
 
 

17 Months and Counting 
By Danielle Littleton 

 
 

 Adoption never seemed unusual to me. I have an adopted aunt (my favorite 
aunt), so growing up thinking about the family I’d one day have always included 
adoption. While dating my husband, I nannied for this fabulous family with two 
children who happened to be adopted. Having them around all the time kept adoption 
at the forefront of our minds when discussing our family and what we wanted. Then 
we got married, moved to Chattanooga, and started trying to figure out a timeline. We 
decided that we would start the adoption process but also set up a doctors 
appointment for me just to make sure everything was ok for us to start trying to get 
pregnant. We didn’t really have a preference as to which should happen first. We just 
knew we wanted a baby. So May 5, 2015, we started doing adoption paperwork. July 
20, 2015, was the day of my doctor’s appointment. Lots of things happened and if 
you’re bold enough you’re welcome to come ask, but the bottom line is that getting 
pregnant, while possible, is very unlikely.  

Sister to Sister 
Fall 2016 

Romans 8:24-25 
For in this hope we were saved. But 
hope that is seen is no hope at all. 
Who hopes for what they already 
have? But if we hope for what we do 
not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

Matthew 21:22 
If you believe, you will receive 
whatever you ask for in prayer. 



 
It was storming like crazy that day, so I was totally prepared to cry. It would’ve 

been very appropriate and dramatic. But I didn’t. It was the weirdest thing. It was like 
this calm just came over me. Like it was such a clear sign from God that we were 
supposed to adopt, so adopt we are. We have suffered through months of paperwork, 
home studies, classes, background checks, and more physicals than I can count. 
Adopting is not for the faint of heart. We were technically approved on March 31st, 
but we were told we were approved April 2nd. I plan to celebrate both days this year 
as approval day. They’re on my calendar. We’ll be at El Jinete if you want to join.  
 

I thought it would get easier once the paperwork was done. I have quite literally 
never been more wrong about anything in my life. Before approval there was always 
something to be done. When people asked how the adoption was going I could say, 
“Well I had another physical and the good news is I still don’t have TB. We’re 
working on a detailed list of monthly expenses. They want to know how much I spend 
each month on gifts for my friends.” (That’s an actual thing I had to calculate. Weird.) 
Now when people ask how the adoption is going I don’t have anything interesting or 
even boring to say. Nothing is happening. We’re just waiting. We’re slowly stocking up 
on baby things. Our nursery is one Ikea trip away from done. Andrew has his 
paternity leave ready to go when he needs it. I have an online registry so if we have no 
notice I can send my mom to get what I want. But the day to day is filled with 
wondering and waiting. It’s an exercise in contentment.  
 

It’s hard to say what exactly will happen when we get a baby because much like 
when you go into labor, nothing goes the way you expect. If everything goes perfectly, 
we will have two months notice before the baby comes. We will get to meet the birth 
mom and talk with her about her, her family, her hopes for the baby, and the plan for 
the hospital and beyond. A social worker will help us all sort through those things and 
will be there with everyone at the hospital. When she goes into labor, the agency will 
call us and we will go to the hospital. We will get a room there, I will get a bracelet 
matching the baby’s, and I won’t be able to leave until the baby is discharged. The 
birth mom signs away her parental rights 72 hours after the baby is born. She then has 
until the third business day at 4 pm to change her mind. At 4:01 pm on the third 
business day the baby becomes legally in the custody of the agency and physically in 
our home. After living with us for six months, we will go to court and a judge will 
make us legally the parents in every way. It’s a safe bet we will again be at El Jinete.  

 
We’re very excited about the adoption. We love when people ask us questions 

about it, so please if you have a question don’t feel awkward asking. We desperately 
want to talk about it. Our answers may be boring, but we love giving them. 

         Danielle Littleton  



              

 

Pottery Painting 
We had a wonderful evening painting 
pottery in September. We ate 
delicious donuts and snack foods 
while we painted our beautiful 
pottery.  

Bible Study Kickoff BBQ 
We had a wonderful kickoff for our 

Bible Study, “A Woman Who Doesn’t 
Quit.” It was a night of delicious  

food and fellowship. 

 

 

    

 

Halloween at the Next Door 

S2S had a Halloween party at The 
Next Door! They made festive fall 
paintings and enjoyed a delicious 
dinner! 

Bethany Christian Services 
We are collecting items for 
Bethany’s birth moms this 

month. They are looking for 
small soaps, lotions, and hand 

sanitizers. There is a box in the 
foyer for your donations.  

 

 

 



Getting to Know You  
Christina Hamm 

 
 

Christina’s Favorites 

Season: Fall       Flower: Roses 

Sports Team: Denver Broncos    Movie: Beaches 

Meal: Steak and a baked potato    Drink: Diet Dr. Pepper 

Musician/Group: Gaither Vocal Band   Snack Food: Popcorn 

Scriptures: Psalms 37:4, Philippians 4:13, and 2 Tim 1:7 

True or False? 

I am a neat freak.        True and False!  I love to cook.   True 
 I am a night owl.        False    I’m a prayer warrior. True 
 I’m always dieting.       True    I’m a worrier.   False 
 I enjoy being alone.      False    I’m a reader.     False 
 I’m competitive/athletic.   False    I like yard work.    False 
 I handle change well.  True    I like to dance.    True 

 

  

Christina Hamm was born in Toledo, 
Ohio, but raised in Maumee, Ohio. She 
attended Maumee High School and Owens 
Community College. She was a 
paraprofessional for special needs students. 
Christina became a Christian at Garden Park 
Christian Church in 1973. She has been 
married to Paul Hamm for 14 years. Christina 
and Paul have a combined 8 kids with 10 
grandkids and 1 on the way! She is Shaun 
Campbell’s mom! Christina enjoys card 
making, scrapbooking, fellowship with 
friends, and music. Her favorite things about 
HVCC are the preaching, music, and people! 

 



 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
November Service Project: Fostering Hope 
This organization provides hope, support, and resources to children in foster 
care along with their families. In November we are collecting socks and 
underwear for boys and girls ages 2T and up. We will provide bins in the foyer 
for this collection. 
 
 

Sister to Sister Shopping Trip to Pigeon Forge!! 
Saturday, November 12th, we are headed up for shopping and fellowship! We 
will be leaving the church at 7:30 in the church buses! We have lunch 
reservations The Apple Barn at 1:00 p.m. We plan to return to HVCC around 
9:00 p.m. Please sign up at the information center! 
 
 

Sister to Sister Sunday 
Sunday, December 18th, at 9:00 a.m., HVCC new member, Christina Hamm will 
be sharing a Christmas Bible lesson with all of us! We are looking forward to our 
next S2S Sunday! 
 
 

December Service Project 
We will have an angel tree set up for Andrea Dyer’s Guatemalan students! We 
are so excited to share our blessings with these wonderful children. 
 
 
 

Sister to Sister Christmas Caroling 
On Wednesday night, Dec. 21st, we will go out and sing Christmas Carols to our 
HVCC shut-ins! We will be leaving the church at 5:00. 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Back  by  Popular  Demand……  
Sister  to  Sister  invites  you  to  our  

4th  annual  
  

My  Favorite  Things  Christmas  Party  
  

Friday,  December  2nd  at  7:00  p.m.  
HVCC  Fellowship  Hall  

  
Here’s  what  you  do:  

Think  of  a  favorite  Christmas  item  that  you  love,  
use  every  year  at  Christmastime,  and  would  like  to  share  

with  your  HVCC  girlfriends.  
The  item  must  cost  less  than  $5.00.  

  
Purchase  5  of  these  items  and  bring  them  with  you  to  the  party…  

(  yes,  5  identical  items  )  
  

We’ll  have  a  fun  evening  of  drawing  names  and  sharing  items  with  each  other,  and  you’ll  
go  home  to  enjoy  5  different  items  

during  the  holiday  season  from  5  different  HVCC  sisters!  
  

You  don’t  have  to  gift  wrap  these;;  just  hide  them  in  a    
shopping  bag  until  it’s  time  to  reveal.  

  
Your  favorite  thing  could  be  anything  from  

Christmas  cookies,  Christmas  cards,  Christmas  pot  holders,  Christmas  ornaments,  
Christmas  books,  etc,  etc,  etc.  

 

 


