Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Comfort, TX
Permit Number
16

His Hill
P.O. Box 9
Comfort, Texas
78013
(830) 995-3388
bibleschool@hishill.org
www.hishill.org
Return Service Requested

Fall 2016 Newsletter

2016 T hanksgi ving Confer ence
We would love for you to come join us for the 2016 Thanksgiving Conference. You may chose to attend the full week or
just visit a few days. The week will be full of Bible teaching, tasty food, lots of coffee, and good fellowship. Conference
registration information can be found at www.hishill.org. This year’s speakers will be Sonny Westbrook and Zane
Black, you can read more about them below:
Sonny Westbrook was the Director of His Hill from 1980-’86 before serving as the Senior Pastor
of South Hill Bible Church in Spokane for 18 years, he is now the Director of Ministries at United
Gospel Mission. The focus of this ministry is to reach the poor and homeless of the region with the
love and power of the Gospel, so that they may become God-dependent, contributing members of
the communities in which they live.
Sonny’s greatest passion is encouraging Christians to see all they have been given in the Person of
Christ and to live in the fullness of His life.

Zane Black is a staff member of Timberline Lodge Bible School, Torchbearers International, and
part time staff at Grace Church on the youth team. After years of living for cheap thrills and
temporary highs, Zane experienced a radical encounter with Jesus that changed his life forever.
Zane’s worldly lifestyle became a thing of the past as he began to experience the greatest adventure
of all, the Christian life.
Zane loves sharing about the love and power of God that changed his life, in hopes that students
would encounter Jesus and experience the fullness of life in Him.

What Countries Are Represented By Our Students This Fall?
Brazil

Canada

Germany

Niger

Rwanda

Ukraine

United States

Star t Of A Ne w Ter m
On September 7th, we welcomed thirty-three students for the fall Bible school term. By October 10th we had welcomed
five more students, four of which were completely unexpected additions. Each year we as a staff are reminded of the
fact that the Lord is the One who brings students to Bible school, and also the One who is in charge of when they arrive.
Every student has a unique testimony of how the Lord led them to take a year and come to a Torchbearers Center. God
is faithful to provide each year, and we are very grateful for the group we have been given.
Two weeks into school, we took our students on a fall mission trip to Eagle Pass, Texas. While there, we partnered with
“Mission Border Hope” and helped restore various personal homes and group buildings. Our teams were split into
three separate work groups. Each site was different, but the focus was the same: showing Christ’s love to those we
encountered and worked with. Every evening we gathered together for dinner followed by a devotional time in the
word or a time of singing praises to the Lord. The week was a very encouraging time and we are thankful that the Lord
is continuing to grow the seeds planted there.
During a normal week, our students have been enjoying classes and spending time with each other. Tuesday nights
you’ll find students playing basketball in the gym, and on Wednesday nights floor hockey is the game of choice.
Weekends have been filled with two-stepping, and other fun social activities. It has been an encouragement to see the
students learn and grow, and also to see them love each other well.

Fall 2016 Guest Speaker Schedule
Date					
Sept. 12-16				
Sept. 19-23				
Oct. 3-7					
Oct. 10-14				
Oct. 24-28				
Oct. 31-Nov. 4				
Nov. 7-11				
Nov. 14-18				
Nov. 28-Dec. 2				

Speaker					
Bill Loveless					
Kelly Doherty					
Robert Cupp					
Tom Douthit					
Jerry Benjamin					
Jerry Benjamin					
Rob Holster					
Chris Thomas					
Jobe Martin					

Topic

Christ’s Life
Genesis
Overview of the Bible
Romans
Daniel
Revelation
Mark
10 Commandments
Creation vs. Evolution

Have A New Mailing Address?

Cele br ating the Mar ria ges of...

E-mail bibleschool@hishill.org with your updated
mailing address if you would like a physical copy of
the His Hill newsletter mailed to you, if you want a
digitial copy emailed to you, or if you would like to
be taken off the maling list.

- Alexandrea Bowden (‘10-‘11) and Adrian Vasquez on
May 19, 2016 in Boerne, Texas.
- Bethany Kettle (‘13-‘14) and Kyle Anderson (‘13-‘14) on
May 28, 2016 in Dundas, Ontario.

Upcoming Ev ents

- Jade Hazelwood (former staff) and Andrew Cirone
(winter/spring ‘15) on June 4, 2016 in Estes Park,
Colorado.

November 22-25: Thanksgiving Conference
January 20-22: Middle School Chill @ The Hill
February 3-5: High School Chill @ The Hill
March 3-5: Father/Son Retreat
April 21-23: Ladies Retreat

- Lindi Dueck (‘12-’13) and Lucas Wiens on June 4, 2016 in
Rosenort, Manitoba.
- Kendra Klassen (‘08-’09) and Hugo Archambault on
June 17, 2016 in Abbotsford, British Columbia.

Visit www.hishill.org for registration information

- Chris Cornish (‘12-’14) and Shannon Chastain on July
16, 2016 in Federal Way, Washington.
- Magdalena Höfler (‘13-’14) and Christoph Igelsböck on
July 16, 2016 in Linz, Austria.
- Chyanne Dueck (fall ‘14) and Robert Martens on July
17, 2016 in Niverville, Manitoba.
- Josie Kehler (‘12-’13) and Nick Sawatzky on July 23,
2016 in St-Pierre-Jolys, Manitoba.
- Melissa Unger (‘12) and Ryan McCall (‘10-’11) on August
27, 2016 in Grunthal, Manitoba.
- Damián Obando Martínez (‘11-’12) and Emily Alsbach
on August 6, 2016 in Melfort, Saskatchewan.
- Rebecca Andres (‘14) and Evan Peters on October 9, 2016
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.

Rejoicing in the bir th of...
- Violet Elise, born January 4, 2016 to Pam (Neufeld, ‘08’09) and Joe Harms.
- Dawson Frederick, born February 23, 2016 to Davina
(Syme, ‘08-’10) and Nathan McCall.
- London Levi, born March 14, 2016 to Jasmin (Avalos)
and Garret Sanders (‘06-’08).
- August Joseph born June 15, 2016 to Genevive (Gladysz,
‘01-’03) and Austin Doll.
- Kaiden Alexander, born June 17, 2016 to Jennifer (Hayhoe
‘04-’05) and Jirah Cox (‘04-’05).

Ladies Confer ence
Women of all ages are welcome to join us for our annual
ladies retreat! Enjoy a weekend away to recharge and be
refreshed with fellowship and Bible teaching.
The weekend will include meals, teaching, and free time
to enjoy the local outdoors or shop in nearby Kerrville,
Fredericksburg, or Boerne. You are able to stay in housing
on our property or enjoy the setting of a local Bed &
Breakfast - the Haven River Inn.
This year, our speaker will be Heather Thomas, daughter
to Mark and Linda Thomas and granddaughter of Joan
Thomas. For more information and registration forms,
please go to our website: www.hishill.org

Join Us In Pr aying For...
•

Our students - that they would grow in Christ and in
		

the significance of His indwelling life.

		

- for continued unity and inclusion.

•

- that kids and adults would come to

		

Outreaches

- understanding in classes

have a saving knowledge of Christ.

		

- that our students and staff leaders

•

- that we may be encouragers to

Our Staff

		

- Ace Arthur James, born August 12, 2016 to Bailey
(Klassen, ‘07-’08) and Blake Proudfoot.

•

Camp

- Ford James, born September 19, 2016 to Brooklynne
(Gladysz, ‘08-’10) and Michael McCall (‘09-’10).

		

		

		

would be stretched and grow.

one another, and be dependent on

the Lord.

- for the Lord’s wisdom in getting the
word out about camp.

- that the Lord would provide a camp
nurse for the upcoming summer.

A c t i n g o n t h e Tr u t h
Faith And Faithfulness

by Char lie McCall

Thirty years ago Patsy and I came to His Hill. Four kids and four grandkids later, we are still here. Is it faithfulness just because
we’ve been here a long time? Faithfulness, in the true biblical sense, requires faith in Christ. As far as God is concerned, no matter
how long a person serves or how responsible he has been, there is no faithfulness apart from faith. Faithfulness is due to faith.
Faith is the emphasis of the parable of the talents in Matthew 25 -- specifically, the faithfulness of the two investors who doubled
their master’s money and the unfaithfulness of the third slave that buried what was entrusted to him. In reading that parable,
we fail to see how highly improbable it is for two men to both have a hundred percent return on their money, especially when
neither man knew how long he had to invest the money. It was not due to the intelligence or hard work of the investors. It seems
to me that two people seeing the exact same huge return on their money while investing separately from each other and not
knowing when the investment period would be over is so unlikely as to be unexplainable apart from the activity of God.
The third servant buried the money entrusted to him. He did so because he didn’t believe that the master would return. He
wasn’t simply afraid of the master. That was, at best, a half-truth. He knew that when a slave put money in the bank, he had
to register the money in the name of his master to whom the money belonged. When the master returned, all the money and
its interest would go to the master. In the belief that the master would not return, he buried the money, hoping that he would
be able to keep it for himself. He had no faith in the master or his return. The other two servants were quite certain that sooner
or later the master would come back. They were full of faith in the master’s return. Hence, they were praised as being faithful;
literally, full of faith.
Faithfulness has much more to do with God than it does us! Faith is trust in, and dependence upon, the character and activity
of another. Faithfulness is faith in another over a length of time – a length of time that is almost always unknown. Yes, it is a
character quality to be faithful. But in the Bible that character quality is the consequence of faith in God over time. God doesn’t
praise people for being steadfast and persevering in their own strength. He praises those things when they are an outflow of faith
in Christ. Steadfastness and perseverance by human effort is stubbornness. Stubbornness is humanity un-yielded to God. It is as
the sin of witchcraft (I Sam. 15:23). A faithful man is not stubborn. And a stubborn man is not full of faith in Christ.
Getting back to the parable, the two faithful slaves saw the increase they did because God was working through their faith. There
is no other explanation. He didn’t praise them for being shrewd investors. He praised them for being good and faithful. You can’t
be good without God, and you can’t have faithfulness without faith in God over time.
Jesus praised people for their faith. It is through faith in Christ that we receive eternal life (Jn. 20:31). It is by faith that we
approach God (Heb. 11:6). Whatever is not of faith is sin (Rom. 14:23). Apart from faith it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6).
When He returns, He will be looking for faith (Lk. 18:8).
So what should we expect from Satan, the enemy of our souls, except to try to keep people from faith in Christ? He wants the
unsaved to never trust Jesus for salvation. He wants the Christian to stop living a life of dependence upon Christ. The devil
wants to have believers stop believing Christ in the daily stuff of life. He wants them to become un-faithful, to depart from the
faith, to apostatize.
I believe the primary tactic of the enemy is not to kill us physically but to slyly, quietly, erode our continuous, daily, active
dependence upon Christ in faith. He wants us to live life by our own effort or to give up on ever knowing the abundant life that
Jesus promised. Jesus simply wants us to trust Him. Faith in Christ is all that He wants, nothing more. It is the one thing that He
praises in us. It is the one thing that the devil, the enemy of our faith, wants to destroy.
Be honest. Are you still believing in Jesus today, are you full of faith? He who saved you by grace through faith wants you to
have the joy of seeing Him accomplish in you and through you what only He can do as you walk with Him today in the same
way that you received Him yesterday -- by faith (Col. 2:6)! He wants us to have the joy of hearing Him say, “Well done, good and
faithful servant (Matt. 25:21,23)!”

