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4) _________ . . . Is _________________________________. 
 

The character of this kingdom life contravenes the values that most 
people hold dear, because God's blessing rests on the unlikely ones—the 
poor in spirit, mourners, the meek, the persecuted. “Thus, the Beatitudes 
line an upside-down reality, or—more precisely—they define reality in 
such a way that the usual order of things is seen to be upside down in the 
eyes of God.”         (Michael J. Wilkins, The NIV Life Application Commentary) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5) _________ . . . Is _________ _________. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revealing The Character Of The Kingdom 
 The Key Question 

 
 

Þ ______ ______ . . . In The ___________ Or The _____________? 
Matthew 5:1-2 

 
When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at 
his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as 
their teachers of the law.                                                           (Matthew 7:28–29) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

All	passages,	unless	otherwise	noted,	are	from	the	New	International	Version	of	the	Bible. 
You	can	download	the	free	YouVersion	Bible	app	that	includes	the	NIV	translation	at	your	favorite	app	store. 
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 Revealing The Character Of The Kingdom  
  Matthew 5:1-13 
 

 
  
 

The Sound Barrier 
   
 

 
 
 

 Unfiltered 
  Revealing The Character Of The Kingdom 

 
Jesus of Nazareth has been the dominant figure in the history of 
Western culture for almost twenty centuries. If it were possible, 
with some sort of super-magnet, to pull up out of that history 
every scrap of metal bearing at least a trace of his name, how much 
would be left?               (Jaroslav Pelikan, Jesus Through The Centuries)  
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 Jesus & The Path To Life 
  Matthew 5:1-13 

 
 

 
 

Revealing The Character Of The Kingdom 
 Five Key Principles 

 
1) _________ . . . Is The _________ To _________.  

 
Blessed are those  
     who do not walk in step with the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take 
     or sit in the company of mockers, 
but who delight in the law of the LORD 
     and meditate on his law day and night. 
They are like a tree planted by streams of water, 
     which yields its fruit in season 
 and whose leaf does not wither— 
     whatever they do prospers.          (Psalm 1:1–3) 
 
Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, 
     who walk according to the law of the LORD. 
Blessed are those who keep his statutes 
     and seek him with all their heart.          (Psalm 119:1–2) 
 
 
As outstanding thinkers before and after him have 
done, Jesus deals with the two major questions 
humanity always faces. First, there is the question of 
which life is the good life. What is genuinely in my 
interest, and how may I enter true well-being? … The 
second question Jesus deals with in the sermon 
concerns who is a truly good person. 

 (Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy) 
 
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full.                (John 10:10) 

2) _________ . . . Is A _____________. 
 
He went down with them and stood on a level place. … Looking at his 
disciples, he said: 
 

“Blessed are you who are poor, 
     for yours is the kingdom of God. 
Blessed are you who hunger now, 
     for you will be satisfied. 
Blessed are you who weep now, 
     for you will laugh. 
Blessed are you when people hate you,  
     when they exclude you and insult you  
and reject your name as evil,  
     because of the Son of Man. 
 

Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in 
heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.  
 

But woe to you who are rich, 
     for you have already received your comfort. 
Woe to you who are well fed now, 
     for you will go hungry. 
Woe to you who laugh now, 
     for you will mourn and weep. 
Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, 
     for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.” 

(Luke 6:17 & 20-26) 
 
 

3) _________ . . . Is To Be _____________. 
 
Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. … But everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand.                            (Matthew 7:24,26) 
 
The Sermon on the Mount is probably the best—known part of the 
teaching of Jesus, though arguably it is the least understood, and 
certainly it is the least obeyed. It is the nearest thing to a manifesto that 
he ever uttered, for it is his own description of what he wanted his 
followers to be and to do. 

 (John R. W. Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount) 


