
Life Group Study: Week 3 
 

9/23/2018 – The Gospel… 
   The Ultimate Goal 
 

Getting Started 
 

This	weekend	we	continued	our	series,	“The	Gospel,”	and	learned	that	the	ultimate	goal	of	the	Gospel	is	
to	live	a	life	of	love	that	brings	glory	to	God.	As	we	continue	to	explore	this	through	our	study,	feel	free	
to	use	your	journal	or	extra	paper	as	you	answer	these	questions.	
 
Getting to Know Each Other 
 

Growing up, what is one piece of advice you got about love, whether good or bad?  
 
Study Questions 
   

1) As you think back and reflect, what are one or two insights you gained from the weekend message? 
 

Ê Spend some unhurried time in Philippians 1:8-11. Read it over several times and meditate on it.   
  Ask the Lord to lead and show you insights. Write down any key words or phrases that are   
  jumping out at you.  

 
 
2) In the message, Michael highlighted three key words: Prayer, Love, and Glory. Let’s focus on the first 

two. We saw that Paul’s primary focus as he prayed was for the church to experience Spiritual 
Transformation…  

 
Ê If you study Paul’s prayers, his constant focus for the spiritual life of believers. It’s not that he was 
 unconcerned for their practical needs, but it wasn’t his primary focus. Why do you think that is? 
 Explain. 

 
 
 Ê Paul prays for the Philippians “that their love would abound more and more…”, in other words, 

 that they’d learn to love with a mature love. In your journal, answer the following questions:  
 

• What do you think is meant by a mature love?   
• What are some of the differences between a mature and immature love?  
• Who are some of the people in your life you have a hard time loving? What would a 

mature love look like in those relationships? 
 
 
3) This charge to “abound in love” is key to our transformation. Take some time to slowly read the 

following passages in both the NIV and The Message versions (you can find these versions of the 
Bible on the free YouVersion Bible app). Write down what they say in your own words, as well as 
any insight the Holy Spirit is giving you about how to grow in your love. 

 
 



Ê  Matthew 22:36-40 
 
 
Ê  Romans 13:8-10 

 
 

Ê  1 Corinthians 13:4-13 
 

 
4) An important aspect of experiencing and showing a mature love is to pray for it. A key two-part 

question Michael asked this weekend was “Is prayer a priority…and what are you praying for?” …  
 
 Ê Examine your current prayer life. In your journal answer the following questions:  
 

• Do you find it easy or hard to pray? Explain.  
• When you pray, what does your prayer time consist of?  
• How often do you pray for transformation in yourself or others? 

 
Ê  After answering these questions, have you discovered any new insights about your prayer life? 

 
 
5) Following Paul’s model, let’s pray for spiritual transformation, starting with our own lives.  
  
 Ê Reflect on what you’ve learned from the message and study. In your journal, write out a prayer 
  asking the Lord to mature your love for Him and others in your life. Be sure to include the people  
  you have a hard time loving. 
 
 
6) A great discipline is to practice what’s called PRAYING SCRIPTURE, which is taking a passage and 

simply praying it over yourself or over another person. 
 

 Ê Pick one of the passages from this study to pray over yourself. 
 

• For example, if you choose Matthew 22 you could pray; 
 

“Jesus, teach me to prioritize loving you and people above all else in my daily life,” 
 
or 
 
“Jesus, show me where I am not loving others and how to grow in doing so.” 

 
Topical Prayer 
1. Focus on a Single Topic/Request at a Time  
2. Pray Several Times Together  
3. Keep Requests/Prayers Short and Simple 


