Life Group Study: Week 5
05/05/2019 – Metamorphosis The Question of Authority
Getting Started
This weekend we continued our series, “Metamorphosis,” and learned that in order for metamorphosis
to happen in our lives, we have to come under the authority of The Word. As we continue to explore this
through our study, feel free to use your journal or extra paper as you answer these questions.

Study Questions
1) As you think back and reflect on this past weekend’s message, what was one key learning or insight
you gained about God’s authority in our lives?

2) In the weekend’s message the key question asked was “Who or what is your ultimate authority?”
Ê Write down some examples of different kinds of “authorities” in our culture that people often
turn to.

Ê Now reflect on your life. Which of these “authorities” have you turned to at times? Why? Explain.

3) We learned this weekend that in order for metamorphosis to happen in our lives, we need to come
under the authority of God’s Word. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13. In your journals, write out this
verse two times, once from the NIV version and once from the New Living Translation (you can find
these versions for free on the YouVersion Bible App).
Ê Why is the Apostle Paul so thankful for these believers? Slowly read and re-read the passage in
both versions. Write down any key words or phrases that the Holy Spirit highlights for you.

Ê Focus on the phrase, “the word of God” in both versions. For Paul, this phrase carried significant
weight. What insight can we gain into Paul’s teaching from this passage? Explain.

4) Let’s do a brief Bible study focused on the authority of God’s word. Read the following verses and
then, in your journals, and summarize or paraphrase what each is saying:
•
•
•
•
•

Deuteronomy 4:1-2
Joshua 1:7-9
Psalm 119:89-96
John 17:6-8
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Ê Which of these verses is the Holy Spirit calling your attention to the most? Why? Explain.

5) A core truth that we see throughout the Bible is that by submitting to God’s authority, we
experience TRUE life, and the hope and power that comes with it.
Ê As you look over your life, is there (or has there been) a specific area in which you have struggled
with submitting to the authority of God’s Word. Explain.
• i.e. – This could be an area of obedience, cultural perspective, a theological issue, a lifestyle
issue, etc.?

Ê God does not fear our questions or struggles. He encourages us to come before Him
authentically. Set a timer for five minutes and be still. Ask the Lord to speak to your heart about
any honest and real struggle in your life. Write down any words, pictures, phrases, or
encouragement you sense the Holy Spirit speaking to you.

Ê On the flip side, has there been a time when you experienced positive transformation in your
life because you listened and followed the leading of God’s authority, even if it was hard?
Explain.

6) After having listened to the message and done this study, what is one action step you sense God
calling you to take in the days to come?

