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The Next Step 
  
 

• __________ The ______________________. 
 
Come to your chosen passage as to a place where you will have a holy 
meeting with God. Read a small part of the passage and dwell on it, praying 
for the assistance of God’s Spirit in bringing fully before your mind and into 
your life the realities expressed. Always ask, “What is my life like since this is 
true, and how shall I speak and act because of this?” You may wish to turn 
the passage into a prayer of praise or request.    (Dallas Willard, Hearing God) 
 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.                  (Romans 8:38-39) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All	passages,	unless	otherwise	noted,	are	from	the	New	International	Version	of	the	Bible. 
You	can	download	the	free	YouVersion	Bible	app	that	includes	the	NIV	translation	at	your	favorite	app	store. 
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Silence – Part 1  
 A New Way To Listen 
 

 
 Between The Testaments 

 
I. Persian Rule 

• Jewish people return to their land/Temple is rebuilt  
o Here is where Old Testament history ends 

II. Greek Rule 
• Alexander the Great 

o Hellenization 
• Post Alexander – Antigonus and Ptolemy Soter 

o Birth of the Pharisees 
o Old Testament translated into Greek (Septuagint) 

III. Jewish Revolt/Independence 
• Antiochus IV – Banned Jewish worship, defiled the 

temple 
• Judas Maccabaeus 

o Cleansed/restored worship at temple - Hanukkah 
• High Priest signs a treaty with the Senate of Rome 

IV. Roman Rule 
• General Pompey captures Rome 
• Herod the Great reigns over Judea 

o Jesus is born in Bethlehem 

  



LIFE GROUP STUDY is available at Starting Point, or online at rockypeak.org – click Life Groups then Life Group Study.
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• God Is ______________ __________________  

________________ His __________. 
 

The Bible expresses the mind of God, since God himself speaks 
to us through its pages. Thus we, in understanding the Bible, 
come to share his thoughts and attitudes and even come to 
share his life through his Word. Scripture is a communication 
that establishes communion and opens the way to union, all in 
a way that is perfectly understandable once we begin to have 
experience of it.              (Dallas Willard, Hearing God) 
 
But in these dark days, during which Palestine was “the 
Debatable Land,” spoiled by her warring foes, there was 
always an election of grace, who held tightly to the now 
completed Scriptures of the Old Testament … and clung 
desperately to the apparently forlorn hope of the coming 
Deliverer.                  (H.A. Ironside, The Four Hundred Silent Years)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A New Way To Listen 
 

• ____________________ ______________ With A  

 ______________________________ In How We  

 ________ ____________________.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through Scripture, I Experience . . .  
 
1)  __________ 
 
  For the word of God is alive and active.           (Hebrews 4:12) 
 
 
 
 
2) ________________ 
 

Oh, how I love your law! 
    I meditate on it all day long. 
Your commands are always with me 
    and make me wiser than my enemies. 
I have more insight than all my teachers, 
    for I meditate on your statutes. 
I have more understanding than the elders, 
    for I obey your precepts. 
I have kept my feet from every evil path 
    so that I might obey your word. 
I have not departed from your laws, 
    for you yourself have taught me. 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
    sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
I gain understanding from your precepts; 
    therefore I hate every wrong path. 
Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
    a light on my path.                 (Psalm 119:97-105) 
 
 
 
 

3)  ______________ 
 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.              (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
 
 
 


