The Question Of Authority
!! _________________ . . . Is Your _________________
___________________?
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many
times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by
his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he
made the universe.
(Hebrews 1:1-2)
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
(Romans 12:2)
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2 Corinthians 1:1-2/Acts 18:1-30
All of this evidence together suggests that Paul’s Corinth was
at once the New York, Los Angeles, and Las Vegas of the
ancient world.
(Gordon Fee)

He was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he
appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same
time. … Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he
appeared to me also.
(1 Corinthians 15:4-8)
I used to believe that I ought to do everything I could to oppose the very name
of Jesus the Nazarene. Indeed, I did just that in Jerusalem. Authorized by the
leading priests, I caused many believers there to be sent to prison. And I cast my
vote against them when they were condemned to death. Many times I had
them punished in the synagogues to get them to curse Jesus. I was so violently
opposed to them that I even chased them down in foreign cities.
One day I was on such a mission to Damascus, armed with the authority and
commission of the leading priests. About noon, Your Majesty, as I was on the
road, a light from heaven brighter than the sun shone down on me and my
companions. We all fell down, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic,
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is useless for you to fight against my
will.”
“Who are you, lord?” I asked.
And the Lord replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. Now get to your
feet! For I have appeared to you to appoint you as my servant and witness. Tell
people that you have seen me, and tell them what I will show you in the future.
And I will rescue you from both your own people and the Gentiles. Yes, I am
sending you to the Gentiles to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness
to light and from the power of Satan to God. Then they will receive forgiveness
for their sins and be given a place among God’s people, who are set apart by
faith in me.”
(Acts 26:9-18, New Living Translation)

