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Forgiveness 
 The Steps To Freedom 
  

1) ________________ The ________ . . . And ______________ ____. 
 
In the final analysis, forgiveness is an act of faith. By forgiving another, I am 
trusting that God is a better justice-maker than I am. By forgiving, I release 
my own right to get even and leave all the issues of fairness for God to work 
out. I leave in God's hands the scales that must balance justice and mercy.  

(Philip Yancey, What's So Amazing About Grace?) 
 
 
 
 
 

2) ____________ . . . ____.  
 
 
 
 
 

3) ________ . . . For Their ________.  
 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.     (Matthew 5:44) 
 
 
 
 
 

4) ____ ________. 
 
Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you.                         (Luke 6:27) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All	passages,	unless	otherwise	noted,	are	from	the	New	International	Version	of	the	Bible. 
You	can	download	the	free	YouVersion	Bible	app	that	includes	the	NIV	translation	at	your	favorite	app	store. 
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Forgiveness  
 The Path To Freedom 
 

 
  

The Trauma 
 
 
Renew 

  The Character Of Great Relationships 
   

1) God’s Vision . . . Is Renewal. 
 Genesis 1:26-27/Colossians 3:5-14 

 
Put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 
image of its Creator.                   (Colossians 3:10) 
 

2) Character . . . Is Critical.  
 
As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.                         

         (Colossians 3:12) 
 

3) The Greater The Character . . . The Deeper The Relationship.  
 

4) Character Is Created . . . By Choices. 
 

No man is born with character; we make our own character.   
 (Oswald Chambers) 

 

5) Character . . . Takes Time. 
Isaiah 61:3  



LIFE GROUP STUDY is available at Starting Point, or online at rockypeak.org – click Life Groups then Life Group Study.
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Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self 
with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. … Therefore, 
as God’s chosen people … clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against 
one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

(Colossians 3:9-10, 12-13) 
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1) ______________________ Is . . .  

  A ____________________________. 
Matthew 18:21-25 

 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.        (Matthew 6:12) 
 
No word in English carries a greater possibility of terror 
than the little word "as" in that clause.       (Charles William) 
 
If you forgive men when they sin against you, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not 
forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins.                    (Matthew 6:14-15) 
 
 

2) _____________________ Is ______________ ____  

  Of A ________ . . . And ____________ ____ The  

  __________ To ________ ________. 
 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.                         (Matthew 6:12) 

In the Bible "to forgive" literally means "to let go.” When someone commits 
a sin against another, they have committed an injustice against that person. 
Consequently, the offender has incurred a debt to the injured party. The 
New Testament defines forgiveness as "letting go of that debt." In practical 
terms, forgiveness means deciding to let go of hurting back the person who 
has hurt you. This is not a matter of good feelings or a particular state of 
mind. It is a decision I make, a choice not to hurt back.  

(Larry Barber, Forgiveness) 
 
We forgive someone of a wrong they have done us when we decide that 
we will not make them suffer for it in any way. 

 (Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy) 
 
 
 

3) ______________________ Is . . . A ______________.  
 
 
 

4) ______________________. . . ________To ______________. 
 
Don't forgive, and your anger will become your burden. Don't forgive, and 
bit by bit all the joy will be choked out of you. Don't forgive, and you will be 
unable to trust anybody, ever again. Don't forgive, and the bitterness will 
crowd the compassion out of your heart slowly, utterly, forever. 

 (John Ortberg, Everybody's Normal Till You Get To Know Them) 
 
 
 

5) ______________________ Is . . . ________. 
 
Despite a hundred sermons on forgiveness, we do not forgive easily, nor 
find ourselves easily forgiven. Forgiveness, we discover, is always harder 
than the sermons make it out to be.             (Elizabeth O'Conner) 
 
The demands of forgiveness are so daunting that they seem humanly 
impossible. The exigencies of forgiveness are simply beyond the capacity of 
ungraced human will. Only reckless confidence in a Source greater than 
ourselves can empower us to forgive the wounds inflicted by others. In 
boundary moments such as these there is only one place to go—Calvary.  

(Brennan Manning, Abba's Child) 


