21-23: Ladies Retreat
June 4-August 11: Summer Camp
September 6: Beginning of ‘17-’18 School Year
October 13-15: Mother/Daughter Retreat
November 21-24: Thanksgiving Conference
Visit www.hishill.org for registration information

Join Us In Pr aying For...

- Ryker Nicholas, born December 9, 2016 to Brittany
(Tauber, fall ’14) and Nick Friesen.

- Our students: that they would grow in Christ and in
the significance of His indwelling life.

- Lina Rai, born December 17, 2016 to Heather and Jon
Forrest (‘05-’07 & Staff).

- The His HIll staff: that we may be encouragers to
one another, and be dependent on the Lord.

- Brinley Lucille, born February 25, 2017 to Kaylie (Wood,
2014) and Heath Elam.

- Our summer camp program: that it would be fully
staffed and fully attended; and that the Lord would
provide a camp nurse.

Cele br ating the Mar ria ges of...
- Audrey McCall (staff) and Mark Griggs (staff) on
December 16, 2016 in Comfort, Texas.
- Diana Moen (‘14-’15) and Joel Bailey on January 7, 2017
in Manitou Beach, Saskatchewan.
- Kaylie Wood (2014) and Heath Elam on January 7, 2017
in Elko, Nevada.
- Joshua Thomas (‘06-’07) and Gwen VanDerworp on
March 11, 2017 in Canyon Lake, Texas.

- Please pray that we know the Lord’s leading in
finding a new Registrar.

T hanksgi ving Confer ence
We would love for you to come join us for the 2017
Thanksgiving Conference. The week will be full of
Bible teaching, tasty food, lots of coffee, and good
fellowship. Our speakers will be Bill Busshaus and
Matt McLean. More registration details to follow
on our website later in the year.

A c t i n g o n t h e Tr u t h
Par ticular l y Impor tant Par ticiples

by Char lie McCall

Jesus commanded that His disciples be disciple makers. Every Christian is under orders to make disciples of
Jesus Christ. So what does that mean? What is the exact goal? When does one become a disciple of Jesus?
The participles in the Great Commission say it all. First, it must be noted that there is only one verb in Matt.
28:19-20, the verb “make.” The words “go,” “baptizing,” and “teaching” are all participles. The rules of grammar tell us
that participles modify verbs and are dependent upon them. That being the case, if all Christians are to make disciples,
and participles are dependent upon the verbs that they modify, then all Christians, not some Christians, are to also go,
baptize and teach. Which raises some questions and identifies some issues.
First, the “go” of the Commission is not a command to become missionaries to another culture (though many
are called to be missionaries). Rather, wherever God leads us in life, we are to see that we are there to make disciples of
Jesus Christ. In the place where we are, and in the places where we might be in the future, we should always recognize
that God has put us there to make disciples of His Son. We all are “go-ers.”
Second, it isn’t just preachers who are called to baptize. All Christians are called to make disciples, and all
Christians are called to baptize – unless participles no longer modify verbs! Really? All Christians are to baptize other
Christians with water? I doubt it. Not all Christians are going to have the opportunity to baptize others with water.
Water baptism is important. The core idea of baptism, though, is not getting wet. It is the idea of identification (I Cor.
10:1-4).
Any and all Christians can be baptizers when they actively seek for other Christians to know and understand
their oneness, their identification, with the One God who is three persons: the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. Christians
need to be taught that through faith in Jesus Christ, they are made one with all three persons of the Godhead. Christians
need to know that God is in them, and they are in God, through faith in Jesus Christ.
Third, all Christians need to teach other Christians that they have been saved in order to be redeemed from
rebellion and disobedience to a life of surrender and obedience. Indeed, Paul said that his goal of seeing a faith in others
that resulted in obedience to Jesus Christ was so important that he refused to speak about anything else that Christ
might have accomplished through him (Rom. 15:18).
The goal of discipleship is fulfilled when a Christian’s faith is displayed through loving, dependent obedience
to Christ. All Christians, therefore, are to be obedient to Christ and to teach others to obey Him. A Christian who is not
obeying Jesus is not demonstrating discipleship -- nor is he demonstrating love for Christ, for Jesus said that if we love
Him, we will keep His commandments (Jn. 14:21). A Christian who does not teach others to obey Christ is not making
disciples of Christ.
The order of these participles is significant. One cannot obey Christ if he does not first understand his being
made one with Christ, the Father, and the Holy Spirit. Identification is the source and means of obedience. We cannot
obey apart from the Obedient One who lives in us.
Consider how most ministries are typically known for one of the three participles. Some emphasize going, others
emphasize the believer’s identity with Christ, and others emphasize obedience. This is a problem! Every Christian and
every ministry, if they are disciple makers, will emphasize all three aspects of discipleship, and neglect none of them.
A ministry that focuses exclusively on going sets people up for burn-out, for they don’t know their resources in
Christ and do not know what it means to live from Him. Ministries that preach only the believer’s identity with Christ
will encourage a cheap grace that easily slides into license. Ministries that preach only obedience, without leading
people to the only One who was ever fully obedient and who lives in the believer to be obedient, will produce legalists
who are trying to do their best for God in their own strength but who ultimately cannot live up to what is demanded of
them.
His Hill will soon be sending out into the world another exceptional group of young people. They have been
taught that life is not about them, it is about Christ and making disciples of Christ wherever they go. They have been
taught, in and out of the classroom, about their oneness and identification with Christ, and they have been taught
that they are, by the power of Christ, to observe all that He has commanded. By the grace of God, we’ve been making
disciples. How about you? As you go, preach Jesus and the believer’s identification with Him as the source and means
of living a life that is pleasing to Him, which is a life of faith that yields in obedience to Him.

