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If you asked someone about Stefanie, they would tell you that I am planner. I 
like to have things all planned out. In October 2011, I was working as an ESOL 
(English as a second Language) teacher in Atlanta. I had a good job, my own 
house, and took an active role at Mcdonough Christian Church. I had been 

praying for a husband for 10 years and praying that God would direct me as to 
what He wanted me to do in the mission’s field. During my summers I would 
take time and serve in another country but I still was not satisfied. Well in 

November 2011, God changed my plans DRASTICALY! If you would have told me 
that in 2016 I would be married, pregnant with my second child, and living in 

Albania (Where is Albania anyway?). I would have been just like Sara who  
laughed when God changed her plans.  

 
I am always reminded of Jeremiah 29:11  

For I know the plans I have for you,” says the 
LORD. “They are plans for good and not for 
disaster, to give you a future and a hope.  

 
Also Proverbs 16:9 In their hearts humans plan 

their course, but the Lord establishes their steps. 
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 About a year ago, God put on my heart a new plan for the ministry in 
Albania. I desired a way to educate moms in the poor city of Kavaje about how 
to raise their babies. I was seeing a lot of poverty, lack of education, and 
sickness in the community. Arian works with the children but I wanted to see 
something happening with the babies. My hope is that if I could educate the 
moms then they would be able to take care of their babies better. As I was 
praying for this and a way to make it happen I got an email from Rebecca Bryan 

who had read one of my old newsletters and 
was willing to help. God always answers 
prayers at the right time! She got Hickory 
Valley’s women’s group to collect much 
needed clothes, toothbrushes, shampoo, and 
wipes to send to us in Albania. You collected 
over 120 pounds! For Christmas I was able to 
give each of the families that I work with a 
“goody” bag with all kinds of things to help 

with their babies. They were very appreciative of this gift. I was also able to 
purchase a bag of diapers for every family and provide shoes for some of them. 
I am still providing coaching and support to the mothers along with buying 
vitamins and medicines. Dr. Nikolla from our clinic in Durres also comes once a 
month to visit any sick babies. We pray that the moms will see our love for 
them and their babies and want to 
know the love of Jesus Christ. We 
are grateful that one mom Ana is 
attending Church with us now. If 
you are a planner or not, be open 
to what God is leading you to do 
and remember Romans 12:12, Be 
joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer.  

Thank you for all your  
prayers and support!  

   God bless, Stefanie Kosta  

 



Sister to Sister Spring 2016 
 
3 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Full Name?  Billie Janet Holcomb aka Jan.  

Born & raised where?  Born in Atlanta, Georgia & raised 
in Rome, Georgia. 

High school?  Pepperell High School in Lindale, Georgia. 

College/Degree?  BSM degree from Shorter University. 

Became a Christian when, where?  April, 1961 at First 
Baptist, Lindale, Georgia. 

Family info? 2 sons, Marc & Lee, daughter-in-law Kirby 
& grandsons Ryan & Sam. 

Pets?  A Yorkie named Trevor. 

Top 3 things you enjoy doing?  Traveling with my sister & best friend, reading, & jigsaw puzzles. 

Favorites section: 

Season of the year?  Spring     Color?  Yellow 

Flower?  Yellow rose      Restaurant?  Henry’s in Acworth, Georgia 

Sports team?  None      Meal?  Steak & baked potato 

Movie?  Fargo       Musician/group?  Carole King 

Candy?  Dark chocolate      Song?  It’s Too Late 

Snack food?  Anything chocolate    Drink?  Iced tea 

Book?  Pillars of the Earth     Store?  Hamrick’s 

Do you collect anything?  Butterflies & Hershey tins.      Do you have a favorite scripture?   
            Psalm 18:  1-6 

What do you like best about HVCC?  People; they teach from the Bible & serve communion every week. 

True/False Section: 

I am a neat freak.  False     I love to cook.  False 

I am a night owl.  True      I am a prayer warrior.  True 

I am always dieting.  False     I am a worrier.  True 

I enjoy being alone.  True     I am a reader.  True 

I am competitive/athletic.  False    I like yard work.  False 

I handle change well.  False     I like to dance.  True 
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Craft Night! 
 
     When sign-ups start for a craft 
night, paint party, etc. it strikes 
fear and anxiety in my heart!  I am 
not now nor have I ever been a 
"crafty person".  HOWEVER, when 
my daughter/granddaughter signed 
me up for the February paint 
party, I knew I had to go so as to 
not disappoint the two of them.   
Imagine my surprise upon  
arriving to find that the evening's 
instructor was a friend from my 

school days.  
I sat with my granddaughter on one side and my new friend, Jan Holcomb 

(featured in "Getting To Know You"),  and as we started out with our paint project, I 
was able to get better acquainted with Jan.  We had two wood pieces to pick from -- 
one a heart and the other in the shape & outline of a Mason jar.  There was lots & 
lots of paint to decorate with and also ribbons, burlap and stencils.  It was fun 
listening to the young girls in the group and see the decorative ideas they had.  Two 
of our young married girls, put their initial or last name on their piece and just under 
it wrote "Est. in.......... as when they established their new households. 

All in all, it was a very fun evening for everyone in attendance (including me) 
with lots of good food and laughter.   -Judy Vandergriff 
 

 

Welcome, Baby Owen!! 

On January 24th, the choir provided a dinner and 
baby shower in the Fellowship Hall for Ben, Jana, and 
Owen Kehrer. There was a delicious variety of soups 
served as a main course, and a beautifully decorated 
cake for dessert.   

In December, Sister to Sister had a project of 
collecting diapers for the Choices Pregnancy Center for 
those who might find themselves in need. Ben and Jana 
generously suggested that it would be a good idea for 
their newborn son to come into the world giving as he 
has received. Shower guests were asked to bring 
diapers to donate. There was a tremendous response, 
as 1,000+ diapers were collected! 



Sister to Sister Spring 2016 
 
5 

Upcoming Events 
What is the Sister to Sister ministry doing  

in the next few months? 

April - We will be collecting items for The Next Door ministry. We are 

specifically looking to collect note cards, pens, and stamps. 

May – There will be a tub in the upstairs women’s restroom to collect 

feminine hygiene products for homeless women in the Chattanooga area. 

 

 


